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KENTON — When April and Jason 
Miller decided to list their spare room 
on the popular short-term lodging 
website Airbnb, they weren’t sure if 
they’d have any success fi nding people 
to stay in their mostly rural community 
of Kenton.

Despite their misgivings, they were 
able to rent the room within days of 
posting it to Airbnb.

“It was pretty immediate,” April 
Miller said. “I’d say we got our fi rst 
rental within like 10 days. You would 
be shocked at how many people visit 
Kenton.”

As it turns out, the success the Mill-
ers have had using the short-term lodg-
ing service is not uncommon. They 
are one of hundreds of hosts in rural 
Ohio who are listing their homes with 
Airbnb, according to a recent report by 
the company.

Based on data from the report, 
Airbnb concluded that short-term 
renting “creates new economic oppor-
tunity where people live, supplements 
incomes that have stagnated, diversi-
fi es incomes that are at risk, and lowers 
the pressure people may feel to move.”

The report stated that short-term 
lodging also helps rural communities 
welcome more visitors without having 
to invest in permanent infrastructure, 
which corporate hotel chains have been 
“disinclined to build in these areas.”

Airbnb growth ‘explodes’ in rural Ohio
Between February 2016 and Febru-

ary 2017, 14,000 guests arrived to 
listings in rural Ohio. This represented 
a 201 percent year-over-year growth 
in guest arrivals, according to the 
report. As a result, Ohio ranked sixth 
in the United States in terms of Airbnb 
growth rate.

By using Airbnb, homeowners in 
rural Ohio earned $1.5 million over a 
one-year span. Each of the 450 hosts 
collected an average of $3,400 during 
that time, the report stated.

“Maybe you’re not quitting your day 
job for that $3,400, but on top of what-
ever it is you’re doing to make ends 
meet, that’s really meaningful,” said 
Ben Breit, a member of Airbnb’s public 
affairs team in the Midwest. “That’s 
money you can used to pay the bills, 

and it really adds up.”
But homeowners aren’t the only 

ones reaping the economic benefi ts 
of Airbnb listings. The report found 
that 42 percent of guests’ spending is 
occurring within the neighborhoods in 
which they stay. If not for short-term 
renting, Breit said, this money would 
likely go to larger communities that 
have more lodging options.

“If not for Airbnb, folks wouldn’t be 
able to stay in some of these rural com-
munities,” he said. “Now they’re able 
to get lunch at the local restaurant or 
get coffee at the local café. It trickles 
down with all the money that is spent 
for those local merchants and those 

Rural areas see ‘explosive’ Airbnb growth

Craig J. Orosz | The Lima News
April Miller and her husband, Jason, in front of their rental, which was a carriage house 
behind their home in Kenton. Airbnb, a website that lists residences or rooms for short-term 
rental, reports that Ohio’s rural communities are seeing explosive growth in short-term 
lodging.

See AIRBNB | 3

Food box service 
comes to Allen County
By John Bush
jbush@limanews.com

LIMA — Do you know where your food comes from?
This question was the starting point for a Mount Vernon 

company that was looking to bring fresh, quality food from 
Ohio farms to local residents each week. And now the ser-
vice is available in Allen County.

Yellowbird Foodshed is a subscription service that delivers 
boxes of locally sourced produce, meat and cheese to con-
sumers each week at local grocery stores. Today, the service 
operates at Chief on Lima’s South Cable Road, Community 
Markets in Bluffton and Chief in Delphos. It is also available 
at both Community Markets stores in Findlay.

Based on the company’s belief that everyone should know 
where their food comes from, Yellowbird partnered with 
small farms within 150 miles of Columbus to provide the 
products they pack into their boxes each week. The online 
service allows customers to choose their pickup location and 
share size, which varies from a base food box to a full food 
box. A base food box contains eight to 10 local varieties of 
fresh products, and a full box features 12 to 14 varieties of 
food.

“The old school term for this is ‘community supported 
agriculture,’” said Benji Ballmer, director of business opera-
tions for Yellowbird. “It’s a membership service, so some-
body would pay for a season. The season could be eight to 
16 weeks long, and we’ll bring all the food each week based 
on what season it is.”

See YELLOWBIRD | 11 

Dairy farm representative addresses concerns
By John Bush
jbush@limanews.com

CELINA — A proposed dairy farm has caused concern 
among local residents, but a representative from the com-
pany that will operate the facility said they have gone above 
and beyond what is required by the state to ensure potential 
issues are mitigated.

