
By Michael Williamson
mwilliamson@aimmediamidwest.com

NORTH LEWISBURG — Jack McCabe 
has seen just about everything there is to see 
in the world of farming.

The 76-year old North Lewisburg resident 
has lived a storied life and may have an unof-
ficial place in modern farming history.

Different from the rest
In Plain City, on the opening morning of 

the Miami Valley Steam Threshers Associa-
tion’s 68th annual steam show, a small crowd 
gathered in front of McCabe’s tent near the 
end of a line of tractors on display. That line 
consisted mostly of fire engine red Farmall 
tractors, some Allis Chalmers and some John 
Deere tractors — all about the same size and 
year and design.

All except one.
The tractor at the end of the line was 

tall and muscular, painted flat black and 
trimmed with bright orange. On the front 

grill of the machine hung a hand-crafted 
plate with all-capital orange letters and dis-
played its name: “BLACKJACK.”

“That’s the first Cummins engine in a 
farm tractor and the first farm tractor over 
200-horsepower,” said Jack McCabe, from 
the seat under his tent. “As far as I know, in 
the world. Nobody’s disputed me about it.”

McCabe was referring to his custom-built 
tractor which he put together by hand in 
1966. “I was farming 1,000 acres clear back 
then and you couldn’t buy a tractor like it. 
So I had to build my own.” The result was a 
Frankenstein’s monster-like vehicle, assem-
bled from parts found all over the world — 
of course, including pieces from the automo-
tive cemeteries of scrap and junk yards.

“When I built that, people thought I was 
nuts,” McCabe said. “People look at it and 
they don’t know anything about it. They 
don’t know the history of it.”

Building the “BLACKJACK”
At the time the machine was built, 

McCabe was 26 years old and lived on a 
farm near Dublin, Ohio where he worked 
planting corn. He built the tractor in an area 
that is now Phase 43 of Muirfield Village, a 
nearly 34 acre expanse of subdivision homes. 
The demand of the land prompted him to 
find a solution the old-fashioned way: by 
doing it himself. Despite the uncertainty of 
friends and family, he persisted and finished 

By Michael Williamson
mwilliamson@aimmediamidwest.com

SOUTH SOLON — Accord-
ing to the The Brewers 
Association, a national, not-
for-profit organization of beer 
brewers who aim to protect 
the quality and integrity of 
craft brewing, the openings of 
craft and microbreweries has 
more than doubled in the last 
five years. Pubs and taverns 
are popping up in both larger 
and smaller cities and towns 
with growing success.

This could be attributed to 
a number of factors, but for 
people like Derek Thompson 
of Cincinnati, part of the suc-
cess can be attributed to a 
quality product.

Thompson owns and oper-
ates OSHY, an acronym for 
Olamani Sipu Hop Yard, 
which is located in South 
Solon, at the southwest cor-
ner of Madison County. The 
name comes from a Delaware 
Indian word that refers to 
Paint Creek, a small flow 
of water near the hops yard 
property. His hops yard con-
tains nearly 800 plants of the 
Cascade and Centennial vari-

eties, two of the most popular 
and versatile plants on the 
market.

“I started probably four or 
five years ago brewing home-
brewed beer,” Thompson said. 
“And after a year or two doing 
that, I put some plants in my 
garden to see if they would 
grow.” A few of the varieties 
took off for him which he then 
used to brew another batch 
and decided to move forward 
from there.

Thompson’s family are 
corn and soybean farmers in 
Madison County and he chose 
to start his near-acre sized 
hops yard on an unused patch 
of land near one of the fam-
ily corn fields. He has been 
working with the current crop 
of plants for three years, per-
forming all the maintenance 
and watering himself.

The location also bodes 
well for the day-to-day opera-
tions of the yard. “One of the 
reasons we picked this spot is 
because of the location of the 
creek,” he said. The water is 
hand-pumped by Thompson 
and used on his plants.

Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
Olamani Sipu Hop Yard’s near-acre ground of 800 plants.
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Madison County 
hops yard is growing

Local food focus 
of cooking class

Tractor has unique place in history

Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
Sign for the hops yard located in South 
Solon in Madison County.

Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
Derek Thompson, owner and grower at 
Olamani Sipu Hop Yard, stands with his 
crop of plants. He is a Madison County 
native but currently lives in Cincinnati.

By Carolyn Harmon
charmon@dailyadvocate.com

GREENVILLE — 
KitchenAid Store 
Manager Gloria Keller-
Brinley was surrounded 
by piles of homemade 
pasta and boiling water 
in the Greenville store, 
Wednesday, July 12.

She taught a cooking 
class on basic egg noo-
dle pasta and fettuccine 
alfredo for the Darke 
County Farm Bureau. 
The Bureau presented a 
four-part cooking series 
with the final class 
July 26. Each evening 
featured local chefs and 
butchers that demon-
strated meals from start 
to finish, using locally 
grown foods from the 
county.

Keller-Brinley broke 
the ice with some 
fun facts about pasta. 
“Where did pasta origi-
nate from?,” she asked 
the class members. 
“Who says Marco Polo 
is responsible for bring-
ing pasta to Italy?”

She explained the 
recipe, while she was 
stirring the fettuccine 
mix. Each class mem-
ber was given the reci-
pes for the pasta and 
the fettuccine alfredo.

“I am going to tell 
you right now, do not 
buy this in a restau-
rant,” Keller - Brinley 
said. “It’s so cheap and 
easy to make this your-
self. If you don’t want 
to make the noodles, 
you can still make the 
homemade alfredo 
sauce at home. I am 
taking the cream and 
butter and am going 
to slowly condense 
down the heavy whip-
ping cream that is in 
this mixture. When it 
gets to about half of 
its consistency, I will 
add the cheese, some 
cracked pepper and we 
are done. If it needs to 
be a little thinner, I will 
add a little of my pasta 
water. You can make 
the quantity you want.”

Ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation (OFBF) 

See FOOD | 7

See HOPS | 5

Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
The “BLACKJACK” sits in a line of tractors at Pastime 
Park in Plain City.

See TRACTOR | 7
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10 Fun Farm Facts:
•	 Mature	turkeys	have	more	than	3,500	feathers.

•	 There	are	47	different	breeds	of	sheep	in	the	U.S.

•	 Pork	is	the	most	widely	eaten	meat	in	the	world.

•	 The	average	person	consumes	584	pounds	of	dairy	products	a	year.

•	 160	degrees	Fahrenheit	is	the	correct	cooking	temperature	to	

ensure	safe,	savory	ground	beef.

•	 Elevators	in	the	Statue	of	Liberty	use	a	soybean-based	hydraulic	

fluid.

•	 Like	snowflakes,	no	two	cows	have	exactly	the	same	pattern	of	

spots.

•	 The	longest	recorded	flight	of	a	chicken	is	13	seconds.

•	 	Twenty-nine	cuts	of	beef	meet	government	guidelines	for	lean.

•	 The	average	dairy	cow	produces	seven	gallons	of	milk	a	day,	2,100	

pounds	of	milk	a	month,	and	46,000	glasses	of	milk	a	year.

Source:	Ohio	Farmers	Feed	Us

•   T r a i l e r m a n  •  T r a v a l o n g  •  U s  C a r g o  •  B e l s h e  •   A l u m a
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FRENCHTOWN
Trailer SaleS & Supply Co. 

11465 Mangen Rd., P.O. Box 312    Versailles, OH 45380

937-526-4057 • 866-217-7440
Visit our web site for current inventory: 

www.frenchtowntrailer.com
41010726
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Adding jobs, adding staff and adding rice
By Gary Brock
gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

LONDON — 
Another day, another 
dateline you might 
say.

So, for the last two 
months, I have failed 
to share a column 
with you, my faithful 
Rural Life Today read-
ers. And faithful you 
have been for the last 
five years, I will add.

But to be honest, 
the reason I failed to write this 
column in June and July was 
because I was just too darn busy.

Fact is, a couple months ago 
I accepted an offer to be the 
General Manager and Editor of 
the London-based daily newspa-
per The Madison Press. Hence 
the “London” dateline for this 
column. By my calculation this 
is the fourth dateline I’ve had in 
the last five years. First I was in 
Washington Court House, then 
Wilmington, then my old home-
town of Xenia and now London.

While I took on this new chal-
lenge, I remain editor of Rural 
Life Today. So for the first couple 
of months, doing the jobs of gen-
eral manager of the newspaper, 
editor of the newspaper and 
editor of Rural Life Today was 
pretty time-consuming.

But I’m happy to report that 
things are now on an even flow, 
especially with the addition of a 
new reporter, Michael William-
son to help with the statewide 

and feature writing for Rural Life 
Today.

You will see more of Mike in 
coming months, and I think you 
will really like his writing and 
perspective on covering our 
farming and rural communities.

Earlier I said “loyal readers” 
and I mean that. I mean it even 
when our local Rural Life Today 
readers point out a mistake 
or two to me in no uncertain 
terms. That sure was the case 
last month when I wrote the 
third part of our year-long 
series on the Taylor family in 

Delaware County.
Remember when I said how 

busy I’ve been the last couple of 
months? Well, that was evident 
when I hastily wrote the third 
part of the series, right at dead-
line. While interviewing Zachary 
Taylor we rode in his planting 
tractor as he was planting corn 
in one of his fields. Now, I knew 
what we were in - I just said it - 
his planting tractor. But that’s 
not what I wrote. I wrote com-
bine, and wow, did I hear about 
it from readers! Believe me, I 
know the difference. But it sure 
didn’t read that way. And I never 
caught the mistake since I wrote 
it. You know how hard it is to see 
your own mistakes?

Next: Selling ice in Antarctica
Here’s an interesting agricul-

ture article from July:
“U.S., China Sign Historic 

Agreement to Provide Market 
Access for U.S. Rice Exports

(WASHINGTON, July 20, 
2017) – Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue today announced 
that the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture has reached agreement 
with Chinese officials on final 
details of a protocol to allow the 
United States to begin exporting 
rice to China for the first time 
ever.

“This is another great day for 
U.S. agriculture and, in particu-
lar, for our rice growers and mill-
ers, who can now look forward 
to gaining access to the Chinese 
market. This market represents 
an exceptional opportunity 
today, with enormous potential 
for growth in the future,” said 
Perdue. “The agreement with 
China has been in the works 
for more than a decade and I’m 
pleased to see it finally come to 
fruition, especially knowing how 
greatly it will benefit our growers 
and industry.”

China is the world’s largest 
producer and consumer of rice. 
Since 2013, it has also been the 
largest importer, with imports 
reaching nearly 5 million tons 
last year. When the new rice 
protocol is fully implemented, 
the U.S. rice industry will have 
access to this critical market, 
significantly expanding export 
opportunities. U.S. rice exports 
can begin following the comple-
tion of an audit of U.S. rice facili-
ties by China’s General Admin-
istration of Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine.”

Gary 
Brock
Rural Life 
Today editor

See BROCK | 3

Fake news and the Clinton 
County Fair swine flu

URBANA — As Paul Har-
vey would say: “Here is the 
rest of the story!” It was about 
my trip to Colombia, but it is 
postponed for publication until 
next month. There is a very 
timely county fair topic that 
should be discussed now.

Some of you may remember 
back to the fun days when 
taking a pig to the fair was the 
highlight of summer. Early on 
I wrote about my sons exercis-
ing their pigs in the road side 
ditch with the issue their pigs 
started chasing cars. Of course 
the more the pigs chased the 
car, the driver slowed down 
which of course egged the pigs 

on to run even 
faster alongside.

Now the 4-H 
swine business 
has become 
a much more 
serious project. 
Readers may 
remember 
that it wasn’t 
only a couple 
years ago that 
all 4-H poultry 
projects in Ohio were banned 
from exhibition because of an 
epidemic of avian influenza – a 
disease that might have easily 

Dr. Donald 
Sanders
Contributing 
Columnist

Williamson joins RLT staff
LONDON — Michael 

Williamson has joined the 
staff of Rural Life Today as 
a news writer, editor Gary 
Brock announced Aug. 1.

Williamson is a resident 
of Marysville and a graduate 
of Capital University with a 
degree in Communication-
Electronic Media and Film, 
and Columbus State Com-
munity College with an 
Associate of Arts degree.

“I am very pleased to 
have Michael join the staff 
of Rural Life Today,” said 
Brock. “Since he started he 
has proven to be an excel-

lent writer 
and really 
enjoys cover-
ing the agri-
culture and 
rural commu-
nities.” Wil-
liamson will 
be based out 
of the Rural 
Life Today office at The 
Madison Press in London.

Those wishing to contact 
Williamson with story ideas 
can email him at mwilliam-
son@aimmediamidwest.
com or call him at 740-852-
1616, ext. 1619.

Michael 
Williamson

See SANDERS | 3
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OK, yes, at first I 
laughed at this headline. 
I’ve been to China, and I 
know that they consume 
a lot of rice, the most of 
any people in the world. 
They also produce the 
most. So my first reaction 
to this was: What’s next? 
China selling corn to us? 
Will we be selling ice in 
Antarctica?

But hey, according to 
the article, The People’s 
Republic also imports 
a lot of rice, too. That’s 
surprising, but maybe not. 
The population there is 
exceeding rice production, 
despite the gradual shift 
to more of a pork protein 
diet.

So why not get in on 
the rice export to China 
business? We are already 
sending the Chinese more 
than a billion bushels of 
soybeans a year, so why 
not send them some rice, 
as well?

What impresses me 
most in this article is that 
the U.S. and Chinese offi-
cials actually reached an 
agreement on exporting 
the rice from us to them. 
That’s a positive sign for 
the future.

gary Brock can be reached at 937-
556-5759.

From page 2

Brock

caused an epidemic in humans.
It wasn’t until the days of checking DNA and 

genomic testing did anyone realize the differ-
ent “strains” of influenza. (I call it a strain even 
though a more appropriate term is genotype.) 
Influenza or flu as most people call it has a long 
history even though most of us chalk it up as 
one of those diseases that might cause us to stay 
home from work or school for a couple of days.

The 1918 influenza outbreak caused a pan-
demic world-wide. In the spring of 1918 then a 
reappearance in the fall, this pandemic caused 
an estimated 50 million human deaths world-
wide. So influenza isn’t anything to trifle with 
especially in this age of around-the-world travel, 
a virus that can jump back and forth between 
humans, pigs, poultry, and wild birds then back 
again.

You would need to live in a shoe box to not 
know about the influenza outbreak in pigs that 
occurred recently at the Clinton County Fair. 
What you may not know is that influenza in pigs 
at the Clinton Country Fair appears to actually 
contain some human DNA genetic code rather 
than just the normal flu virus found in pigs.

Here are some basic facts. From early in my 
career until recent years, influenza was primar-
ily classified as H1N1. Now with molecular 
genetics and DNA analysis we know that the 
virus has been changing. It has mutated to 
several different new types. For instance just 
to name a few there is: H3N2, H7N8, H3N5 
and then we could also discuss low-pathogen 
vs. high pathogen influenza. You get the idea, 
as fast as the virus can modify itself to attack a 
vulnerable animal or a human, it will.

Formerly swine vaccines were primarily 
for H1N1. You can deduce that a vaccine for 
a specific genotype may be very effective, we 
can’t vaccinate our way out of having either sick 
animals or sick humans if the latest infection is a 
different genotype.

The current strategy experts have espoused is 
biosecurity. This refers to the use of a common 

sense approach towards eliminating or minimiz-
ing exposure when evaluating the risk of con-
tracting a disease in either humans or animals.

Sick pigs just like sick children should have 
limited risk or no risk of exposing others. Don’t 
send a sick pig with a fever to the fair just as you 
shouldn’t send a sick child to school.

Someone took a sick pig with a fever to the 
Clinton County Fair. Authorities know this 
because pigs started spiking fevers immediately 
upon arrival rather than the virus incubating 
several days before illness appeared. Fortunately, 
the fair veterinarian recognized early on that too 
many pigs were getting sick and called for diag-
nostic expertise from the virologists at the State 
Animal Diagnostic Lab in Reynoldsburg. They 
responded immediately.

Nasal swabs confirmed a diagnosis of influ-
enza H3N2. Over the next couple of days more 
pigs tested positive demonstrating that an 
epidemic had started. Approximately 68 pigs 
were confirmed ill of the slightly less than 300 
pigs in the swine pavilion. Since then the CDC 
in Atlanta is still doing further DNA sequencing 
to pinpoint its precise anatomy. A human DNA 
sequence has also been identified in the virus.

Dr. Tony Forshey, the state veterinarian, 
and his team quarantined the barn early in the 
course of the disease. The team made the deci-
sion to allow the youth to show their projects 
while in quarantine as the show arena was 
adjacent to the pig pens. Parents were allowed 
to attend to watch the 4-Hers show their animals 
but other interested parties were excluded. At 
the conclusion of the show the pigs were then 
sent to a packing plant for processing into meat 
– a normal sequence of events after most county 
fair shows.

Talk about fake news! News outlets reported 
faster than the influenza could spread that 
the pigs were destroyed and the barn burned 
down. What a bunch of baloney, or perhaps I 
should say sausage, the pig kind. No pigs were 
destroyed at the fair and no barns burned. The 
pigs after the show were shipped to a packing 
company for processing into meat. With stan-
dard processing and inspection, all of the meat 
from chops to bacon, was determined to be safe 
to consume. Contrary to what was reported 

and several other news outlets the barn was not 
burned but cleaned and sanitized. Since those 
early reports, news organizations did get their 
stories straight.

Some exhibitors’ parents had paid several 
thousand dollars for their pigs to ensure their 
child’s project was a winner. These exhibitors 
were angry because their plans were to ship 
these high dollar porkers from fair to fair and 
win as many prizes as possible. Perhaps they 
may have even planned on a climax at the State 
Fair. If their pig was a champion it would bring 
a lot of recognition and money in the Sale of 
Champions.

These individuals would have chosen to 
ignore the health risks. Should these infected 
pigs be allowed to move to other show prem-
ises, a major epidemic was certain to occur at 
every exhibition the pigs appeared and likely 
start a human health crisis.

Ohio’s commercial swine industry would also 
have been put to a serious health and economic 
risk. It is readily apparent that protecting all 
Ohioans and the commercial swine industry is 
critical. There are over two million commercial 
breeding and market swine in Ohio supplying 
high quality protein in the form of meat to us 
the consumer.

While I grew up showing pigs, my sons 
showed pigs and my granddaughters are show-
ing pigs next month, today it is most important 
to protect the commercial swine industry rather 
than gunners going for the big prize who do 
not comprehend the importance of biosecurity. 
There is more to life than the big prize, the 
accompanying recognition and a big paycheck 
for a few individuals.

Dr. Forshey took a lot of heat for quarantining 
those Clinton County pigs, allowing them to 
show their pigs, then shutting down the swine 
exhibition and sending the pigs to slaughter. In 
view of the virus containing aberrant human 
DNA code, allowing the pigs to move onto 
other exhibitions may have started a human 
influenza epidemic. In my estimation he made a 
wise decision for the Ohio citizens and also the 
swine industry but yet was compassionate to 
4-Hers in Clinton County. Kudos to Dr. Forshey 
and his team.

From page 2

Sanders
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Highland County home to Old Dutch Hops
By Michael Williamson
mwilliamson@aimmediamidwest.com

On a back road in Highland County, 
behind the Old Dutch Cemetery — a 
graveyard that dates back to the American 
Revolution — sits the Wilson family farm. 
The 250-acre plot of land, which has been 
in the family for more than 75 years, is 
home to two generations of farmers.

The elder, John Michael “Mike” Wilson, 
oversees the traditional farming practices 
such as harvesting corn and hay, carry-
ing on the tradition of his parents who 
purchased the farm in the years preceding 
World War II.

However, Wilson’s daughter, Amanda, 
and her husband, Brady Kirwan, occupy a 
2-acre stretch of that land where they hope 
to both carry on the torch as third genera-
tion farmers and start something new — 
organic hops production.

Journey home
Kirwan and Wilson operate the state’s 

first Ohio Ecological Food and Farm 
Association’s Certified Organic hops yard. 
Named after the neighboring graveyard, 
Old Dutch Hops is home to six varieties of 
hops plants including Cascade, Chinook, 
Magnum, Nugget, Columbus and Centen-
nial.

“We were deciding on coming back 
here and started doing some research on 
what to start with,” Kirwan said. The two 
met in Kirwan’s home state of California 
while working as park rangers at Yosemite 
National Park. Kirwan had been working 
as a laborer for the park and Wilson was 
exploring an interest in park services after 
receiving her degree from Ohio University.

She found that she had a growing inter-
est in farming and for being back home.

A growing trend
Kirwan began research into the subject 

of hops farming, particularly with regard 
to the work that Brad Bergefurd, a hor-
ticulture specialist with The Ohio State 
University, was doing into the subject. 
Bergefurd and his team operate a number 
of test hops yards at the OSU South Cen-
ters in Piketon.

According to Ohio State’s College of 
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 
Sciences website, “The Ohio Depart-
ment of Liquor Control handed out more 
alcohol-manufacturing permits in the first 
six months of 2011 than it did all of 2010.” 
This spike started a trend that has contin-
ued in some capacity in the subsequent 

Photos by Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
Kirwan and Wilson drinking coffee in their trailer.

One of six hops varieties hanging on the vine. 
The crops persist despite wet weather and insect 
pests.

Old Dutch Hops’ 
2-acre yard of 
crops. Six varieties 
of hops grow 
among the rows of 
vines.

seven or eight years.
Many brewery, pub, tavern and bar 

patrons might see the effects of these sta-
tistics on the menus of their favorite beer-
serving establishments. Craft and micro-
breweries are competing for page space 
with many of the nationally-recognized 
beer brands.

With the growing trend of micro-brew-
eries popping up around the state comes 
the demand for more hops being grown 
locally. That’s where people like Wilson 
and Kirwan come in.

They are part of the Ohio Hops Growers 
Guild (OHGG), an organization formed in 
2014 with the goal of uniting Ohio hops 
growers and creating a standard of qual-
ity and practices. Since that formation, 
the group has grown to more than 80 
members whose primary focus is bringing 
information about locally-sourced hops to 
fellow growers and the general public.

On July 22, the OHGG sponsored an 
open house for nine hops yards around 
the state. Those interested in the subject 
could tour their local yards and learn 
about the whole subject of hops farming. 
Among the stops was Old Dutch Hops 
and their Hillsboro yard.

The process
“I think we like the idea of bringing 

diversity back to the way farms used to 
be,” Wilson said. Rather than solely focus-
ing on the large crops of the surrounding 
fields, the couple decided to try their hand 
at something different. “I think that’s what 
drew us to it, also. It’s such an odd crop,” 
Kirwan said.

The set-up of a hops yard with its trellis 
system is an interesting sight among the 
traditional fields of soybeans and corn. 

With the exception of the height differ-
ence, the process is not dissimilar to the 
makeup of a grape vineyard.

The hops are grown on vines which 
crawl up strands of rope made of coconut 
fiber, and the ropes dangle from metal 
wires which are attached to 20-foot, wood-
en poles. They are planted in long rows, 
divided by open patches of grass. For 
Wilson and Kirwan, they use two of these 
open rows to house chickens.

“We are interested in the idea of sustain-
ability and as much organic farming as we 
can,” Wilson said. “The chickens feed off 
the land and help to fertilize it.”

The technique of pasteurizing the chick-
ens in this way is attributed to Joel Salatin, 
a Virginia farmer known for his unique 
approach to the world of farming. That 
approach and thought-process is some-

See HIGHLAND | 5
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thing that appeals to Wilson and Kirwan.
“A lot of people mis-characterize hops as an easy crop 

to grow,” Kirwan said. “It is and it isn’t.” Once the crops 
are in the ground and growing, weeding and watering is 
about their only maintenance. However, the accessibility 
of the crop leaves it open to insects.

“We’ve had some problems this year with bugs, espe-
cially the Japanese beetles,” said Kirwan, referring to the 
torn leaves of the hanging plants. For the most part, other 
growers are having the same issues.

Growing a business
Wilson and Kirwan sell their Old Dutch Hops products 

at two farmer’s markets, the Northside Farmers Market 
in Cincinnati, and the Hillsboro Farmer’s Market closer to 
home. They also sell to the Fibonacci Brewing Company 
in Cincinnati, a company with which they have a good 
working relationship. Wilson and Kirwan sell their hops 
at $6 per pound for wet hops and $15 per pound for dry 
hops.

The Ohio Department of Agriculture has recently 
complicated the process by changing the rules for the pel-
letizing process with regard to water content in harvested 
crops. The state has also shut down the Ohio’s only com-
mericial-sized hops pelletizing machine, which makes the 
hops grower’s ability to begin selling more problematic.

“It’s slowed down the process. But we have made more 
this year than we’ve put in,” Kirwan said. “But with har-
vesting labor and transportation, it’ll take more time to 
actually see a profit.” As with any type of farming, the 
profitablity lies in the process of learning how to grow 
their yield.

The Old Dutch Hops adventure is a more than two-
year project for the couple and something they hope to 

continue.
“We haven’t figured out how to do it 100 percent,” Wil-

son said. “But we’d like to get to the point where it’s more 
sustainable.” Wilson works as a paramedic and Kirwan an 
EMT, both part-time.

“We mostly do it to help pay for supplies and the ani-
mals,” Wilson said. They split their time between the 
hops yard, work, and learning how to farm.

Eventually, they would like to learn enough about it 
to make farming their lives. They hope to keep the hops 
yard part of the process and to incorporate the ideas of 
true, sustainable farming intact. For them, it starts with 
experimentation and discovery. According to Wilson, 
they are still working on finding their place in the world 
of farming.

“That’s the part we haven’t quite figured out yet,” she 
said.

Rural Life Today writer Michael Williamson can be reached at 740-852-1616, ext. 
1619.
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“I need little help in the spring and 
harvest is coming up, so I’ll need 
some help with that,” Thompson 
said. “But in the summertime, it’s 
pretty much just me.”

Thompson is also part of the Ohio 
Hops Growers Guild (OHGG), an 
organization formed to help set a 
standard of quality and practice for 
Ohio growers and now has more than 
70 members statewide. The OHGG 
sponsored a hop yard tour on July 
22, which featured nine yards around 
the state, OSHY among them.

Like many in the guild, his interest 
started with a passion and love of 
quality beer — something Thomp-
son hopes to continue as he moves 

toward building more working rela-
tionships with local breweries.

“Mother Stewart’s in Springfield, 
they’re great. Nine Giant in Cincinna-
ti is my local brewpub that I can walk 
to,” Thompson said. He has formed 
a relationship with those two compa-
nies, but since the plants take 3 to 4 
years to mature, he plans on meeting 
with more places in that time.

“It’s definitely an experimental 
project and something we’re all still 
learning about,” he said. Much of the 
country’s most fruitful hops yards are 
in California. For Ohio growers, it’s 
all about cultivating and understand-
ing how to make a quality product. 
“We’re small now, but there’s no 
reason we can’t meet those standards 
that people are looking for.”

Rural Life Today writer Michael Williamson can be 
reached at 740-852-1616, ext. 1619. Photos by Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today

Paint Creek, which runs through the property, provides the historical name-basis for Olamani Sipu Hop 
Yard. The name was a Delaware Indian name for the creek.

One of two varieties of hops including Cascade and Centennial. The crops have done well considering 
the season’s over-abundance of rain.

From page 1

Hops 

Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
The hops harvester, one of only a handful in the state, hitched to 
the farm’s tractor. The couple uses the machine on their crops and 
other yards.

Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
Brady Kirwan, Amanda Wilson and Brown Dog standing among the 
rows of vines at Old Dutch Hops, their hops yard in Highland County.

From page 4

Highland
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U.S. Ag Secretary set to 
speak at Agronomy Field Day

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

WASHINGTON CH 
— U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Perdue is 
tentatively scheduled to 
be the keynote speaker 
at the Southwest Ohio 
Corn Growers and Fayette 
County Agronomy Field 
Day on Tuesday, Aug. 
15 at the Fayette County 
Airport.

Perdue — a former farmer, agribusi-
nessman, veterinarian, state legislator, 
and governor of Georgia — became the 
31st United States Secretary of Agricul-
ture on April 25.

“As secretary, I will champion the 
concerns of farmers, ranchers, foresters 
and producers, and will work tirelessly to 
solve the issues facing our farm families,” 
Perdue said when he was sworn in. “I am 
proud to have been given this opportunity 
and look forward to rolling up my sleeves 
and getting to work as we continue to 
move the USDA and our nation forward.”

According to his bio, Perdue came 
by his knowledge of agriculture the old-
fashioned way: he was born into a farm-
ing family in Bonaire, Ga. From child-
hood and through his life in business and 
elected office, Perdue has experienced the 
industry from every possible perspective.

Perdue has pledged to be an unapolo-
getic advocate for American agriculture.

The annual field day event will be held 

from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is free 
and lunch is provided.

Other topics and speakers will include:
- Spray drift and spray nozzle selec-

tions: Erdal Ozkan from the Ohio State 
University;

- Follow-up for 2018 Farm Bill listen-
ing session: Jed Bower, Ohio Corn and 
Wheat Growers;

- Corn seeding rates and emergence: 
John Fulton, the Ohio State University;

- Corn ear rot, diagnostic demonstra-
tion: Pierce Paul, the Ohio State Univer-
sity;

- Using on-farm research to make 
adaptive nitrogen decisions: Elizabeth 
Hawkins, the Ohio State University;

- Cover crops for pollinators: Denise 
Ellsworth, the Ohio State University;

- Ohio Corn and Wheat Growers Asso-
ciation update;

- Programs available to plant pollinator 
strips: Katie Maust, USDA Farm Service 
Agency, and Will Newman, Pheasants 
Forever.

All-day events will include: corn and 
soybean plots, two $500 gift certificate 
drawings for Ohio Corn Grower mem-
bers, a trade show, plane rides from FCA 
Flight Training, health screenings in the 
morning, and CCA credits and private 
pesticide re-certification credits offered.

The Fayette County Airport & Dem-
onstration Farm is located at 2770 State 
Route 38, Washington Court House.

Reach Ryan Carter at 740-313-0352 or on Twitter @
rywica

Perdue at Fayette County event on Aug. 15

U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture 
Sonny PerdueFair board welcomes new royalty

By Carolyn Harmon
charmon@dailyadvocate.com

GREENVILLE —The Darke County 
Fair board welcomed the 2017 Darke 
County Junior Fair Queen and King Shel-
by Manning, of Union City and Wyatt 
King of Greenville, during its meeting 
July 19. The Darke County Fair will be 
held Aug. 18-26.

Fair Director Brian Rismiller told 2016 
Junior Fair Queen Molly Hunt that she 
was a great queen, who thought outside 
of the box. “I will miss you,” board mem-
ber Russ Bennett said.

More discussion continued about the 
Dog Barn at the Fair Board meeting.

Many 4-H members came out to show 
their interest in and support for the proj-
ect. The discussion ended in an approved 
motion to build a dog barn only when 
the 4-H members raise 50 percent 

($89,000) of the projected funds, within 
a two-year time frame.

The board also approved the following: 
to allow the sale committee to hang a 
banner to recognize livestock buyers; to 
allow new voting machines to be used at 
the annual election, Thursday Aug. 24; 
to allow the motorcycle races to come to 
the 2018 fair; to allow a demo derby to 
rent the facility for a non - fair event for 
$20,000, to allow a tree carver to come 
in and carve one of the standing dead 
trees for $1,000; to disinfect all north 
barns and south horse show barns, as 
had been done in the past; to move all 
livestock unpaid buyers from 2016 off 
the update, and clear them from Quick-
Books.

The writer may be reached at 937-569-4354. Join the 
conversation and get updates on Facebook search Darke 
County sports or Advocate 360. For more features online 
go to dailyadvocate.com.

Carolyn Harmon | The Daily Advocate
The Darke County Fair board welcomed the 2017 Darke County Junior Fair Queen and King Shelby 
Manning (right), of Union City, Ohio and Wyatt King, of Greenville, during its meeting July 19.
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the build in time for the 1967 farm year.
“It’s got a lot of history,” McCabe said, not only 

referring to the life the machine has had since its cre-
ation, but also about the very parts that make up its 
unique design. “I found an aircraft tow tractor frame in 
a junkyard in Archbold,” McCabe said. “So, I bought 
that thing and I brought it home. I tore it all apart and 
all I used was just the frame.” Most of the inner parts, 
including the axles were rusted out and unusable.

“Those axles there, are military axles from when 
they built the airstrips in the 50’s.” After the Second 
World War, the United States military began recon-
struction projects in the Pacific islands which included 
a number of military bases and airfields. McCabe 
acquired parts from those vehicles nearly a decade 
after their initial use.

Another example being the saddle tanks and dash-
board which were from a 1959 semi tractor.

“We had air-conditioning and electric hydraulics 
clear back in the 70’s,” McCabe said. “The industry 
didn’t have air-conditioning or anything yet.” The 
heating and air conditioning unit on the tractor was 
stripped from a different vehicle altogether. “The 
whole unit come off the firewall of a, I think, it was a 
‘59 Ford automobile.”

Nearly every part of the tractor has a story like that. 
From the customized rims, to the uniquely placed air 
cleaners which cling to its sides and onto the trailer 
McCabe built to haul it. Nearly every section of the 
tractor has McCabe’s unique stamp.

Trailblazing in the fields
For McCabe, creativity and ingenuity didn’t stop 

with the tractor. “When I started planting, we started 
planting in 38 or 40-inch rows. That’s what everybody 
had, a 4-row corn planter,” McCabe said. A friend 
then came to him wondering how they could increase 
the size of their planters without gaining the inconve-
nience and time-wasting issues of larger ones.

Although John Deere made a larger corn planter, 
the six-row 694, it was 18-feet wide which meant that 
it was too wide to haul on the road. “You have to turn 
around and truck it, pull it, and nobody wanted to do 

that,” McCabe said.
He thought about the issue and decided to purchase 

2 smaller, 2-row planting units and mount them onto 
the 4-row units himself. The result was a six-row 
planter with less width that made it able to go on the 
road. “I built myself one and I built him one,” McCabe 
said. “People found out that I was making 6-row corn 
planters and everybody wanted to go to 30-inch rows.” 
So when people would go to the local John Deere 
dealer, he would point them to McCabe’s farm. “I end 
up building seven or eight of those 6-row corn planters 
and got everybody started in 30-inch rows.”