MVP Dairy, which would be located at 7124 U.S. 33 north-
west of Neptune, is a partnership between VanTilburg Farms 
of Celina and McCarty Dairy LLC of Colby, Kansas. The 
company is looking to construct six freestall barns that will 
house 750 mature dairy cows each, which would mean it has 

a capacity to house 4,500 dairy cows.
Since the permit application was submitted in April, two 

meetings have been held for local residents who have ques-
tions or concerns about the proposed facility. One of the 
meetings was hosted by MVP Dairy, and another was put 
on by concerned citizens in Mercer County. Representatives 
from MVP Dairy did not attend the latter meeting, citing the 
fact that they answered questions previously and that another 
public meeting will be held in August.

Celina resident Tim Townsend, who lives about a mile east 
of the proposed facility, said his biggest concern is the poten-
tial for water contamination from manure runoff. His concern 
stemmed from a discussion with Lynn Henning, a Michigan 

resident and regional representative for the Socially Respon-
sible Agriculture Project.

Henning told Townsend and other residents who attended 
the recent concerned citizens meeting that her mother- and 
father-in-law live within 1,000 feet of a facility similar to the 
one being proposed in Celina. She said they were both diag-
nosed with hydrogen sulfi de poisoning.

Townsend said he is worried water contamination from 
MVP Dairy could cause this type of poisoning in residents 
who live near the proposed facility.

“This hydrogen sulfi de poisoning is a real concern, and no 

See DAIRY | 3
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Adding jobs, adding staff and adding rice
By Gary Brock
gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

LONDON — 
Another day, 
another dateline you 
might say.

So, for the last 
two months, I have 
failed to share a col-
umn with you, my 
faithful Rural Life 
Today readers. And 
faithful you have 
been for the last five 
years, I will add.

But to be honest, the reason 
I failed to write this column 
in June and July was because I 
was just too darn busy.

Fact is, a couple months 
ago I accepted an offer to 
be the General Manager and 
Editor of the London-based 
daily newspaper The Madison 
Press. Hence the “London” 
dateline for this column. By 
my calculation this is the 
fourth dateline I’ve had in the 
last five years. First I was in 
Washington Court House, 
then Wilmington, then my old 
hometown of Xenia and now 
London.

While I took on this new 
challenge, I remain editor of 
Rural Life Today. So for the 
first couple of months, doing 
the jobs of general manager of 
the newspaper, editor of the 
newspaper and editor of Rural 
Life Today was pretty time-
consuming.

But I’m happy to report that 
things are now on an even 

flow, especially with the 
addition of a new reporter, 
Michael Williamson to help 
with the statewide and fea-
ture writing for Rural Life 
Today.

You will see more of Mike 
in coming months, and I 
think you will really like his 
writing and perspective on 
covering our farming and 
rural communities.

Earlier I said “loyal read-
ers” and I mean that. I mean 

it even when our local Rural 
Life Today readers point out 
a mistake or two to me in no 
uncertain terms. That sure 
was the case last month when 
I wrote the third part of our 
year-long series on the Taylor 
family in Delaware County.

Remember when I said how 
busy I’ve been the last couple 
of months? Well, that was evi-
dent when I hastily wrote the 
third part of the series, right 
at deadline. While interview-
ing Zachary Taylor we rode 
in his planting tractor as he 
was planting corn in one of 
his fields. Now, I knew what 
we were in - I just said it - his 
planting tractor. But that’s not 
what I wrote. I wrote combine, 
and wow, did I hear about it 
from readers! Believe me, I 
know the difference. But it 
sure didn’t read that way. And 
I never caught the mistake 
since I wrote it. You know 

how hard it is to see your own 
mistakes?

Next: Selling ice in Antarctica
Here’s an interesting agri-

culture article from July:
“U.S., China Sign Historic 

Agreement to Provide Market 
Access for U.S. Rice Exports

(WASHINGTON, July 20, 
2017) – Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Perdue today 
announced that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture has 
reached agreement with Chi-
nese officials on final details 
of a protocol to allow the 
United States to begin export-
ing rice to China for the first 
time ever.

“This is another great day 
for U.S. agriculture and, in 
particular, for our rice grow-
ers and millers, who can now 
look forward to gaining access 
to the Chinese market. This 
market represents an excep-
tional opportunity today, with 
enormous potential for growth 
in the future,” said Perdue. 
“The agreement with China 
has been in the works for 
more than a decade and I’m 
pleased to see it finally come 
to fruition, especially knowing 
how greatly it will benefit our 
growers and industry.”