This trend continued throughout McCabe’s life. In 
the middle part of the 2000’s, some tractor builders 
came to visit him. By this time “BLACKJACK” was 
a recognized machine and its unique but innovative 
design was something to pay attention to.

“They came out with a new a tractor and wanted to 
see what they did right and wrong about that tractor,” 
McCabe said. He made a suggestion to the design and 
showed them what he meant by pointing it out on his 
own machine. “They said, ‘You’ve had that since 1967 
and we’re just now thinking of it now?’”

According to McCabe, it took an additional 7 years 
to get it to the assembly line. “The 2015’s came out 
with what I told them to do in 2008. I just saw one the 
other day.”

Looking back
McCabe has since pulled back from the life of a 

farmer but looks back on his time fondly. He now lives 
with his wife in Champaign County and enjoys show-
ing off his historic machine. He has gone to the Steam 
Threshers for a number of years and takes every oppor-
tunity he can to tell his story.

“I started farming when I was a freshman in high 
school,” he said. “I bought a tractor, plow and corn 
picker for $60.” Since then, McCabe has appeared in 
print publications and on RFD-TV, his tractor was also 
featured as a classic tractor on the back of a yearly his-
toric tractor calendar for 2017.

“That’s been the story of my life.”
It’s the history and all that’s been involved with 

his life and his machine that has made the biggest 
impact on him. In his time, he has farmed, worked as a 
mechanic, worked on highways and built any number 
of machines and equipment for himself and for others. 
He has spent a lifetime earning the right to be a true 
jack-of-all-trades.

Reach Michael Williamson at 740-852-1616, ext. 1619.

Photos by Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
Jack McCabe, owner and builder of the custom “BLACKJACK” 
tractor, sits under his tent at the Miami Valley Steam Threshers 
show in Plain City.

Jack McCabe drives his “BLACKJACK” down North Avenue in Plain 
City during the Grand Parade of the 68th Miami Valley Steam 
Threshers show.

From page 1

Tractor

Carolyn Harmon | The Daily 
Advocate

KitchenAid Store 
Manager Gloria Keller-

Brinley was surrounded 
by piles of homemade 

pasta and boiling water 
in the Greenville store, 

Wednesday, July 12. She 
taught a cooking class on 

basic egg noodle pasta and 
fettuccine alfredo for the 

Darke County Farm Bureau.

Piles of homemade pasta wait to be 
boiled at KitchenAid, in Greenville, 
Wednesday, July 12. KitchenAid Store 
Manager Gloria Keller-Brinley taught 
a cooking class on basic egg noodle 
pasta and fettuccine alfredo for the 
Darke County Farm Bureau.

organization director Melinda Lee, for 
Champaign, Clark, Darke and Miami 
counties said the OFBF has been offer-
ing cooking classes for about 10 years.

“The idea behind it is to get people 
to come in, learn about local products 
and different businesses in the county,” 
she said. “This will help them source 
their food locally and learn how to pre-
pare it from a local chef. It is something 
people really enjoy and this year we 
have been sold out on all four nights.”

Carol Brining, of Greenville, signed 
up for all four classes, and has also 
attended classes the previous years that 
OFBF had offered. She said she enjoys 
the variety of foods they teach people 

to make, using different local ingredi-
ents.

“I like to support the local,” she said.
The first two classes in the series 

took place at KitchenAid Experience. 
In addition to the pasta class July 12, 
the July 5 class featured beef with the 
Merchant House hosting. The July 
19 class took place at A & B Coffee 
and Cake Co., with a demonstration 
of homemade apple bread. The final 
night, July 26, featured pork with Win-
ners Meats doing a demonstration at 
the Winery at Versailles.

For more information about future 
classes, contact the Darke County Farm 
Bureau at 1-855-335-1471 or e-mail 
darke@ofbf.org.

The writer may be reached at 937-569-4354. Join the 
conversation and get updates on Facebook search 
Darke County sports or Advocate 360. For more 
features online go to dailyadvocate.com.

From page 1

Food
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4-H delegate takes Washington trip
By Carolyn Harmon
charmon@dailyadvocate.com

GREENVILLE — For Molly Hunt 
of Greenville, traveling to Washington 
D.C. representing 4-H was a unique and 
rewarding experience.

Hunt was the Darke County 4-H del-
egate chosen to attend Citizen Washing-
ton Focus (CWF), in Washington, D.C. 
in June.

Every summer, high school students 
from across the country travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. to participate in CWF, 4-H’s 
leadership and citizenship program 
for high school students. CWF is an 
opportunity for 4-H’ers to learn ways 
to become citizen leaders and make a 
difference in their communities. Hunt 
had completed an Ohio Achievement 
Records and was chosen for the trip, 
based on her active involvement in the 
4-H program at the county, state and 
national level, according to 4-H Youth 
Development OSU Extension, Darke 
County Extension Director, Extension 
Educator Rhonda Williams.

“Molly is an active member of the 
Ohio 4-H Health Heroes, and through 
this program she has traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C. two times for the National 
4-H Healthy Living Summit,” Williams 
said. “She has embraced the opportuni-
ties that 4-H has to offer and as a result, 
she had the opportunity to experience 
many exciting trips and programs. 
Molly will also work as a student assis-
tant during 4-H activities at the Ohio 
State Fair.”

Hunt left for Washington D.C. June 

25 on an 8-hour bus ride, and returned 
July 1.

“It was a really neat opportunity,” 
Hunt said.

According to Hunt, touring was a 
big part of the trip. The group went to 
Mount Vernon and to all of the monu-
ments. She said her favorite trip was 
to Capitol Hill, when she met Senator 
Rob Portman. She was chosen out of 
the Ohio Delegation to personally speak 
with him about Ohio 4-H and CWF. In 
addition, Hunt gave him an Ohio 4-H 
pin.

“He is my state’s senator,” Hunt said. 
“How many chances in a lifetime do you 
get to stand in front of the capitol and 
shake hands with your senator? Most 
people from Darke County don’t get to 
do that. He was really down to earth, 
very much for 4-H and very impressed 
with us all.”

Hunt said she was chosen out of all of 
the other delegates to speak with Sena-
tor Portman based on the opinion of the 
group’s tour guide.

“We were taking our bus ride from the 
National 4-H Conference Center and our 
tour guide was talking about why D.C. 
only has three electoral college votes. He 
was trying to think of what the amend-
ment was, and I kindly informed him 
and he said, ‘How did you know that?’ 
He was very impressed. Kudos to my 
civics teacher for teaching me that.”

One of the purposes of the trip was 
for the delegates to develop an Ohio 
community action plan, Hunt said. 
Their group of five created an inner 
agricultural plan to be developed in 

Montgomery County, called the Miami 
Valley Agricultural Advocates. The plan 
is to start community gardens in low 
income schools in Dayton.

“The drug issue in Montgomery 
County is awful,” she said. “We want 
to find an activity for kids after school, 
instead of doing drugs and making bad 
choices. This program will give them 
some opportunity to learn about agri-
culture, because Montgomery County 
is not as big in agriculture as Darke and 
Preble. The plan also includes lessons 
about business, as they will sell what 
they produce in their garden at farmers 
markets, in Dayton. Hopefully in the 
next couple of months, we will have that 
kick - started. We are working right now 
with Congressman Warren Davidson 
(Eighth District) to jump start that.”

In addition, the group was split into 
committees to discuss and create bills. 
While Hunt learned a lot on the trip, 

she had a lot of fun. She purchased 
tube socks of her favorite president 
Thomas Jefferson, and wore them into 
the Library of Congress and to a dance; 
attended a dinner theater production of 
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat”; visited the Washington 
National Cathedral and “Twilight Tat-
too”, an hour-long, live-action military 
pageant at Summerall Field.

Hunt said she found the trip reaf-
firming in her interest of working for 
the government in Washington, D.C. 
She sees herself working with natural 
resources and political science at either 
the Smithsonian Institute or for the U.S. 
Secretary of Interior. Hunt will attend 
The Ohio State University this fall to 
major in Geology with a double minor in 
Political Science and 4-H Youth Educa-
tion. One of her more immediate goals 
is to get an internship in Washington 
D.C. next summer.

Molly Hunt’s Washington, D.C. trip reaffirms future aspirations

Courtesy photos
Molly Hunt, of Greenville, was the Darke County 4-H delegate chosen to attend Citizen Washington 
Focus, in Washington, D.C. last month.
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Steam Threshers parade 
rolls through Plain City

PLAIN CITY — The Main Street 
sidewalks were packed with eager 
viewers July 14 in Plain City for the 
annual Grand Parade of the Miami 
Valley Steam Threshers Association 
(MVSTA). Usually considered one of 
the event’s main attractions, the parade 
kicked off at 6 p.m. with an introduc-
tion by announcer, Rick Brewer, fol-
lowed by the singing of the national 
anthem by 2017 Jonathan Alder High 
School graduate, Emma McLain.

“This year’s show went very well,” 
said Amber Martinez, secretary of the 
MVSTA. “We had a good turnout and 
even had someone asking to have a 
second parade for people that couldn’t 
make it.”

Martinez helped coordinate the 
parade’s exit at the north entrance 
of the park, making sure that all par-
ticipants had their packets and infor-
mation for the announcing portion. 
“There was a little shuffling around in 
the order because of Thursday’s rain,” 

she said. “But there weren’t any huge 
changes and everything after went 
well.”

This year’s feature tractor brand was 
John Deere, a brand which has been a 
regular steam show member since the 
early days. Several of the bright green 
machines led the way for the nearly 
hour and 30 minutes of the parade. 
The line left Pastime Park’s north 
entrance, made its way down North 
Avenue, rolled down Main Street to 
Park Street and finally, turned back 
into the park’s grounds.

Other notable tractor companies 
included Massey-Harris, Allis Chalm-
ers, Oliver and Farmall, a selection of 
brands displaying models going as far 
back as the 1910s.

In addition to the tractors, the 
parade featured a handful of floats 
advertising local businesses, organiza-
tions and other events. “We tried to 
break up the order a little with the 
various floats and other vehicles,” 

Martinez said. Among them, the Miller 
Cabinet Company, Firepunk Diesel, the 
London Strawberry Festival, and the 
West Jefferson Ox Roast royalty.

After the parade, crowds followed 
the gas and steam engine machines 
back to the park to enjoy a variety of 
food, festivities, and a turn-of-the-
century atmosphere.

Several vendors lined the path from 
the south end of the park near the pool 
to the north entrance and beyond to 
the park’s campground area. Visitors 
to the park could also enjoy demon-
strations of wheat threshing as well as 
shingle and veneer mills running peri-
odically throughout the grounds.

Among the most popular events to 
follow the parade were the lawn mower 
races and the old-fashioned baseball 
game (historically spelled, “base ball”), 
featuring The Ohio Village Muffins 
and Plain City’s own, Pleasant Valley 
Dutchmen. The game has become a 
tradition on parade night by allowing 
viewers a look into the sport’s past.

Players wear vintage uniforms and 
follow rules from the 1860s, one of 
which has the players catching the ball 
without baseball mitts. The home team 
managed to leave with a 21-5 victory 
over the Muffins.

The show continued over the week-

end with its main features. On Satur-
day was the Central Ohio Tractor Pull-
ers Association truck and tractor pulls 
and the Ohio State Antique Tractor 
Pullers Associations show was on Sun-
day. Saturday’s show had a record-set-
ting attendance for the day. “It usually 
starts busy in the morning, slows down 
in the afternoon and is really busy in 
the evening. But this year, it was busy 
all day Saturday,” Martinez said.

She also said she is already looking 
forward to next year’s show. The 2018 
Steam Threshers feature will be Ford, 
Unusual and Rare.

Michael Williamson | The Madison Press
A line of McCormick Farmall tractors sitting on 
display in Pastime Park.
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Wanted

DM Tool & Plastics
in Lewisburg, Ohio has a job 

opening for the following position.
Shipping / Receiving DepARTMenT:

Must be able to lift up to 50 lbs. occasionally.
Be able to work in a fast pace environment

have a good attendance record
good math & basic computer skills

 hours are 10:00-6:30 Mon-Fri.                                                              
Must apply within at:

4140 US Route 40e
Lewisburg, Ohio 45338

41
00

99
84

Wanted

WANTED
Tool & Mold Makers

DM Tool
4140 U.S. 40 East

Lewisburg, OH 45338
937-962-4140

DM Tool & Plastics in Lewisburg, Ohio 
has job openings for the following 

position. Tool Maker with experience 
on Lathe and Mill Machines. Day/

Night Shift, Full/Part Time available. 
Must apply within at:

41
00

99
97

Apartments /Townhouses

40
95

01
40

Camden Commons/

Eagle Nest Apts.

Fifty-five & Older
Accepting Applications for

1, 2 & 3 Bdrm Apts.
Rent Starting at $365

(937)456-6769

Motorcycles

WANTED!!
 ALL MOTORCYCLES

PRE- 1980.
RUNNING OR NOT.

ALL MAKES/ MODELS.
CASH PAID!

CALL 845-389-3239
cyclesndmore10@gmail.com

41009579

Miscellaneous

Call 
937-652-4759 

for a 
Free estimate

 3C 
Contracting

Exterior Painting

Residential, 
Commercial, 
Agricultural

41
00

34
18

Check out our 
Classifi eds

online!
REAL ESTATE SALES

3600 Orphans Rd. Eldorado, 5.1 acres with 3 BRs, dining room, 2 baths, livestock 

barn, shop, home was completely remodeled in 2007.

201 N. Commerce St. Lewisburg, Income producing rental with 2 units, garage & 

shop.

907 Aukerman St. Eaton, 2-3 BR home sitting on 2 city lots. Owner was in the process 

of remodeling & needs finished. 

707 E. Somers St. Eaton-SOLD by the Auction Method of Selling & Buying!
Lakengren Properties: 48 Ram Dr. Eaton, move-in ready 3 BR ranch home with 2 baths. 

664 Skodborg Dr. Eaton, 3 BR home with full basement, deck & attached garage.

0 Greenland Dr. Eaton, 3 building lots approx. .42 of an acre per lot. 

Personal Property Auction: Saturday, August 12th, at 10 am: 7364 Paint Creek 

Rd. Camden, OH, Personal lifetime collection of Manfred Schreyer (owner of Taffy’s)-Large 

amount of antiques, collectibles, Indian artifacts from Preble County, Wayne County, Indiana 

items, furniture, glassware, paper goods, firearms, Chevy truck, 4 wheeler, zero turn mower, 

Studebaker horse drawn wagon-harness, tools, farm & barn items. It’s truly an auction that has 

something for everyone! 

Real Estate & Personal Property Auctions: In Cooperation with Lucky 
Montoya, Auctioneer & Realtor 313.1660-auctionzip & id #5976 or www.
bid2lucky.com 
Saturday, August 19th at 10 am: 893 S. Farmersville/Johnsville Rd. New Lebanon, 

OH 20 +/- acres. 2-story tenant home, livestock barn, shop.  Several hand/power tools of all 

kinds, Shop, barn, farm items, coal forges, blacksmith tools, metal working tools, household, 

furniture, glassware, collectibles, 2 ice boxes. Call for a buyer’s packet. 

Saturday, September 2nd, at 10 am: -6740 Kalbfleisch Rd. Middletown, OH. 5 

gorgeous acres w/1552 sq. ft. home, 3 BRs, 2 baths and full basement. It also has a covered 

bridge over the creek. Barn, shop, garage. Also selling classic cars-1966 Ford Mustang, 

1969 Pontiac Le Mans convertible, 1997 Chevy S10, 1998 Concorde, 1986 Plymouth 

Voyager van, collectibles, furniture, household, shop, tools. Call for a buyer’s packet.

Call today for your private tour of these homes!

41
00

72
25

real estate for sale
&

Upcoming Auctions 

OPEN HOUSES
Thursday ~ June 6th ~ 5:00-5:45PM

40
13

50
61

104 JETTA DR.,
CAMDEN $65,000

Hosted By Anna Marie Roach

548 SKODBORG DR.,
EATON $107,000

Hosted By Martha Maggard

1414 N. BARRON ST.,
EATON $119,000

Hosted By Aaron Maggard

63 N. MAIN ST., WEST
ALEXANDRIA $84,000
Hosted By Cindy Kramer

301 E. ST. CLAIR ST.,
EATON $99,900

Hosted By Bob Roach

225 W. SOMERS ST.,
EATON $84,500

Hosted By Vicki Jackson

BOB ROACH, AUCTIONEER & REALTOR
ANNA MARIE ROACH, REALTOR
PREBLE PLUS + REALTY
(937) 456.4967 or (937) 533.7081
ONLINE @ www.walnutharvestauctions.com

Offered by
Walnut harvest auctions, llC

Bob Roach, Auctioneer, & Realtor  937-533-7081
Anna Marie Roach, Manager, & Realtor 937-657-5626
Grant A. Bussey, Apprentice Auctioneer

Chad Higgins, INC.
Auctionzip & id #1025

Auctions

41004230

Houses For Sale

OPEN HOUSES
Thursday ~ June 6th ~ 5:00-5:45PM

40
13

50
61

104 JETTA DR.,
CAMDEN $65,000

Hosted By Anna Marie Roach

548 SKODBORG DR.,
EATON $107,000

Hosted By Martha Maggard

1414 N. BARRON ST.,
EATON $119,000

Hosted By Aaron Maggard

63 N. MAIN ST., WEST
ALEXANDRIA $84,000
Hosted By Cindy Kramer

301 E. ST. CLAIR ST.,
EATON $99,900

Hosted By Bob Roach

225 W. SOMERS ST.,
EATON $84,500

Hosted By Vicki Jackson

BOB ROACH, AUCTIONEER & REALTOR
ANNA MARIE ROACH, REALTOR
PREBLE PLUS + REALTY
(937) 456.4967 or (937) 533.7081
ONLINE @ www.walnutharvestauctions.com

Grant A. Bussey,
Apprentice Auctioneer

Chad Higgins, INC.

Real estate foR sale
3600 Orphans Road, Eaton, Ohio

A country home on 5.1 acres.  This 
home was completely remodeled in 
2007 with new drywall-, electric, 
plumbing, insulation and Anderson 
windows. This home offers 3 bedrooms, 
main bedroom and large laundry on 
first floor. Kitchen is open to living/
dining/ room open. Features include recessed lighting, natural woodwork, 
crown molding cceiling fans, 0.4 acres of  productive hay field. Barn has 
been wired with 200-amp service and has concrete & water, currently set 
up with feeder calves . A must-see home ready for your 4-H projects.

 

Offered at Auction by
Walnut Harvest auctions, llC

Bob Roach, Auctioneer, & Realtor  937-533-7081
Anna Marie Roach, Manager, & Realtor 937-657-5626

41
00

41
96

201 N. Commerce Street 
Lewisburg, Ohio

Income producing property - 2 units, 
north side currently rented, south 
side vacant - 2 lots. Updates include 
18” blown insulation. South side has 
newer boiler system. Oversized rooms, 
hardwood floors, natural woodwork, 2-car detached garage and brick 
shop. House sits on corner lot with a partially fenced back yard.

Offering a complete real estate & auction service for the entire Miami Valley & Southwest 
Ohio Markets! Call Today for all of your Real Estate & Auction Needs-937.533.7081

Wanted

DELIVERY DRIVERS needed
for FedEx contractor. Hiring
part-time & full-time drivers.
Immediate openings. Must live
in the Eaton general area,
have truck driving experience
in the past 3 years, good driv-
ing record and pass back-
ground check, drug test and
physical. Call 937-336-3264 or
937-336-5005.

Electrical Contractor
Has Position Available

Experienced Electrician
Overtime available. Benefits
include paid vacation and
good working conditions.
Must have good transporta-
tion and clean driving record.
937-962-2855 after 6 pm.

Secretary Needed: Call Ed
Rike Plumbing at 937-533-
8966.
Wanted: Looking for caregiver
in my home to take care of vet-
erans & nonveterans. Senior
help welcomed. Day shift. We
will do an FBI background
check. Must be able to do any
part of the job. 765-575-5131

Tools

Air Compressor: Huskee 26-
gal, 150 psi. $250. 937-336-
1784 or 937-437-2617

GARAGE / YARD SALES

Lewisburg: 9-4 Sat July 29.
4325 New Market Banta Rd.
Canning supplies, jars, food
dehydrator, garden seeder with
seed plate, dishes, cookware,
cookbooks, crafting supplies,
scrapbooking items, sewing
notions, fabrics, sewing ma-
chine, bedding, toys, DVD
player, handguns, shotguns,
rifles, ammo, chronograph,
tools, multiple misc. items. NO
EARLY BIRDS PLEASE!

A10
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Auctions

THIS IS AN AUCTION THAT TRULY HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! SELLING IN DOUBLE AUCTION RINGS!!

ANTIQUES-PRIMITIVE-INDIAN ARTIFACTS FROM PREBLE COUNTY
PREBLE COUNTY BOOKS-FURNITURE-COLLECTIBLES-PAPER ITEMS-ADVERTISING

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS-1992 CHEVY TRUCK-4 WHEELER-ZERO TURN MOWER-TOOLS/SHOP ITEMS

**Preble County Indian Artifacts-axes, corn grinders, arrowheads, tomahawks, game balls, small pc. of pottery, moccasin stretcher, leather work stone, & other 
related items, **Life size soldier from the Emperor-The Subterranean Army of Qin Shi Huang - (terracotta) & autographed book by farmer who found site on his 
farm., ** Poems by Richmond Indiana by Esther Griffin White (autographed), ** Wanted Poster for 1st degree murder $2000 reward for 
Willard L. Carson-Richmond & Liberty Indiana, ** Orig. 1838 Richmond, Wayne County, Indiana Indenture ‘Slave Ownership”, early pull fire-hose 
cart from Wayne County, Indiana, 1932 Dixon School year picture, 1942 Eaton-Fairgrounds rodeo poster, postcards from Eaton, early Preble County History 
Book, 1929 Wayne County fair book, Wayne Dairy elec. clock ‘Milk/Ice Cream”, Detroit Jewel porcelain cook stove (propane), oak Hoosier cabinet, Oak drop leaf table, 
Eastlake lamp stands, Fern stands, Early English style full-size bedroom suite w/chest on chest & vanity, church pews, mahog. Starr-Gennett desk, Richmond-Starr-Gennett 
player piano, Victrola record player & records from the lobby of the Leland Hotel-Richmond, Indiana, oak Empire style cabinet w/2 glass doors, early mahog. rocker w/lion 
heads, Eastlake dresser, W-I patio chairs, patio table, W-I 4-poster bed, oak Empire style rocker, Victorian side chair, organ stool, 19th Century OG wall clock, early Black 
Forest cuckoo clock, early 1900 wall clock “Freischwinger”, GE auxiliary electric wall clock w/oak case, Black Forest barometer, W-I candle stand-approx. 4’, Tramp Art 
style game table w/marble top game board, 8-pane art glass lamp, post hall tree, early tin coffee box marked- “Battleship Coffees-Dayton, Ohio”, rare Chinese cricket box, 
several crocks, jugs, chicken waterers, large collection of tins, kitchen utensils, coffee grinder, C-I skillets, kettles, large wood firewood box, C-I wood burning stove, pitcher 
pump, C-I tractor seat, burlap sacks, cross cut saw, corn knife, wood machinist box, hand crank corn sheller, milk cans, egg scales, C-I scales, soapstone bed warmers, 
graniteware, several primitive tools, orig. Royal Crown wall thermometer 26” x 10”, early child’s tin toy stove w/pans, tin toy Coca Cola truck, ginger jar, pattern & pressed 
glassware, perfume bottles, Herpcide barber’s kit, early drug store bottles, early German beer steins, glass decanters, several pcs. of Hull pottery vases, 1920’s Art Novel 
leather purses, metal beaded purse, early C-I frog door stop, early brass blade fan, reverse paintings, framed prints/pictures, washer, dryer, sofas, kitchen tables and chairs, 
TVs, refrigerators, ** Firearms: 3-English carbine military rifles, Carl Gustafs Stads 1923 rifle, Masm 1936 military rifle, SKS rifle w/bayonet, handgun revolver (Colt?), 
headshot WWII soldiers' helmet, **Studebaker horse-drawn wagon w/steel wheels, wooden spokes & seat, draft horse harness, buggy shafts, pony cart, wagon 
wheels, tack boxes & misc. horse items, push plows, JD ground-driven manure spreader model L series 51, IH 3200 series - skid steer, excellent Ford 800 farm tractor, 6’ 3 
pt. blade, Woods 5’ bush hog mower, farm gates, wood splitter ** Cub Cadet Tank M60 zero-turn mower 60” cut & Kohler eng; **Polaris 500 4 x 4 Sportsman, 
**1992 Chevy Silverado pick-up truck w/snow blade & diesel eng; Flatbed tandem axle bumper hitch trailer-approx. 18’, snow fence, 350 gal. poly tank, farm, barn, 
shop, hand, power tools. Partial listing of another large & interesting auction of unusual & hard-to-find items! Mark your calendars and plan to attend this event!! Auctionzip 
Id# 1025 for listing.

TERMS: CASH OR PRE-APPROVED CHECKS.CREDIT CARDS W/3.5% CASHIERING FEE.
FOOD BY COWBOY DAVE. THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING OUR AUCTIONS

Manfred Schreyer, Owner
Offered at Auction By 

Walnut Harvest Auctions, LLC
Bob Roach, Auctioneer, & Realtor-937.533.7081 • Anna Marie Roach, Manager-Realtor-937.657.5626

Grant A. Bussey, Apprentice Auctioneer
CHAD HAGINS, INC

Manfred Schreyer (Owner of Taffy's)
PERSONAL LIFETIME COLLECTION AUCTION 
Saturday, August 12th, 2017 @ 10: 00 am

7364 Paint Creek Four-Mile Road - Camden, OH 45311

41007652

Wanted

JOB POSTING
SOCIAL SERVICE

WORKER 2

The Board of Preble County
Commissioners will accept ap-
plications for the full time,
FLSA non-exempt, classified
position of a Social Service
Worker 2. Interested individu-
als may obtain a classification
specification which outlines the
responsibilities of this position
including qualifications and du-
ties. The pay range for this po-
sition starts at $14.99 per hour.

This position is a Children Ser-
vices Case Worker position
and will work in the field with
families who require support
and/or intervention to provide a
safe and stable environment in
the home. Well qualified ap-
plicants must have a bachelor
degree in a human service
field. Experience in case man-
agement preferred.

Applications and job descrip-
tion may be obtained in the
Preble County Commission Of-
fice, First Floor, 101 East Main
Street, Eaton, Ohio 45320 from
8:30 am to 4:00 pm Monday
through Friday. This ad is also
publ ished on the Preb le
County Commissionʼs website
www.prebco.org.under job op-
portunities. Preble County is
an Equal Opportunity Employ-
er.

SERVICES

Housekeeping: 20 yrs exp in
residential and commercial
cleaning. Serving Preble &
Montgomery counties, as well
as Richmond. References
upon request. 937-343-1964

Domestics / Janitorial

Residential and Business
Cleaning Services: Text or
call 954-931-6889.

For Sale By Owner

Pheasant Run in Eaton: 2 BR
senior condo for sale by own-
er. 2-car gar. 2 full baths, ex-
tended patio, new carpet, great
neighborhood, many added
features for seniors. Serious
inquiries only. 937-839-4048

Land (Acreage)

For Sale: 18.037 acres. York
Woods 5 miles north Green-
ville US127. Has 300' frontage
onto roadway. 419-235-0404

Apartments /Townhouses

CAMDEN: 1 BR deluxe, ww
carpet, new paint, extra
clean, AC, lots of closets, all
electric, WD hookup, kit-
chen appl. Move-in ready.
No pets. 1-yr lease. 513-
523-3228 or 513-593-0568

Camden North: 1 lg BR,
kitchen app, pantry, ww car-
pet, AC, lots of closets, all
electric, WD hookup, WST
pd. Move-in ready. No pets.
1-yr lease. 513-523-3228 or
513-593-0568

Houses For Rent

Very nice 2-bedroom,1-bath,
brick home with central air and
2-car attached garage for rent.

All appliances furnished.
Absolutely no smoking or pets

allowed. Very nice
neighborhood. Please call
937-692-5938 for details.

Pets

Low Cost Spay and Neuter at
His Hands Extended

Sanctuary, St. Paris every
Mon., Tues., Wed., & clinical

day on Thurs., by appt.
Cat spays $40 cat Neuters

$20 Dog spays starting at $55
neuters starting at $40.

Heartworm, Leukemia, Fecal,
Blood testing &

Microchipping available.
937 631 1851

tanya@hishands-extended
sanctuary.com

Want To Buy

BUYING
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS

TOP DOLLAR PAID!
CALL (937)260-0257

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

2005 E-Z-Go Golf Cart: back
seat, street legal, gas. Asking
$4,000. Ron 937-533-2025.
Blue Haviland China from
Bavaria.Highly col lect ible,
same as new. 5-pc place set-
ting (dinner plate, small plate,
cup, saucer, berry bowl) $15.
Up to 20 place settings avail-
able. 937-437-2617 after 6 pm.
Kubota BX2660 4x4 60" Belly
Mower: 52" front blade, 24hp
diesel. 763 hrs. Asking $8,000.
Ron 937-533-2025

Landscaping & Gardening

Lawn Roller: professional
grade, 24" x 52" 920 lbs.
Hardly used, bought new last
year. $185. 937-336-1784 or
937-437-2617

Visit us  
at www. 
rurallife 

today.com

Classifieds

A11



12    Rural Life Today – West Central ohio – August 2017

A12

Wet weather complicates Ohio crops
By Michael Williamson
mwilliamson@aimmediamidwest.com

LONDON — The weather on 
the morning of July 21 appropri-
ately set the stage for the Farmers’ 
Breakfast: Crop Weather Outlook 
talk at the Beck’s Hybrids building 
in London. Heavy winds and rain 
pummeled the area around the agri-
culture facility which welcomed two 
guest speakers for the 9 a.m. event. 
The breakfast was sponsored by the 
Ohio Farm Bureau.

Jim Noel, Service Coordination 
Hydrologist with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, the National Weather Ser-
vice and the Ohio River Forecast 
Center, started the morning with 
a presentation on weather patterns 
across the central portion of the 
United States, also emphasizing the 
effects on Ohio corn and soybean 
farmers.

“In the state of Ohio, we were 
wetter than normal this past win-
ter,” Noel said. “Out of 123 years 
of record, you see the state of Ohio 
is 120, that means the third warm-
est year on record.” The previous 
warmest year was 2012, a year 
which was comparatively drier 
than this year. In fact, Ohio is the 
wettest and warmest in the whole 
Corn-Soybean Belt, a regional 
expanse that includes Ohio in the 
east and extends west to include 
states as far north as the Dakotas 
and as far south as Texas. Although 
the wet weather does put a damper 
on farming conditions, Noel 
pointed out, “It’s extremely wet, 
but it’s much worse in the west.” 
The dangerously dry conditions 
of the middle part of the U.S. are 
good indicators of the volatility of 
weather conditions in general.

One focus of Noel’s talk was to 
emphasize the difficulty in precise 
predictability and that, in many 
cases, judging the weather is a 
game of probabilities. “One area to 
watch is the Pacific Ocean along 
the Equator,” he said. Over the 
next several months, “We do not 
expect significant events in the 
Pacific Ocean.” The expectation of 
relatively quiet ocean activities is 
also a good indicator of the possible 
calmness with regard to weather 
patterns on the U.S. mainland.

Looking forward, Noel said they 
are tracking a high probability of a 
warmer-than-normal fall and winter 
for Ohio, which can often mean 
possible bad news for the planting 
season. The good news, however, 
would be if crops do well through-
out the summer, the first frosts of 
fall will be well past their usual 
time.

The second speaker at the break-
fast was Dr. Pierce Paul, an associ-
ate professor at The Ohio State 
University in the Department of 

Plant Pathology and based at the 
Ohio Agricultural Research and 
Development Center in Wooster. 
His presentation focused on the 
presence and management of plant 
diseases, specifically Gibberella Ear 
Rots and Vomitoxin.

Dr. Paul’s talk echoed some of 
Noel’s points with regard to prob-
ability and weather. With Ohio’s 
weather being warmer and wetter, 
the likelihood of diseases is higher 
in the corn plants. “Our studies 
show Ear Rot increasing over the 
last few years, mostly caused by 
weather conditions,” Dr. Paul said. 
The higher the amount of wetness, 
the higher the risk is and Ohio is 
right at the level where that is an 
issue.

“One difficulty is there isn’t a 
good way to test,” said Dr. Paul. 
In most cases when the presence 
of a disease is suspected, the only 
way to tell is to visually inspect 
the grains. There is work being 
done on a forecasting tool to better 
predict the appearance of the dis-
eases, but in the meantime, the best 
prevention is using hybrid varieties 
of what is being planted and more 
close-quarters fungicide spraying.

“Crop rotation and tillage are not 
as effective in treatment because 
of the fungus spores’ ability to 
travel,” Dr. Paul said. Scientists are 
currently looking at drop-nozzle 
spraying to test whether or not that 
is more effective than traditional 
aerial sprays.

It’s an unfortunate situation of 
risk versus yield, which despite 
advancements in technology, has 
always come down to the choice of 
the farmer.

eural Life Today writer Michael Williamson can be 
reacxhed at 740-852-1616, ext. 1619.

Michael Williamson | The Madison Press
Jim Noel, hydrologist with National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration and the 
National Weather Service, discusses the wet 
and warm conditions of Ohio and the Corn-
Soybean Belt.

Heavy rain, flooding, ponding hurts some Ohio crops
By Tracy Turner
osu extension

COLUMBUS — Record 
rain and extensive flood-
ing and ponding have 
taken a toll on commodity 
fields across Ohio, leaving 
some growers facing dis-
eased crops, the death of 
their plants and potential 
yield loss, according to 
agronomists in the Col-
lege of Food, Agricultural, 
and Environmental Sci-
ences at The Ohio State 
University.

“Depending on the 
growth stage of corn 
crops stuck in water-
logged soils, some grow-
ers could experience 
a yield loss of over 10 
percent in corn crops that 
experienced as few as two 
days of flooding,” said 
Alexander Lindsey, an 
assistant professor of hor-
ticulture and crop science 
at Ohio State.

That may include some 
fields in Madison County, 
where more than 10 inch-
es of rain fell during the 
week of July 10 alone.

Madison County farmer 
Jim Slagle, who grows 
corn, soybeans and wheat 
on about 1,000 acres said 

he experienced more than 
eight inches between 
Monday, July 10 and 
Thursday, July 13. But he 
had seen a lot of rain even 
before the heavy storms 
that week.