China is the world’s largest 
producer and consumer of 
rice. Since 2013, it has also 
been the largest importer, 

Gary 
Brock
Rural Life 
Today Editor

See BROCK | 4

Williamson joins RLT staff
LONDON — Michael 

Williamson has joined the 
staff of Rural Life Today as 
a news writer, editor Gary 
Brock announced Aug. 1.

Williamson is a resident 
of Marysville and a graduate 
of Capital University with a 
degree in Communication-
Electronic Media and Film, 
and Columbus State Com-
munity College with an 
Associate of Arts degree.

“I am very pleased to 
have Michael join the staff 
of Rural Life Today,” said 
Brock. “Since he started he 
has proven to be an excel-

lent writer 
and really 
enjoys cover-
ing the agri-
culture and 
rural commu-
nities.” Wil-
liamson will 
be based out 
of the Rural 
Life Today office at The 
Madison Press in London.

Those wishing to contact 
Williamson with story ideas 
can email him at mwilliam-
son@aimmediamidwest.
com or call him at 740-852-
1616, ext. 1619.

Michael 
Williamson

Did you have plant compaction?
By Dr. John Fulton
For Rural Life Today

HARDIN COUNTY – 2017 was a “wet” spring for 
planting which also can cause compaction issues; side-
wall and pinch-row compaction. Side-wall compaction 
includes all soil compaction in and around the seed 
furrow and can restrict root growth and reduce crop 
yields. Pinch rows are the middle 6 rows of the planter 
next to the transport tires.

Compaction of any kind can lead to emergence 
issues and possible yield loss. Identifying compaction 
is the first step in understanding the consequences 
during the growing season and at harvest while also 
beginning to consider options for mitigating if long-
term consequences appear to be in place.

Today, many central-fill planters operate in Ohio 
with some carrying fertilizer tanks mounted at the 
center portion. This equates to a lot of weight being 
carried at the center of the planter and possibly by 
the tractor. Wet soil conditions at planting increase 

See COMPACTION | 3
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one really has the answers 
to that,” Townsend said. “It 
seems like farmers get a pass 
when it comes to pollution.”

But Kyle VanTilburg, 
of VanTilburg Farms, said 
residents should not be 
concerned about water con-
tamination or any type of 
poisoning.

“Obviously we are build-
ing the facility to ODA specs 
and standards, but we’re tak-
ing it quite a step further,” 
VanTilburg said. “This will 
be a zero discharge facility 
farm, and we’re putting sys-
tems in place that are quite 
different than a traditional 
dairy. Most dairies (runoff) 
just go into a lagoon.”

VanTilburg said solid 
manure from the cows, 
which would generate 
16,800 tons per year, will 
be fl ushed every half hour 
each day. It will then go into 
a tank that will separate 
solids and nutrients from the 
rest of the liquid manure. 
The remaining liquid waste 
will go into a settling basin 
where solids can further 
settle, and and then it will 
be sent through an anaero-
bic treatment cell meant to 
reduce waste volume and 
odor, as well as implement a 
recycling system. The water 
will arrive at its fi nal destina-

tion in an irrigation pond, 
where it will be used for 
growing crops.

When asked how MVP 
Dairy would handle an over-
fl ow of the irrigation pond, 
which could be caused by 
excessive rainfall, VanTilburg 
said there are systems in 
place to handle this type of 
scenario.

“That’s all stuff the facility 
engineer checked for, and it 
was all built following ODA 
regulations,” he said. “The 
safeguards are all in place, 
and that’s part of the permit-
ting process.”

Thompson said another 
concern is the amount of 
fl ies and odor that 4,500 
dairy cows could produce. 
VanTilburg again had an 
answer for this issue, saying 
the farm uses innovative 
management practices to 
create an environment that 
minimizes fl y populations 
and odors.

He said the barns will 
have ventilation and systems 
to fl ush manure from the 

barns multiple times each 
day. The reduced presence 
of manure and constant 
air movement will limit fl y 
breeding, he said, and by 
the time the manure goes 
through the entire treatment 
system it will be “virtually 
odor free.”

As for the cows living 
completely indoors, Van-
Tilburg said the side of the 
barns will be constructed 
with a transparent polycar-
bonate siding that allows 
natural light in the buildings, 
“creating a positive environ-
ment for the cows and a 
negative environment for the 
pests.”

Another open house and 
public meeting on MVP 
Dairy will be held Aug. 8 at 
the Mercer County Central 
Services Building, located 
at 220 W. Livingston St., 
Celina. The open house will 
begin at 6:30 p.m., and the 
public meeting will start at 
7 p.m.

Reach John Bush at 567-242-0456 or 
on Twitter @Bush_Lima.