“We had a lot of stand-
ing water,” he said. But 
he added that the water 
has drained away “fairly 
quick.” He said there may 
be some low lying areas 
that will be drowned out, 
but the number of acres 
lost should be low.

Corn crops that are 
still in the vegetative 
growth stage and stand-
ing in waterlogged soils 
for longer than two days 
could experience up to a 
50 percent yield loss, he 
said in a report published 
in the latest issue of the 
college’s Crop Observa-
tion and Recommenda-
tion Network (C.O.R.N) 
newsletter.

“Flooding and pond-
ing are also a concern for 
soybean growers, whose 
crops could face a yield 
loss of up to 64 percent 
for those plants in the 
reproductive stage that 
have been underwater 
for seven days or more,” 
Lindsey said.

“Many fields have 
spots where the crop 
died from floodwaters 
and the remaining plants 
are stunted from too 
many days in saturated 
soils,” said Ed Lentz, an 
Ohio State University 
Extension educator. OSU 
Extension is the outreach 
arm of the college.

“And for some growers, 
fieldwork that generally 
is completed by mid-July 
is now stretching into 
August because of the wet 
conditions. Some grow-
ers are in a wait-and-see 
mode because there’s not 
a whole lot we can do 
besides hope the weather 
gets better for the rest of 
the growing season,” he 
said. “You can’t mitigate 
the damaging effect the 
waterlogged soils have 
already had.”

Rainfall in Ohio dur-
ing the last 30 days has 
ranged from about 4 to 13 
inches, according to Jim 
Noel, with the National 
Weather Service. Noel’s 
weather updates are 
featured in the C.O.R.N. 
newsletter.

The rainfall amounts 
are “100-350 percent of 
normal,” he said, noting, 

“This will go down as one 
of the wetter periods on 
record in Ohio.”

The widespread heavy 
rains in recent weeks 
brought some fieldwork 
to a halt in Ohio, accord-
ing to the July 24 U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture Ohio crop progress 
report.

“Continued wet condi-
tions hamper fieldwork,” 
Cheryl Turner, Ohio state 
statistician with the agen-
cy, said in a written state-
ment, noting, “some areas 
of the state are still too 
waterlogged” for growers 
to work in their fields.

The wet conditions 
have also caused some 
damage to crops, she said.

Some fields are show-
ing damage from too 
much rain, particularly 
soybean fields with yel-
lowing and some plant 
death. Growers were 
also having difficulty 
cutting hay, harvesting 
wheat, spraying fields and 
spreading manure.

Some growers resorted 
to aerial application of 
fungicides and pesticides. 
Wheat harvest moved 

Online tickets on sale for 
Farm Science Review

By Alayna DeMartini
osu extension

Tickets for the 2017 Farm Science Review, a 
three-day agricultural trade show Sept. 19-21 at 
the Molly Caren Agricultural Center in London are 
now available for purchase online at fsr.osu.edu.

Buying tickets online allows people to get the $7 
early discount price even though they may not live 
near an Ohio State University Extension county 
office or participating agribusiness, which are sell-
ing tickets at that price.

“Online tickets are the easiest option for people 
coming from out of state or buying the tickets for 
a large group,” said Nick Zachrich, manager of the 
Review.

Hosting over 600 exhibitors, the Review features 
business advice for farm businesses of all sizes, 
demonstrations of new equipment and workshops 
on topics ranging from cover crops to strategies 
on managing farm labor. Visitors can talk one-on-
one with agronomists, view demonstration plots 
comparing the timing and placement of fertilizer 
and manure, and watch experts actively restoring 
a streambank and prairie.

Visitors to this year’s Review won’t have to 
dog-ear and mark up pages of the program to help 
organize what exhibits they’ll seek out from among 
the hundreds. A new online directory is available 
that allows people to perform keyword searches to 
locate exhibitors and to organize a lineup of events 
they want to attend. For those who prefer paper, a 
map is provided in the middle of the program.

More than 120,000 people typically attend the 
Review, an event sponsored by the College of 
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at 
The Ohio State University. Show hours are 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 19 and Wednesday, Sept. 
20 and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 21.

With so many exhibits and workshops at the 
Review, using the online directory as well as the 
Review’s free app could make it easier for people 
to organize their trip, Zachrich said. By registering 
for a free account, a plan created on the desktop 
directory is synced to the mobile app.

The Review’s app, which is available for both 
Apple and Android smartphone and tablet users, 
includes interactive maps, a schedule of events, 
and general information on the show and exhibi-
tors. It’s available by download in the Apple App 
Store or the Google Play Store by searching for 
“FSR 2017,” or by directing your mobile browser 
to fsr.osu.edu.

With the app, visitors can perform a keyword 
search to locate an exhibit they want to see and 
can even get walking directions to reach the 
exhibit.

“There’s a lot to see in one day over our entire 
show site. The mobile app will assist you in seeing 
the exhibitors and events you care most about,” 
Zachrich said.

Visitors using the app will be able to browse the 
interactive map and search for specific exhibitors 
or product categories.

“Many farmers are tech-savvy,” Zachrich said. 
“And some prefer to organize their trip on a phone 
or a mobile app.”

Now in its 55th year, the Review offers visitors 
some 180 educational presentations and oppor-
tunities presented by educators, specialists and 
faculty from OSU Extension and Purdue Exten-
sion, as well as the Ohio Agricultural Research and 
Development Center.

“Farmers in 2017 need to find a way to increase 
their profits, not just yields. At the Farm Science 
Review, they’ll find products and services that will 
make their operations more efficient,” Zachrich 
said.

Tickets for the Review are $7 online, at a OSU 
Extension county office or participating agribusi-
nesses and $10 at the gate. Children 5 and under 
are free.

OSU Extension is the outreach arm of the col-
lege and OARDC is the research arm.

Alayna DeMartini can be reached by email at demartini.3@osu.edu or 
call 614-292-9833.

New app for visitors this year; 
will be Sept. 19-21

See RAIN | 16



 Rural Life Today – West Central ohio – August 2017        13

Auto & truck sheet metal & fiberglass repair
Conversion van repair - Collision repair

Painting & restoration • Light boat & winter vehicle repair
Free Estimates • Insurance work welcome

807 Riffle • Greenville
MON. - FRI. 8am - 5pm

Don’s Body Shop

40774108548-5257 12 MILES EAST OF RICHMOND, INDIANA ON SCENIC RT. 40

Western Wear ~Trailer Sales

Backhoe, implement, skid loader, dump, carhaulers 
& utility trailers in stock & ready to work. 

We specialize in hitches, trailer repair, parts & accessories
See our inventory online at www.rodeoshop.com

Before you buy -- give us a try!
See Don -- He can save you money!

(937) 678-4981

12 MILES EAST OF RICHMOND, INDIANA ON SCENIC RT. 40

Western Wear ~Trailer Sales

Backhoe, implement, skid loader, dump, carhaulers 
& utility trailers in stock & ready to work. 

We specialize in hitches, trailer repair, parts & accessories
See our inventory online at www.rodeoshop.com

Before you buy -- give us a try!
See Don -- He can save you money!

(937) 678-4981

12 MILES EAST OF RICHMOND, INDIANA ON SCENIC RT. 40

Western Wear ~Trailer Sales

Backhoe, implement, skid loader, dump, carhaulers 
& utility trailers in stock & ready to work. 

We specialize in hitches, trailer repair, parts & accessories
See our inventory online at www.rodeoshop.com

Before you buy -- give us a try!
See Don -- He can save you money!

(937) 678-4981

41
00

88
89

HAY  HAY  HAY
We have the hay 
your horses have 
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Greenfield.

(937) 763-1743
41010806

A13

Country Cooking: Getting a taste of Japan
By Darle Cabe
For Rural LIfe Today

Sometimes we get in 
a food rut and we make 
the same old thing, in the 
same old way. For a culi-
nary change, try recipes 
from a land faraway. Dur-
ing these long, hot days 
of summer, why not have 
a taste of Japan?

Junko 
Sato

No one 
ever said 
“Every-
thing’s 
bigger in 
Ohio.” 
That 
phrase is 
usually 
reserved for the great 
state of Texas, but when 
Junko Sato of Miami 
County moved from 
Japan to Ohio, that’s 
exactly what she found. 
“The clothes dryers and 
dishwashers are huge in 
the USA,” she says. “The 
stores are much bigger, 
the carts are bigger, even 
the size of the fruits and 
vegetables are bigger.” 
She was amazed at how 
much space each family 
was able to have, how 
much land was wide open 
and how life was a little 
slower.

“Americans are not so 
busy for everything, “she 
says. “In Japan there is 
new fashion and new 
food all the time. You 
feel so busy trying to 
keep up.” She found life 
in her Ohio home on the 
south edge of Troy, much 
slower and she likes it 
that way. “Dairy foods 
are much cheaper here 
in Ohio, but toilet paper 
is cheaper in Japan. 
Americans care much 
more about scents too – 
especially in the laundry 
and things like that, and 
orthodontists are much 
more popular in USA 
than Japan,” she says. 
When she first moved to 
Ohio, she participated in 
ESL (English as a Second 
Language) classes.

“Mostly to learn how 
to take care of the home 
utilities and how to take 
care of a lawn,” she says 
sheepishly. Those were 
things she never had to 
do in Japan. Her hus-
band, Yuji, learned much 
of American culture 
and its ways through 
his job, so he did not 
take the classes. The 
Sato’s three sons were 
not small when the fam-

ily moved to Ohio. The 
oldest, Tadashi, was 21 
and had already attended 
high school in the United 
States. Hiroyasu was 16, 
and he had been living in 
New Zealand where he 
went to school. Yuki was 
10 and finished his grow-
ing up years here.

Since the boys are all 
grown and married now, 
Junko has time for other 
interests. She has written 
a children’s book, featur-
ing a Japanese character, 
which she hopes to get 
published. She is a mar-
velous musician and plays 
the piano well. She shares 
her talents with those 
at her church and as she 
teaches her 25 piano stu-
dents.

She enjoys browsing 
antique malls and gets 
excited about finding 
wooden toys and high 
quality Polish pottery and 
she loves being a grand-
mother. “The best thing 
about being a grandma 
is looking at your grand-
child’s face and seeing 
a reflection of your own 
kids. It brings many 
memories back. Oh, and 
grandchildren make me 
feel younger,” she adds 
with a smile. Her three 
grandchildren are learn-
ing English as well as 
Japanese….. “kind of one 
language at a time” Junko 
shares.

Having lived in Ohio 
now for 13 years, she still 
cooks most of the fam-
ily meals Japanese style, 
but includes “American” 
as well as international 
recipes in her menus. 
Traditional Japanese 
sukiyaki is a family favor-
ite, but Junko also likes 
Vietnamese foods and 
pizza from Beppa Uno. 
The Benihana restaurants 
in Ohio remind her of 
home and “there is a res-
taurant in Chicago that 
serves what is really close 
to authentic ramen,” she 
says. Going to Chicago 
for ramen is not conve-
nient, so Junko makes 
truly authentic Japanese 
food in her home and 

generously shares. I ate 
“Okonomi” at her family 
table, which was simi-
lar to quiche and had a 
strong ginger flavor.

Although, it is nothing 
like Ohio’s county fair 
funnel cakes or deep fried 
twinkies, it is a popular 
item at summer festivals 
in Japan. Junko loves liv-
ing in Ohio and says she 
and Yuji will live in the 
United States the rest of 
their lives. Ohio is lucky 
and happy to have them!

Oyakodon (Chicken 
and Egg Rice Bowl)
2 cups uncooked jas-

mine rice
4 cups water
4 skinless, boneless 

chicken thighs, cut into 
small pieces

1 onion, cut in half and 
sliced

2 cups dashi stock, 
made with dashi powder

¼ cup soy sauce
3 Tablespoons mirin 

(Japanese rice wine)
3 Tablespoons brown 

sugar
4 eggs
Rinse the rice in 3 – 4 

changes of water until 
the rinse is almost clear 
and drain off the rinse 
water. Bring the rice and 
the 4 cups of water to a 
boil in a saucepan over 
high heat. Reduce heat to 
medium low, cover and 
simmer until the rice is 
tender and the liquid has 
been absorbed. (20 – 25 
minutes)

Place the chicken in a 
nonstick skillet with a lid 
and cook and stir over 
medium heat until the 
chicken is no longer pink 
inside and beginning to 
brown, about 5 minutes. 
Stir in the onion, and 
cook and stir until the 
onion is soft, about 5 
more minutes. Pour in 
the stock, and whisk in 
soy sauce, mirin, and 
brown sugar, stirring to 
dissolve the sugar. Bring 
the mixture to a boil, and 
let simmer until slightly 
reduced, about 10 min-
utes.

Whisk the eggs in a 
bowl until well-beaten 

and pour over the chick-
en and the stock. Cover 
the skillet, reduce heat 
and allow to steam about 
5 minutes, until the egg 
is cooked. Remove from 
heat.

To serve, place 1 cup of 
cooked rice per bowl into 
4 deep soup bowls. Top 
each bowl with ¼ of the 
chicken and egg mixture, 
and spoon about ½ cup of 
soup into each bowl.

Tsukune Recipe
Ingredients:
• 1/2 brown onion
• 1 ½ cups ground 

chicken
• 1 egg yolk
• 1 tsp grated ginger
• 1/4 tsp salt
• 4 Tbsp Katakuriko 

(potato starch)
• 2 tsp oil

Sauce
• 1 Tbsp sugar
• 2 Tbsp soy sauce
• 2 Tbsp Mirin
• 3 Tbsp water
• 1/2 tsp Katakuriko
Instructions
1. Chop brown onion 

finely. Mix ingredients 
for the sauce in a small 
bowl and set aside.

2. In a large bowl, put 
chicken, onion, yolk, 
ginger, salt and potato 
starch, and mix very well 
until very sticky. Divide 
into 16 pieces and shape 
like small round or oval 
hamburger patties.

3. Heat oil in a frying 
pan at medium heat, fry 
patties for 3-4 minutes 
each side until cooked 
through. Add the sauce, 
and cook 
for a min-
ute coating 
chicken 
with the 
sauce.

Leah 
Heflin
Leah 

Heflin was 
not born in Japan, but 
she did do some “growing 
up” there. She spent part 
of her university years 
there as an exchange 
student. “I lived in beau-
tiful Kyoto, Japan,” she 
shares, “with a wonder-
ful family, the Yamadas. 

My host mother, Reiko, 
cooked delicious food 
every night for the fam-
ily and also taught me 
Japanese cooking.” One 
of Leah’s first jobs in the 
Japanese kitchen was to 
learn to gut fish. “When 
one eats fish in Japan, 
you go to the market and 
choose which fish you 
want by looking for one 
with a pretty, clear eye, 
which means it’s fresh. 
Then you take it home, 
take the insides out, 
sprinkle on a little salt, 
broil it until it’s slightly 
charred and aromatic, 
then serve it just like that 
along with some miso 
soup, pickles and maybe 
some salad or sautéed 
squash and a bowl of rice. 
It is unbelievably deli-
cious and simple.”

Leah’s husband was 
also an exchange student 
in Japan. He lived in 
Kobe, Japan. On another 
Japanese adventure, he 
worked as a missionary 
in the country, serving 
for 2 years. Both Leah 
and John share fond 
memories of the country 
that became, as Leah says 
“our second home.” The 
language brings them 
together as well, as they 
both speak Japanese 
and is especially helpful 
“when we want to speak 
over our children’s heads 
or talk with discretion in 
public” Leah adds.

The Heflin family, 
which includes two sons, 
has lived in Ohio 12 years 
and reside in North Lew-
isburg. A job with Honda 
brought them to the 
area and they enjoy the 
four seasons that Ohio 
has. Originally from the 
mountain west, Leah says 
“3 month springs and 
autumns are luxurious.”

There’s a story about 
how the Taco Rice recipe 
Leah shares came to be: 
“Sometimes the best 
ideas come from a group 
effort. The southernmost 
prefecture of Japan is 
Okinawa, home of gor-
geous, warm, tropical 
beaches, and friendly 

people who are the 
longest-lived in the world. 
There is also a US Air 
Force base there. One day 
the soldiers made tacos. 
The Okinawan people 
tried tacos and were like, 
“Yum! I bet that would 
go well over sticky rice 
instead of in the taco 
shell,” and so Taco Rice 
became an Okinawa spe-
cialty.”

TACO RICE
1 pot of hot, cooked, 

short-grain rice (sticky…. 
not Uncle Ben’s!)

1 lb ground beef
1 package taco season-

ing (or 1.5 Tablespoons 
of your own)

1/3 c water
Shredded cheddar 

cheese
diced tomato
chopped lettuce
diced avocado
Bottled taco sauce
Brown the ground beef 

and drain the fat from it, 
add the spice with the 
water, and simmer until 
the water has boiled away 
and the meat is seasoned 
and juicy.

On each plate, put 
about a cup of the cooked 
sticky rice, and shape 
it so it’s even, flat, and 
round like a small pizza. 
Then top it with some 
taco meat, cheese, and 
whatever else you think 
is good on a taco. Then 
sprinkle some of the taco 
sauce on top of every-
thing and dig in.

Leah adds that, “if you 
want a true taste of Japan 
(or any other country) 
you’ll need to explore 
outside your own comfort 
zone. Learn about a way 
of life and a way of think-
ing that’s different from 
your own. Make some 
Japanese friends and 
ask which restaurants 
they think have the most 
authentic taste. And ide-
ally, visit the country as a 
visitor eager to learn, and 
put aside your own pre-
conceptions of what you 
like and don’t like. That’s 
how to represent Ameri-
ca. In the meantime, let’s 
have some taco rice!

Junko Sato

Leah Heflin
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A tough time for Ohio farmers
By Amalie Lipstrea
For Rural Life Today

COLUMBUS — In case 
you were living under a 
rock, the Trump admin-
istration has released its 
2018 budget proposal.

According to President 
Donald Trump’s plan, farm-
ers in the crop insurance program would 
still be able to count on the federal gov-
ernment to pay up to $40,000 of their 
crop insurance bill — after which they 
would be cut off.

This would save taxpayers $16.2 bil-
lion over a decade.

This is a difficult time for Ohio farm-
ers. Farm products are selling low while 
the cost of inputs and property taxes are 
on the rise. Farming is never easy and 
is just shy of impossible when dealing 
with the vagaries of weather and wildly 
fluctuating market uncertainties. But we 
have deemed farming a pretty critical 
endeavor — as we depend on it for our 
survival.

At NE Ohio farmers’ markets, “Pro-
duce Perks” plan is back to help low-
income customers buy healthy produce.

Northeast Ohio farmers markets in 
Tremont and Shaker Square are featur-
ing wine samples this year. The region’s 
farmers market population is holding 
strong.

For some farmers, crop insurance 
provides the stability to “weather” not 
just the weather but also the economic 
challenges they face.

As we head into negotiations for the 
next Farm Bill, crop insurance will loom 
large, as the historical average cost of 
the program is more than $6 billion per 
year.

According to a 2015 report by the 
Congressional Research Service, the 
mix of policies translated into the gov-
ernment paying an average 62 percent 
of the insurance policy on each farm in 
2014 — no matter how large or profit-
able.

But as we look at changes necessary 
for the program, it is critically impor-
tant that we think about the farmers 

that will be impacted, including begin-
ning farmers.

We face a crisis and opportunity 
ahead.

According to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Economic Research Ser-
vice, nearly 100 million acres of farm-
land is expected to change hands as the 
next farm bill is implemented.

How do we want to see that land 
utilized? Is the “highest and best use” 
another strip mall or subdivision, or is 
there value in ensuring our food secu-
rity by making sure that young farmers 
are able to grow food for their commu-
nities?

The Ohio Ecological Food and Farm 
Association surveyed its farmers in 
2016 and found that access to land and 
credit are the biggest business challeng-
es. This is especially true for beginning 
farmers.

While land costs can fluctuate year 
to year, the long-term trend is one of 
increasing prices. As they seek to access 
farmland, these next-generation farm-
ers face competition from not just real 
estate developers but also from existing 
farmers with history, capital and assets.

Because the crop insurance program 
provides subsidies to the biggest pro-
ducers, these large commodity farms 
can outcompete younger farmers for 
land purchase or rent, making it nearly 

impossible for them to access land.
Quite often, these “new” farmers are 

interested in farming sustainably, pro-
tecting clean water and building healthy 
soil so they are less reliant on outside 
chemical inputs. Utilizing techniques 
such as long-term and diverse crop rota-
tions, they build soil organic matter and 
reduce the potential for runoff.

These are the kind of practices we 
are incentivizing to prevent the algal 
blooms that turn the water toxic.

As we minimize the unintended 
effects on beginning farmers, we also 
have an opportunity to link crop insur-
ance subsidies to good conservation 
practices such as those mentioned 
above. It is common sense that linking 
financial support for crop insurance to 
reducing risk (and, potentially, crop 
insurance payouts) and improved envi-
ronmental sustainability is a win-win for 
farmers, taxpayers and our communi-
ties.

We can protect the critical farm safety 
net — and at least some of the 100 
million acres that will change hands in 
the next five to six years — while at 
the same time getting out of the way of 
beginning farmers and protecting our 
land and water.

Now is the time to improve the crop 
insurance program to better serve all 
farmers, and all citizens.

Amalie Lipstreu is policy program 
coordinator for the Ohio Ecological 
Food and Farm Association, a grass-
roots coalition of farmers, gardeners, 
retailers, educators, and others trying 
to build a healthy local food system. It 
describes its primary sources of funding 
as program revenues, federal grants, 
membership dues and donations, and 
the Gund Foundation.

Amalie 
Lipstreu

OEFFA offering year-long 
farm education program

COLUMBUS — Experienced farmers know 
what it takes to flourish in the field. That’s 
why the Ohio Environmental Food and Farm 
Association is teaming with some of the 
region’s most knowledgeable farmers to help 
beginning farmers succeed.

“Our Heartland Farm Beginnings” 10-ses-
sion course, which will run October through 
February, 2018, will kick off with a panel of 
early career farmers sharing first-hand experi-
ences: Kristy Buskirk of Clay Hill Farm, Paul 
Dorrance of Pastured Providence Farmstead, 
and Erin Harvey of The Kale Yard.

What is Farm Beginnings?
This year-long farmer-led training and sup-

port program is designed to help early career 
farmers, committed to creating a sustainable 
farm business, achieve their goals.

The intensive, 10-part workshop series will 
enable farmers, with at least one year of pro-
duction experience, to develop a whole farm 
plan through realistic goal setting, financial 
management, and assessment of resources, 
skills, and markets. Early career farmers will 
also receive the business planning tools neces-
sary to successfully implement their plan.

Through Farm Beginnings, participants 
will:

— Learn critical farm management skills 
such as creative financing and innovative mar-
keting strategies;

— Craft a tailor-made farm business plan;
— Join a vibrant network of local family 

farms;
— Receive one-on-one feedback from a 

farmer engaged in a similar enterprise.
Applications are now being accepted, and 

must be postmarked by Sept. 15. Request a 
free application packet with detailed informa-
tion about the program at the OEFFA website.

See OEFFA | 16
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Union County – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties 
and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012 

  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE 
OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of 
agricultural products sold 169,026 21 88 688 3,077 
Value of crops including 
nursery and greenhouse 142,869 14 88 420 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry, 
and their products 26,157 36 88 1,408 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY 
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains 137,712 12 88 307 2,926
Hogs and Pigs 12,553 19 88 377 2,877
Cattle and calves 6,849 31 88 1,576 3,056 
 
TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans 114,887 7 87 156 2,162 
Corn 71,700 20 87 448 2,638 

TOP LIVESTOCK 
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Hogs and pigs 30,513 19 88 395 2,889 
 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 

Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ......................................................................................................................... 290 
$1,000 to $2,499 ............................................................................................................................84 
$2,500 to $4,999 ............................................................................................................................81 
5,000 to $9,999 ...............................................................................................................................62 
$10,000 to $19,999........................................................................................................................80 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................24 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................53 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................24 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................69 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................91 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................53 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................84 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) ..................................................................119,004 
Average per farm ($) ..........................................................................................................119,602
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 60,829 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................ 61,135 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 

Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming .......................................................................................................................................... 443 
Other ............................................................................................................................................... 552 
Principal operators by sex:
Male ................................................................................................................................................. 848 
Female ............................................................................................................................................ 147 
Average age of principal operator (years) ........................................................................ 57.0 
All operators by race(2):
White ............................................................................................................................................1,506 
Hispanic .............................................................................................................................................. 8 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, 
de� nitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Union County

2012 CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE
County Pro� le

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................995 ..............................932 .................................+7%

Land in Farms .....................................241,935 acres ..........218,657 ........................+3%

Average Size of Farm ......................243 acres ...................235 acres ....................  +7%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$169,026,000 ...........$96,023,000 ............. +76%

          Crop Sales ...................................$142,869,000 ...........(85 percent)

          Livestock Sales ..........................$26,157,000 .............(15 percent)

          Average Per Farm .....................$169,875 ...................$103,023 .................   +65%

Government Payments .................$4,372,000 ................$4,628,000 ..................  -6%

Average Per Farm
Receiving Payments .......................$7,499 ........................$7,600 ............................ -1%
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Who Can Benefit from the Program?
The program is applicable to early 

career farmers managing a diversity 
of operations that focus on sustainable 
and organic production. Individuals 
should be currently farming (1-10 years 
experience) or have experience work-
ing on farms and are in the process of 
planning a farm business. If you have 
questions about whether you are ready 
for this course, or if it is a good fit for 
your learning needs, please contact Kelly 
Henderson.

What Can I Expect?
Heartland Farm Beginnings includes:
Winter Course (October 2017-Febru-

ary 2018): Ten seminars held in Colum-
bus will focus on goal setting and plan-
ning for profit

Growing Season Learning Plan 
(March 2018-October 2018): Personal-
ized learning and action plan to help 
you continue education after the course, 
and stay on track to successfully achieve 
your goals

One-on-One Mentoring: Direct access 
to an experienced, sustainable farmer in 
your field of interest, who will provide 
you with personalized feedback on your 
farm business plan, or production and 
technical assistance.

From page 14

OEFFA

Contributed photo 
A field of flooded soybean crops.

closer to completion, but quality issues 
were found in the wake of the warm wet 
weather of late.

“Other growers are still assessing 
whether their crops are likely to become 
diseased or impacted by insects, and 
if the costs of fungicide and pesticide 
application will be worth the money 
spent,” Lentz said.

“Those applications may cost $30 or 
more per acre to apply, so growers have 
to ask if the applications will pay for 
themselves.”

Lentz said growers should scout their 
fields and follow university guidelines to 
see if they need additional fungicide or 
insecticide applications. And, he said, 
“hope for better weather soon.”

“Growers are hoping the rains slow 
down but not stop altogether and their 
crops experience a drought in August,” 
Lentz said. “Growers want the moisture 
— they just want timely rains instead of 
the conditions we’ve experienced so far 
this year.

“At this point, many growers are just 
hoping to make the most out of a bad 
situation.”

Tracy Turner can be reached by email at turner.490@
osu.edu or call 614-688-1067.

From page 12

Rain

23 participating in intensive 
agricultural leadership program

COLUMBUS – Twenty-three individu-
als have been selected to participate in 
the 2017-2018 AgriPOWER Institute, 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation’s intensive 
leadership and advocacy development 
program.

Throughout the year, the Class IX par-
ticipants will learn about public policy 
matters important to their communities 
as well as the state of Ohio, nation and 
world. They will learn how to become 
effective leaders and advocates for agri-
culture and will travel to Washington, 
D.C. and Florida to better understand 
national and global affairs.

OFBF launched AgriPOWER in 2008 
as an elite training program designed 
to help participants become leaders and 
advocates for agriculture. The yearlong 
program consists of seven two-to-three-
day training sessions that focus on public 
policy issues confronting agriculture and 
the food industry.

Participants are John Arnold, Jr. of 
Springboro; JD Bethel of Mechanics-
burg; Steve Brunner of Stockdale; Jess 
Campbell of Waynesville; Philip Cobb of 
Helena; Kristen Dickey of Wilmington; 
Casey Ellington of Louisville; Candace 
Lease of Apple Creek; Melinda Lee of 
Tipp City; Megan Lezzer of Wooster; 
Kirsten Marihugh of Columbus; Brenda 
Mescher of Maria Stein; Jackie Mosier 

of Haviland; Marissa Mulligan of Grove-
port; Jonah Neill of Waterford; Brittany 
Nemeth of Wellington; Brian Palmer of 
Dresden; Craig Pohlman of Venedocia; 
Eric Reed of Dresden; Stephanie Rucinski 
of Columbus; Stacey Sark of Orient, Terri 
Specht of Johnstown and Micaela Wright 
of Arcanum.

“Past participants in this program 
have really excelled at becoming effec-
tive advocates for the food and agricul-
tural industries. But it’s much more than 
leadership training — class members 
bond with each other as they share their 
experiences in the workplace, community 
and home,” said Melinda Witten, AgriP-
OWER director.

In addition to Ohio Farm Bureau, 
AgriPOWER partners include Agland 
Co-op, Bayer Crop Science, Champaign 
Premium Grain Growers, Farm Credit 
Mid-America, Mid-Ohio Development 
Exchange, Nationwide Insurance, Ohio 
Beef Council, Ohio Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion, Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation, Ohio 
Pork Council, Pickaway Progress Partner-
ship, Redline Equipment, Rider Landing, 
Ron Spencer Real Estate, Stark County 
Cattlemen’s Association, Southern Ohio 
Agricultural & Community Development 
Foundation, Wyatt Insurance and Farm 
Bureaus in Franklin, Mercer, Muskingum, 
Pickaway, Stark and Warren counties.

The 23 OFB AgriPOWER Institute leadership participants for 2017 are pictured above.

Brown: Safety net 
vital to Ohio farmers

WASHINGTON D.C. — Ohio Sen. 
Sherrod Brown announced July 26 
that there would be some updates 
added to the 2018 Agriculture 
Appropriations Bill. The Senate 
Appropriations Committee passed 
the bill last week and its updates 
would provide relief for more than 
86 percent of Ohio dairy farmers. 
The updates continue Brown’s focus 
on improving the safety net pro-
grams put in place to help farmers in 
the state.

In a conference call with agricul-
ture journalists on July 27, Brown — 
a member of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee — highlighted his effort 
to ensure Ohio farmers have options 
when it comes to risk assessment.

“This week we had another hear-
ing, this one on the farm safety net,” 
Brown said. “One hundred thousand 
Ohio farmers took advantage of the 
safety net program last year, many of 
them in the ARC (Agriculture Risk 
Coverage) county program.”

The ARC program, authorized by 
the 2014 Farm Bill, paid out more 
than $4 million to producers last 
year. “Protecting these risk-manage-
ment programs will be one of my top 
priorities in the ’18 Farm Bill.”

The Agriculture Appropriations 
Bill included several updates that 
would benefit dairy farmers. Specifi-
cally, the updates would “substan-
tially reduce premiums for farmers’ 
first five million pounds of milk, 
adjusted from the reduced premium 
cap of four million pounds of milk.” 
The bill would also “lower premiums 
for participating dairy farmers” and 
“change the margin calculation from 
bi-monthly to monthly so it is more 
responsive to market conditions.”

It would also “Waive the adminis-
trative fee for underserved farmers 

including beginning farmers.”
Brown said with average farm 

incomes dropping, it is a very impor-
tant time to evaluate all these risk 
programs. “I want to hear directly 
from Ohio farmers. I will be hold-
ing more round-tables around the 
state over the coming year. Pretty 
much everything I’ve been able to 
get included in the last two farm bills 
have come from those round-tables.”

He also noted that, in addition to 
personally working toward getting 
Ohio taken care of, he wants to bring 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny 
Perdue, to the state since he may not 
be “knowledgeable about the unique-
ness of Ohio Ag.” One of his many 
focuses is getting the right people 
together at the national level to 
understand and work with the needs 
of Ohio’s rural communities. The 
announcement came on the heels of 
the Senate’s healthcare discussions.

“To me, it’s despicable that sena-
tors with taxpayer funded healthcare 
are voting to saddle working families 
with higher costs and less cover-
age,” Brown said. The danger being 
with cuts to Medicaid, it could cause 
some hospitals — specifically those 
which serve rural communities, to 
close. “It would absolutely force 
them to cut services, would force 
them to lay off people and in many, 
many of the counties in this state, 
the hospital is the largest employer.”

He also talked about the opioid 
addiction issues plaguing the state 
and that the number one way to 
combat the problem is Medicaid. “In 
Ohio right now, 200,000 people are 
getting opioid treatment,” he said. 
“200,000 people are getting treat-
ment because they have insurance 
from the Affordable Care Act.”
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Taylors have a busy JulyYear on the Farm: 
EDITOR’S NOTE: 

This is the fourth in a 
12-part series following 
a year in the life of a 
typical Ohio farm fam-
ily. Each month we will 
visit and report on the 
progress of the Delaware 
County farm family 
Stephanie and Zach-
ary Taylor as they go 
through spring planting, 
the growing season, har-
vest and planning for the 
next year. This month: 
July proves to be a busy 
and varied month on the 
farm.

RADNOR —The life 
of a farmer never slows 
down.

Even in the middle 
part of the summer when 
fields are full, farmers 
like Zachary Taylor of 
Delaware County are 
spending their time jug-
gling their lives and live-
lihood. For July alone, 
the Taylors had their trip 
to Kentucky, a Young Ag 
Professionals meeting, 
an upcoming trip to Indi-
ana for training (Zach-
ary has a second job as 
a seed dealer which he’s 
done for Beck’s Hybrids 
for almost 10 years) and 
that doesn’t even factor 
in the day-to-day farm 
needs.

April and May were 
not great months for a 
number of reasons, but 
in June, things started 
to look up. That brings 
the family just past the 
halfway point of the 
2017 year, July, a good 
time to reflect and move 
forward.

Kentucky pig show
On July 3, Taylor, his 

wife, Stephanie, and 
their daughter, Shelby, 
were in Louisville, Ken-
tucky for the National 
Junior Swine Association 
Summer Spectacular.

“With Rosie, which is 
the girl, I got 9th Place 
and Dozer, the boy, I got 
a ribbon,” Shelby said 
from her dad’s lap. The 

event was Shelby’s first 
time showing hogs.

“This is the only way 
technically that she can 
show hogs since she’s 
only 6,” Taylor said. As 
a fifth generation farmer, 
he tries to respond 
to and encourage any 
interests his daughter 
may have in a future in 
agriculture. “She keeps 
saying she’s going to be 
a farmer like daddy and 
nothing would please me 
more.”

A look at July
Thanks to weather and 

other issues, some of the 
year’s planting got off 
to a late start. “Planting 
season wasn’t what we 
anticipated,” said Taylor. 
“We went straight from 
planting beans to corn to 
cutting wheat, basically. 
Without much of a break 
in between.” In keeping 
with the theme of the 
season, things not going 
according to plan is just 
par for the course.

“The wheat got fin-
ished up on the 9th of 
July, the double crops 
got planted on July 11 
— which I know that’s 
a tick on the late side. 
But we already had the 
beans designated for that 
area,” Taylor said. From 
there, the plan is to cut 
wheat and do some haul-
ing, two primary things 
being last year’s grain 
and manure.

Aside from a wetter 
and warmer start to the 
summer, “July is busy 
but not hateful,” said 
Taylor. “For what it’s 
worth, I’m happy.”

Stephanie Taylor and 
family life on the farm

Stephanie Taylor 
works at Grady Memo-
rial Hospital in nearby 
Delaware, where she 
does statistical data and 
administrative work for 
the Director of Surgery 
and the Administrative 
Manager of Surgery. She 
is there part-time, two 

to three days a week and 
has had the job for just 
over 12 years.

Although she attended 
Columbus State Com-
munity College for Busi-
ness Management, she 
does have experience 
and a family background 
in farming. “I’m a 4-H 
advisor and I sit on two 
committees for the Dela-
ware County Fair,” she 
said. She also helps with 
some of the farm-specific 
duties such as bailing 
hay, but the hospital job 
helps the family with 
health insurance.

“I was born and raised 
around farming,” she 
said. “So it’s something 
I’ve always known.” Part 
of the Taylors’ 2,200-plus 
acres consists of farm-
land that was Stephanie’s 
grandparents’ land; 
however, her grandfather 
has since passed away. 
Her parents have retired, 
her father from Honda 
and her mother from her 
photography business.

As with any relation-
ship, being married to a 
farmer has its stresses. 
“It’s kind of like some of 
the doctors that I work 
with that are on call,” 
she said. “Sometimes it’s 
10 at night, sometimes 
it’s two in the morning. 
You just never know.

“It’s our normal. I 
don’t know any other 
life or lifestyle I’d want 
to live,” she added. The 
couple’s passion for the 
life of farming is evident 
in all aspects of their 
conversation. For them, 
it’s not a hobby or some-
thing for fun, it’s their 
lives every day, all day.

“You got to put every-
thing into it. Your heart 
and soul, blood, sweat 

Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
The Taylors - Shelby, Stephanie and Zachary standing in the field behind their house.

and tears. All of it,” 
Zachary Taylor said. 
“You got to make sure 
you got a good partner.” 
Understanding the cir-
cumstances of farm life 
isn’t always easy. But the 
Taylors know in order to 
make any good system 
work, everyone has to do 
their part.

On the days Stephanie 
Taylor doesn’t work in 
Delaware, she makes 
lunch and dinner and on 
workdays, she does just 
dinner. “I’m a planner, 
I plan stuff way far out 
in advance,” she said. 
“Even for dinners, I do 
a lot of meal prep.” She 
tries to save and reuse as 
much as possible so that 
there isn’t any waste. 
The frugality and plan-
ning is a common theme 

that runs through their 
lives.

Still this year, the fam-
ily is going on a six-day 
trip to Custer, South 
Dakota. “I planned the 
cabin in Custer nine 
months ago and kind 
of went from there,” 
she said. “I schedule 
out what we can do in 
a day.” Her goal always 
being to make the most 
of what time they can 
get away.

The second half of 
the year

In the coming few 
months, the Taylors will 
be looking toward the 
harvest with excitement 
and trepidation. The sea-
son always presents its 
challenges, but this time, 
Taylor is ending the 
summer short-handed. 

“We lost our hired man, 
so that’ll make things a 
little tougher,” Taylor 
said. But his focus is on 
the next things on his 
list. “We’ll be preparing 
for harvest, the grain 
system, combine, ready-
ing for hogs,” Zachary 
Taylor said. “August isn’t 
quite as hectic, but it’s 
busy.”

There is also hay to 
be made, field scouting, 
disease and bug pressure 
and, of course, begin-
ning the planning for the 
next year. Taylor looks 
at it simply as the life of 
a farmer and that’s the 
only thing he wants to 
be doing.

Next month: Harvest 
preparations.

Year on 
the Farm
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Fun and competitions at county fairs across Ohio

gary Huffenberger | Wilmington News Journal
Brian White, 8, scratches the top of a cow’s head during the last 
day of the 2017 Clinton County Fair. Brian has a digital device 
on his lap, adding a contemporary element to a popular and 
characteristic photograph from county fairs over the years — a 
child who makes him or herself comfortable in a livestock stall.

Fun was the name of the game at the 4-H/FFA Olympics at the 
Clinton County Fair. One game involved filling a sponge with as 
much water as possible from a trough, and then quickly carrying 
the water-soaked sponge to a bucket and the first two-person 
team to fill the bucket to a marked level wins the event.

gary Brock | Rural Life Today
Lane Musselman competes in Class 2 of the Central Ohio Young 
Farmers Pedal Pull July 15 at the Madison County Fair.

Michael Williamson | Rural LIfe Today
Jabril Husein leads his animal over the bar to a win July 12 at the 
Madison County Fair.

Thaddeus Stuckey was awarded overall grand champion market 
lamb Thursday at the 2017 Fayette County Fair, champion 
Hampshire, and first overall in show class 13 Hampshire.

Mason Wagner, 5, of Botkins, son of Justin and Megan Wagner, waits 
to show his cross bred market gilt at the Shelby County Fair Monday, 
July 24.

Taking part in the human tractor pull at the Shelby County Fair 
grandstand Monday, July 24, are, left, to right, Amber Stangel, 14, 
daughter of Karen and Jason Stangel, Morgan Wemmer, 16, both of 
Houston, daughter of Lee and Molly Wemmer, Katelynn Garber, 16, of 
Sidney, daughter of Michelle and Eric Garber, and Catryn Mohler, 14, 
of Houston, daughter of Curt and Paula Mohler. The girls’ team name 
was the Houston Puffs. The competition was put on by the Shelby 
County Antique Power Association.

Emily Albers, left, 17, of Anna, daughter of Sarah and Mike Albers, 
watches as judge Glen Carr, of Pickerington, inspects her meat rabbit 
at the Shelby County Fair Monday, July 24.

Chris Hoppes | Rural Life Today
The monster truck show brought out a very large crowd to the 
grandstand at the Fayette County Fair Thursday evening, July 20, 
2017. Above, Bigfoot roars over a group of cars during the wheelie 
contest.
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AGRICULTURE 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The following are upcoming farming and 
agriculture events in ohio:

August
Thursday, Aug. 10: Fertilizer Applicator 
Certification Training, 9 a.m. to noon, Beck’s 
Hybrids, 720 u.s. Route 40, London. Last chance 
for fertilizer applicators to meet this new training 
requirement before the september deadline. The 
cost is free. Hot breakfast included. Registration 
required by Aug. 7. Contact Mary griffith at 
740-852-0975 or griffith.483@osu.edu. To view 
other fertilizer certification training opportunities 
throughout ohio go to https://nutrienteducation.
osu.edu/trainingopportunities1.

Saturday, Aug. 12: Personal Food security 
Workshop, 9-11 a.m., Central state university. 
Join Central state university Cooperative 
extension’s urban agriculture program, the 
Foodbank of Dayton, and edgemont solar 
garden, as they present an educational workshop 
on building personal food security and a resilient 
community food system. Hosted by the ohio 
environmental Food and Farm Association. Pre-
registration is required by Aug. 4 and space is 
limited to 30 people. To register, go to www.oeffa.
org/q/foodsecurity or send a check made out 
to oeFFA, along with the names of all attendees, 
addresses, phone numbers, and emails to oeFFA, 
Food security, 41 Croswell Road, Columbus, 
oH 43214. For more information, contact Milo 
Petruziello at 614-421-2022.

Tuesday, Aug. 15: southwest ohio Corn growers 
and Fayette County Agronomy Club annual Field 
Day, Fayette County Airport and Demonstration 
Farm, 2770 state route 38 Ne, Washington Court 
House, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 17: Precision Ag Field Day, 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Champaign County Fairgrounds, 384 
Park Ave., urbana. Cost is $5. Register by Aug. 10. 
Call 937-484-1526.

September
Sept. 19-21: ohio Farm science Review, Molly 
Caren Agriculture Center, Madison County.

2017 Ag is Cool winners announced

REYNOLDSBURG – Lt. Governor Mary Taylor and 
Ohio Department of Agriculture Director David T. Daniels 
announced July 26, opening day of the Ohio State Fair, the 
winners of the 2017 “Agriculture is Cool!” visual arts con-
test.

Ohio children enrolled in school or home schooled during 
the 2016-2017 academic year shared their personal interpre-
tation of why Ohio agriculture is “cool” for their chance to 
win a trip to the Ohio State Fair.

Entries, which included photographs, drawings and paint-
ings, were judged in four different age categories: K-2, 3-5, 
6-8, and 9-12. Twelve entries were selected as winners in 
their respective categories:

K-2 Photography: Connor Best, Rayland, Jefferson County, 
age 6

K-2 Drawing: Jack Mawhorr, Ashville, Pickaway County, 
age 6

K-2 Painting: Luke Mautz, Chillicothe, Ross County, age 7
3-5 Photography: Aubree Topp, Botkins, Shelby County, 

age 10
3-5 Drawing: Isabell Rumbaugh, Deshler, Henry County, 

age 10

3-5 Drawing: Kami Anthony, Brilliant, Jefferson County, 
age 10

3-5 Painting: Avarie Lisi, Chillicothe, Ross County, age 11
6-8 Photography: Abby Breece, Alvada, Hancock County, 

age 12
6-8 Drawing: Brighid Donnelly, Youngstown, Mahoning 

County, 14
9-12 Drawing: Audrey Schroeder, Bryan, Williams County, 

age 14
9-12 Painting: Regan Draeger, Lindsey, Sandusky County, 

age 15
Director’s Choice: Columbus School for Girls Form I, 

Columbus, Franklin County, age 7
The winners were honored by Lt. Governor Taylor, Ohio 

Agriculture Director Daniels and Ohio State Fair Manager 
Virgil Strickler at a ceremony at the Ohio State Fairgrounds. 
During the ceremony, the Columbus School for Girls Form I 
Class was announced as the “Director’s Choice” winner, for 
their video “I Can’t Stop From Farming.”

“Every year I’m impressed by the work and creativity of 
our ‘Ag is Cool!’ winners,” said Director Daniels. “These are 
the boys and girls who will become the men and women that 
grow, raise and process the food that feeds the world and we 
are proud to support and encourage them any way we can.”

This year marks the seventh year of the art contest and the 
“Ag is Cool!” educational program that was featured at the 
Ohio State Fair.

Winners from across state 
gather for ceremony at state fair

The 2017 “Ag is 
Cool” 2017 winners 

at the Ohio State 
Fair during opening 

day ceremonies 
that included 

recognition of the 
contest winners.
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Aug. 17 research tour to focus on ag diversification
By Katerina Sharp
osu extension

WOOSTER — Small and medium-sized farms often 
struggle to compete with larger farms, who can have a 
built-in advantage due to their size. Researchers at The 
Ohio State University are exploring how smaller farms 
can maximize their unique strengths and diversify 
what they produce, rather than expanding the size of 
their farm.

The 2017 Agricultural Diversification Research Tour 
on Thursday, Aug. 17 will show farmers how they can 
maintain their farm size, but still increase profitability. 
It will take place from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Ohio Agri-
cultural Research and Development Center’s (OARDC) 
Mellinger Research Farm, located at 6885 West Old 
Lincoln Way in Wooster.

The average total cost of production decreases as a 
result of increasing the number of different goods pro-
duced. Therefore, small and medium-sized farms can 
take advantage of the ecological, economic and social 
benefits of producing additional goods to improve 
their bottom line.

Mellinger Farm is used in part for OARDC research 
while the rest is rented to a local farm that is currently 
diversifying its rotations and transitioning to organic 

production of hay and grains.
The Agroecosystems Management Program of 

OARDC and Ohio State University Extension is host-
ing the event and has gathered nearly a dozen special-
ists to participate from OARDC, OSU Extension, Ohio 
State ATI and the College of Wooster. OARDC and 
OSU Extension are the research and outreach arms, 
respectively, of the College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences at Ohio State.

“The tour is important to farmers because they will 
learn about research on how to manage diverse pro-
duction systems to lower input costs and access new 
markets,” said Casey Hoy, head of the OARDC Agro-
ecosystems Management Program.

Topics of discussion during the tour include:
• Scales of diversification and markets
• Ecosystem services in diverse systems — pest 

control, soil improvement and fertility, pollinator sup-
port and biomass production

• Ecosystem pressures (like deer and rabbits) on a 
small, diverse system and imbalances in the landscape

• Diverse vegetable production
• Pastured poultry using chicken tractors (movable 

coops)
• Oilseed as an alternative crop in rotations
• Hull-less “naked” oats culture
• Pasture establishment and management for a 

diversified system
• Value-added products
The tour is free and there is no registration required 

to attend.
For additional information, contact Suranga Basna-

gala at basnagala.1@osu.edu or 330-202-3529.

Katerina sharp can be reached by email at sharp.378@osu.edu or call 614-
292-2011.

Contributed photo | Flickr
Learn how to manage diverse production systems to lower input 
costs and access new markets at Aug. 17 research tour.

Ohio State researchers: Eating 
tomatoes may protect against skin cancer

By Tracy Turner
osu extension

COLUMBUS — Could eating a 
tomato a day help keep skin cancer 
away — or at least lessen the risk of 
developing non-melanoma skin can-
cers?

Researchers at The Ohio State Uni-
versity think the answer is maybe, 
based on promising results of a new 
study of how nutritional interventions 
can modulate the risk for skin cancers 
in mice.

The study, published in the July 11 
edition of “Scientific Reports,” found 
that mice fed tomatoes daily over 35 
weeks and exposed to ultraviolet light 
experienced a 50 percent decrease in 
developing skin cancer tumors com-
pared to mice that didn’t consume 
tomatoes.

The theory is that dietary carot-
enoids, the pigmenting compounds 
that give tomatoes their color, may 
protect skin against UV light damage, 
said Jessica Cooperstone, co-author of 
the study and a research scientist in 
the Department of Food Science and 
Technology in the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sci-
ences at Ohio State.

Previous human clinical trials sug-
gest that eating tomato paste over 
time can dampen sunburns, perhaps 
thanks to carotenoids from the plants 
that are deposited in the skin of 
humans after eating, and may be able 
to protect from UV light damage, Coo-
perstone said.

“Lycopene, the primary carotenoid 
in tomatoes, has been shown to be the 
most effective antioxidant of these 
pigments,” she said. “However, when 
comparing lycopene administered 
from a whole food (tomato) or a syn-
thesized supplement, tomatoes appear 
more effective in preventing redness 
after UV exposure, suggesting other 
compounds in tomatoes, apart from 
lycopene, may also be bioactive.”

This is significant, considering that 
unprotected exposure to the sun is a 
major risk factor in the development of 
skin cancer, Cooperstone said.

In fact, non-melanoma skin cancers 
are the most common of all cancers, 
with more new cases — 5.4 million in 
2012 — each year than breast, pros-

tate, lung and colon cancers combined, 
according to the American Cancer 
Society.

Despite a low mortality rate, these 
cancers are costly, about $8.1 billion 
a year, are disfiguring, and their rates 
are increasing, according to the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services.

“As a result, alternative methods 
for systemic protection, possibly via 
nutritional interventions to modulate 
risk for skin-related diseases, could 
provide a significant benefit,” Cooper-
stone said. “Foods are not drugs, but 
they can possibly over the lifetime of 
consumption alter the development of 
certain diseases.

“This preclinical research gets at 
that prevention aspect and rationalizes 
studying this issue further.”

The three-year study was funded by 
a grant from the National Institutes of 
Health through the National Cancer 
Institute. The study was a collabora-
tive project involving three other Ohio 
State researchers including Tatiana 
Oberyszyn, a professor and vice chair 
in the Department of Pathology in the 
College of Medicine; David Francis, 
professor and tomato geneticist in the 
Department of Horticulture and Crop 
Science, who developed the tomato 
varieties used in the study; and Steven 
Schwartz, a professor in Food Science 
and Technology.

Tracy Turner can be reached by email at turner.490@
osu.edu or call 614-688-1067.

Contributed photo
Eating a tomato a day may help keep skin cancer 
away.

Haley helps feed community

For Rural Life Today

WILMINGTON —A Clinton County 
Junior Fair exhibitor wants to make 
sure that area residents have enough 
to eat.

Haley Dean, 14, donated her 1,212-
pound 4-H steer to be processed for 
beef and given to the local community 
food pantry, Our Father’s Kitchen.

The steer will provide the commu-
nity with an estimated 600-700 pounds 
of beef.

This is Haley’s first year taking a 
fat steer to the fair and she told her 
parents that she felt like God wanted 
her to donate the meat to help the 
community. She asked if, rather than 
sending him to the stock yards to be 
sold for beef, she could donate him to 
Our Father’s Kitchen.

With the last-minute help of her 
parents and after calling several meat 
packers who were booked up until Jan-
uary, Haley was able to find J&L Farm 

Butcher Shop in Medway, Ohio, which 
offered to waive packing fees, discount 
processing fees and take the steer on 
July 10 to donate to charity.

Haley then contacted Clinton Memo-
rial Hospital which was eager to help 
the local community with this project.

As everything fell together, Alexan-
der Show Cattle donated the transpor-
tation to get the steer from the Clinton 
County Fair to J&L Farm Butcher 
Shop.

Haley said that the 4- H pledge 
states: I pledge my Head to clearer 
thinking, My Heart to greater loyalty, 
My Hands to larger service, my Health 
to better living for my club, my com-
munity, my country and my world 
— and she wanted to help her com-
munity.

Haley expresses her thanks to Clin-
ton Memorial Hospital, J&L Farm 
Butcher Shop and Alexander Show 
Cattle.

Proceeds from 4-H’ers county fair steer going to food pantry

Courtesy photo
From left are Parker Dean, Melissa Alexander of Alexander Show Cattle, Cameron Alexander of 
Alexander Show Cattle, Cheryl Fisher of Clinton Memorial Hospital, Allen Willoby of Our Father’s 
Kitchen and Haley Dean.
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Ohio county fairs coming your way
REYNOLDSBURG – Want to attend a 

county fair later this month or in Septem-
ber? Here is the list of upcoming county 
fairs in Ohio:

WEEK OF AUGUST 13
Muskingum County Fair (Zanesville)* 

Aug 13-19
Huron County Fair (Norwalk) Aug 14-19
Meigs County Fair (Pomeroy)* Aug 14-19
Jefferson County Fair (Smithfield) Aug 

15-20
Allen County Fair (Lima)* Aug 18-26
Darke County Fair (Greenville)* Aug 

18-26
Defiance County Fair (Hicksville)* Aug 

19-26
WEEK OF AUGUST 20
Monroe County Fair (Woodsfield)* Aug 

21-26
Lorain County Fair (Wellington)* Aug 

21-27
Portage County Fair (Randolph) Aug 

22-27
Sandusky County Fair (Fremont) Aug 

22-27
WEEK OF AUGUST 27
Noble County Fair (Caldwell)* Aug 

28-Sep 2
Morrow County Fair (Mt. Gilead)* Aug 

28-Sep 4
Stark County Fair (Canton)* Aug 29-Sep 

4
Hancock County Fair (Findlay)* Aug 

30-Sep 4
Mahoning County Fair (Canfield)* Aug 

30-Sep 4
Richwood Independent Fair (Union Co.)* 

Aug 30-Sep 4
Van Wert County Fair (Van Wert)* Aug 

30-Sep 4
Geauga County Fair (Burton)* Aug 

31-Sep 4
Fulton County Fair (Wauseon)* Sep 1-7

Washington County Fair (Marietta)* Sep 
2-5

Highland County Fair (Hillsboro) Sep 2-9
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 3
Morgan County Fair (McConnelsville)* 

Sep 5-9
Belmont County Fair (St. Clairsville) Sep 

5-10
Hardin County Fair (Kenton)* Sep 5-10
Albany Independent Fair (Athens Co.) 

Sep 6-10
Wayne County Fair (Wooster)* Sep 9-14
Williams County Fair (Montpelier)* Sep 

9-16
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 10
Guernsey County Fair (Old Washington)* 

Sep 11-17
Hocking County Fair (Logan) Sep 11-16
Wyandot County Fair (Upper Sandusky)* 

Sep 12-17
Bellville Independent Fair (Richland Co.) 

Sep 13-16
Delaware County Fair (Delaware)* Sep 

16-23
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 17
Ashland County Fair (Ashland)* Sep 

17-23
Tuscarawas County Fair (Dover)* Sep 

18-24
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 24
Brown County Fair (Georgetown) Sep 

25-30
Barlow Independent Fair (Washington 

Co.) Sep 28-Oct 1
Coshocton County Fair (Coshocton)* Sep 

29-Oct 5
WEEK OF OCTOBER 1
Loudonville Independent Fair (Ashland 

Co.) Oct 3-7
WEEK OF OCTOBER 8
Fairfield County Fair (Lancaster)* Oct 

8-14

Rinesmith first place winner

Contributed photo
Olivia Rinesmith, 16, from London, was first place winner in class 10 at The Ohio 
State Fair Guys and Gals Lead competition on July 29. She is a member of the 
Fairfield Rascals 4-H Club and the London FFA chapter. She modeled a 100 percent 
wool outfit as she led a Polled Dorset ewe. The ewe was provided by Jeremy Etzler 
of South Solon.
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Scientists expect ‘significant’ algae bloom on Lake Erie
By John Flesher
AP environmental Writer

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) — A “significant” 
harmful algae bloom is expected to form in western 
Lake Erie this summer, though it probably won’t be as 
large as some previous formations that posed health 
risks and hampered tourism, scientists said July 13.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion and research partners released their annual algae 
forecast for the shallowest and warmest of the Great 
Lakes, where massive algae formations are a recurring 
threat to the environment and the economy. Toxic 
contamination from a 2014 bloom prompted a two-day 
shutdown of tap water systems for 400,000 people in 
Toledo, Ohio, and southeastern Michigan.

“It’ll be large, green and ugly and will cause the same 
kinds of issues it has in the past for charter boat cap-
tains trying to get people out to fish,” said Don Scavia, 
a University of Michigan scientist.

It’s unlikely to create another drinking water crisis 
like the one three years ago. It resulted from a rare 
combination of factors, including high levels of toxins 
generated by the bloom and its location near Toledo’s 

offshore water intake facility, NOAA oceanographer 
Rick Stumpf said. Monitoring has been stepped up 
since then and early-detection devices installed, he 
added.

Still, the situation underscores the need to reduce 
the flow of nutrients into the lake that feed algae and 
similar bacteria, primarily from farms but also sewage 
treatment plants and other sources, Stumpf said.

Researchers have developed a scale for rating the 
severity of a bloom based on how much algae it con-
tains over a sustained period. They predict this year’s 
will register a score of 7.5, though it could range 
anywhere from 6 to 9.5. A rating above 5 indicates a 
potentially harmful level, meaning such blooms could 
do damage by producing toxins or sucking enough oxy-
gen from the water to cause fish kills.

When they developed the scale, researchers thought 
the maximum score would be a 10. A 2011 bloom 
reached that mark and a 2015 bloom exceeded it, 
registering a 10.5 as the biggest on record. It’s worth 
noting that a bloom’s size doesn’t necessarily reflect its 
toxicity.

The 2016 bloom rated a mild 3.2, which experts 

credited largely to dry weather. Spring and summer 
rainfall plays a key role in bloom formation by washing 
fertilizers from croplands into streams and rivers that 
flow into the lake. Phosphorus in chemical fertilizers 
and livestock manure promotes algae growth.

The weather has been significantly wetter this year, 
and the bloom size is expected to reflect that.

Recent algae formations in western Lake Erie have 
taken shape in late July and grown bigger in early 
August. A similar pattern is expected in coming 
months.

“A bloom of this size is evidence that the research 
and outreach efforts currently underway to reduce 
nutrient loading, optimize water treatment, and under-
stand bloom dynamics need to continue,” said Chris-
topher Winslow, Ph.D., director of the Ohio Sea Grant 
College Program.

But he added that despite its anticipated size, “much 
of the lake will be algae-free throughout the bloom sea-
son and the lake remains a key asset.”

Michigan, Ohio and the Canadian province of Ontar-
io have agreed to cut phosphorus going into the lake 
by 40 percent over the next decade.

Adena Community Health 
sets farmer’s market program

CHILLICOTHE – Adena 
Health System has partnered with 
the Chillicothe Farmers Market 
to continue its vision of creating 
healthy, thriving communities. 
Through this relationship Adena 
Community Health has made it 
possible for more families in the 
community to access healthy 
locally grown food.

Those who qualify for Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) are encouraged 
to bring their Ohio Direction card 
to the Chillicothe Farmers Market 
and they will be eligible to scan 
at least $10 in Electronic Benefit 
Transfer (EBT) tokens and also 
receive additional $10 in Fruit and 
Veggies Perks tokens.

“After completing the 2017 
Community Health Needs Assess-
ment, we discovered there was a 
high demand for nutrition infor-
mation and resources,” said Kim 
Jones, Director of Community 
Health Outreach.

“The goal of this program is to 
assist with eliminating the cost 
barriers of healthy eating and 
hopefully drive people to a new 
place, where they can get these 
healthy food options, while also 
promoting and supporting healthy 
eating and local business.”

This year, Adena Dieticians 
have also created healthy recipe 
cookbooks that include meals 
with ingredients available at the 
farmer’s market.

“We are giving the community 
not only the resources, but giv-
ing them information on how to 
prepare the food is just as impor-
tant.”

In addition to this offer, Adena 
is also offering a $15 “Fresh Food 
Rx” for those with chronic illness 
and in need of financial support.

“Patients in need will be given 
a Fresh Food Rx coupon from 
their physician or nurse naviga-
tor, which can be exchanged for 
tokens to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables at the market,” 
added Jones. “This is our way of 
supporting those patients with 
chronic diseases and illnesses, 
who may not qualify for SNAP, 
but still need some extra support.”

The Chillicothe Farmer’s Mar-
ket is located in the parking lot of 
the Ross County Service Center, 
475 Western Ave. and is open 
every Saturday from 8 a.m.-12 
p.m. May – October. To receive 
tokens, participants need to bring 
their Ohio Direction Card to the 
market tent the day of the event.

Felicity FFA members attend 
Washington leadership conference
By Kyra Davidson
Felicity-Franklin FFA Reporter

The Felicity-Franklin FFA sent three stu-
dents to Washington, D.C. to learn about 
improving our community through the FFA 
motto “Living to Serve.”

These students, Sarah Hoog, Nina Cadi-
gan, and Kolbie Brandenburg, created Living 
to Serve projects that will help our Felicity 
community. The conference was held from 
June 6-11. The students toured Arlington 

Cemetery, Mount Vernon, World War II 
Memorial, and the Korean War Memorial.

They also met with Anne Knapke, Legisla-
tive Director for Senator Klobuchar from 
Minnesota, and discussed policies affecting 
agriculture and education. Knapke is a former 
member of Talawanda FFA in Butler County 
and a former National FFA officer. The con-
ference will host more than 2,000 FFA mem-
bers this summer, serving as the National 
FFA’s premier leadership event.

Felicity FFA members Sarah Hoog, Nina Cadigan, and Kolbie Brandenburg show state pride by forming the word 
OHIO, using the Washington Monument as the “I” during the night tour, where they visited the Lincoln Memorial, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, and the Jefferson Memorial.
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Roads Scholars hit the road in SW Ohio rural tour
By Chris Booker
For Rural Life Today

COLUMBUS — The trip begins with 
a story about Hugh Jackman and some 
wild animals and ends with a lesson from 
the unofficial weed king of Ohio. Welcome 
to The Ohio State University 2017 Roads 
Scholar Tour.

The Roads Scholars Tour is a two-day trip 
for faculty, staff and community partners to 
learn more about Ohio history and the uni-
versity’s deep connections throughout the 
state. Associate Vice Provost for Outreach 
and Engagement Stephen Myers is the tour 
guide and ringleader for the Roads Scholars.

“It’s a little snapshot of some of the really 
incredible and interesting things going on in 
this great state,” Myers said.

The tour has been an annual event since 
1997. This year southwest Ohio was the 
focus of attention, with stops at university 
offices, Ohio historical sites and organiza-
tions doing groundbreaking research.

“You’ll find that a lot of the stops are not 
things that may relate to your discipline, but 
I think through the visits you’ll see perspec-
tives and learn things that give you a differ-
ent look into the way you do your work,” 
Myers said.

A history of flight and a night in 
Cincinnati

Beginning at The Ohio State University 
Airport, Director Doug Hammon spoke 
to the group of about 45 Roads Scholars, 
explaining that yes, Ohio State owns an 
airport.

The airport has been in business since 
1942 and is the fourth-busiest airport in the 
state. Each semester, about 300 students 
work and learn at the home of Don Scott 
Field.

“Our mission is to support the univer-
sity’s teaching, research and engagement,” 
Hammon said.

He said the airport is also known as a 
stop for VIPs visiting Columbus. Pro golfers 

like Tiger Woods and actors such as Har-
rison Ford have made stops at the airport. 
Hammon said that actor Hugh Jackman 
once landed at the airport with Jack Hanna, 
a penguin and a chimpanzee in tow.

A motor coach filled with the traveling 
group and a second one filled with students 
left the airport for the second stop on the 
tour: Dayton Aviation Heritage National 
Historical Park.

The park commemorates the lives of 
aviators Orville and Wilbur Wright as well 
as poet and author Paul Laurence Dunbar. 
Students and tour members learned about 
the birth of modern aviation and Dunbar’s 
efforts to build a newspaper for Dayton’s 
African American community.

“The Wright Brothers are not just a part 
of Ohio history. It’s part of our nation’s his-
tory. It’s part of world history. It’s amazing 
to experience with this group,” said tour 
member Russell Marzette, assistant profes-
sor in the College of Engineering.

A trip to the Cincinnati-based Emery 
Oleochemicals was the next tour stop. 
Company managers explained how the 
177-year-old company is working to make 
more natural and sustainable chemicals for 
everyday uses.

The final stop in Cincinnati for the day 
was a visit to Plum Street Temple , one of 
the oldest synagogues in the United States. 
The historic house of worship was built for 
the congregation of Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise 
during the Civil War.

The synagogue’s current leader, Rabbi 
Lewis Kamrass, said the sanctuary serves as 
a testimony to the openness of the United 
States. He said it is not a museum but 
continues to serve as home for Sabbath ser-
vices, bar mitzvahs and weddings.

“For our members this is not a place of 
history so much as it’s a place for their per-
sonal history,” he said.

The Roads Scholars Tour ended the first 
day with a reception for the participants 
and Cincinnati-area alumni. Southwest Ohio 
native Maggie Griffin spoke at the recep-

tion. Griffin is one of two graduating seniors 
to win the President’s Prize, a $100,000 
award to develop a project to do good works 
in the community. Griffin started the Unity 
Fridge Program to help provide fresh, locally 
grown produce in underserved communi-
ties.

President Michael V. Drake said programs 
like the Unity Fridge and the teaching and 
research at Ohio State connect the univer-
sity to the rest of the nation. The Roads 
Scholars Tour is a reflection of those con-
nections.

“As we do things well, people are able to 
connect with us in a way that makes a differ-
ence. People watch what we’re doing, people 
see how we’re doing it, they watch the way 
we do it because we are representing an 
entity that means something to them and is 
connected to them,” Drake said.

A closer look at weather and weeds
The second day of the tour began with 

a visit to the Niehoff Urban Studio and the 
University of Cincinnati Community Design 
Center, an off-campus classroom helping 
students and faculty work with the commu-
nity to solve real-world problems.

After the studio tour, the bus rolled out 
of Cincinnati and over to Wilmington, the 
home of the southwest Ohio office of the 
National Weather Service. Roads Scholars 
were shown the workings of the weather 
monitoring balloons, how the weather ser-
vice broadcasts alerts and how it works with 
Ohio State to share information with meteo-
rologists around the state.

“I would say of all of the universities we 
work with, Ohio State provides us the stron-
gest partnership,” said Brandon Peloquin, 
meteorologist with the National Weather 
Service.

The final stop on the tour was the West-
ern Agricultural Research Station. Located 
on 428 acres in Clark County, the living 
agricultural lab was founded in 1958. The 
station aids the research of the state’s most 
important crops from corn to soybeans to 

pigs.
Scott Shearer, chair of the Department of 

Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineer-
ing, showed how farmers are using drones 
to maximize their land management and cut 
down on their use of fertilizers. Department 
of Horticulture and Corp Science Professor 
Mark Loux answered questions about the 
dangerous weeds threatening farms in the 
country and spoke about how Ohio State is 
providing the research to stop them.

On an 80 degree summer day, the sights, 
sounds and smells of a working farm may 
not be what many from the Columbus cam-
pus were used to, but the experience left an 
imprint.

“I really loved the agricultural stops. I 
didn’t necessarily anticipate that,” said Ash-
ley Pérez, assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Comparative Studies. “I think one 
of the great things about an interdisciplinary 
audience is that people are translating their 
research into broadly accessible language 
which is something my department does a 
lot.”

Leaning about others was a goal of the 
tour. Mei-Wei Chang, associate professor in 
the College of Nursing, said meeting other 
faculty and staff on the tour helped her 
make connections that she said will help her 
research into weight management for preg-
nant mothers.

“I thought it was an amazing tour. I met 
new people and I learned a lot about the 
community,” she said.

A trip that begins with the university-
owned airport and ends with a visit to one 
of the university’s far-flung research centers 
highlights the breadth and depth of Ohio 
State’s connections with the state. But the 
interaction between the Roads Scholars 
and all of the groups that welcomed them 
as visitors shows the real bond between the 
university and the state.

Drake summed up the connection while 
speaking at the alumni event in Cincinnati.

“People know who we are and we matter 
to them.”
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