10 Fun Farm Facts:
•	 Mature	turkeys	have	more	than	3,500	feathers.

•	 There	are	47	different	breeds	of	sheep	in	the	U.S.

•	 Pork	is	the	most	widely	eaten	meat	in	the	world.

•	 The	average	person	consumes	584	pounds	of	dairy	products	a	year.

•	 160	degrees	Fahrenheit	is	the	correct	cooking	temperature	to	

ensure	safe,	savory	ground	beef.

•	 Elevators	in	the	Statue	of	Liberty	use	a	soybean-based	hydraulic	

fluid.

•	 Like	snowflakes,	no	two	cows	have	exactly	the	same	pattern	of	

spots.

•	 The	longest	recorded	flight	of	a	chicken	is	13	seconds.

•	 	Twenty-nine	cuts	of	beef	meet	government	guidelines	for	lean.

•	 The	average	dairy	cow	produces	seven	gallons	of	milk	a	day,	2,100	

pounds	of	milk	a	month,	and	46,000	glasses	of	milk	a	year.

Source:	Ohio	Farmers	Feed	Us
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From page 1

Airbnb

the risk of side-wall and pinch-row 
compaction.

It is important as corn and soy-
beans emerge, to not only scout for 
pest, disease and nutrient issues, 
but also look for compaction issues 
caused during planting.

Once compaction has occurred, 
whether side-wall or pinch-row, no 
solutions exist for this season since 
the damage is done. Expect to see 
side-wall compaction when scout-
ing. However, it is recommended 
to scout and pay attention to areas 

where compaction exists to deter-
mine the impact.

Pinch-row and side-wall compac-
tion can have a negative conse-
quence to getting crops off to the 
right start. Issues that can occur 
due to side-wall compaction include 
poor germination, non-uniform 
emergence, limited crop develop-
ment and restricted root establish-
ment and growth. Restricted root 
growth will negatively impact nutri-
ent uptake even when soil test val-
ues indicate sufficient nutrition.

Written by Dr. John Fulton, Pre-
cision Agriculture Specialist-The 
Ohio State University and revised 
by Mark Badertscher, OSU Exten-
sion-Hardin County.

From page 2

Compaction
From page 1

Dairy

small businesses.”
For the Millers, the extra income has 

allowed them to perform repairs to their 
127-year-old home, as well as the studio 
apartment they rent in an old carriage house 
on their property.

“We don’t want to add any additional debt 
because we have young children and we’re in 
the midst of a lot of family spending,” April 
Miller said. “So this has allowed us to do 
some things to our house that we probably 
would have had to wait years to do, or get a 
loan for.”

The appeal of rural communities
When asked why people would chose to 

stay in rural areas, Breit said that a lot of 
renters are looking for an “authentic experi-
ence.”

“That is the overriding theme that we fi nd 
with the overwhelming majority of people 
who travel on Airbnb,” he said. “They’re not 

looking for cookie-cutter type tourist activi-
ties in a major metropolitan area, they’re 
looking to really live like a local.”

Breit did admit that many people are 
staying in rural areas while visiting family 
— a scenario the Millers have seen several 
times over — or because all the hotels are 
sold out. This was especially common in 
the Cleveland area during recent large-scale 
events such as the Republican National 
Convention, the NBA fi nals and the World 
Series.

However, he said a lot of other people are 
simply looking to get away from the hustle 
and bustle of city life.

“People who are city folk often want a 
more quiet, nature-centric experience,” he 
said. “A ton of Airbnb guests will venture 
into more rural areas because they just want 
to get away to a more scenic area of Ohio, 
and this offers that type of opportunity.”

The desire to detach from busy city life is 
something the Millers have seen fi rsthand 
from several of their renters, they said.

“We’ve had a few people who just wanted 
to get away,” April Miller said. “We had 
a mom from Michigan who stayed for a 

weekend just to rest her brain. We never 
really saw her, I guess because she was busy 
relaxing.”

Agriculture entertainment
Aside from visiting family or getting away 

from city life, rural communities in Ohio 
also offer an abundance of activities that 
some describe as “ag entertainment” or “ag 
tourism.”

“It’s where they use traditional farms to 
attract people to come and see what farms 
are like, and then they’ll have added attrac-
tions,” said Mark Badertscher, agriculture 
and natural resources educator at the Ohio 
State University Extension Offi ce in Hardin 
County.

In Hardin County, Badertscher said the 
owners of a local apple orchard are hoping 
to develop a site where families can pick 
apples and see how apple cider is made, 
among other attractions. He said rural win-
eries are also opening their doors to the pub-
lic, offering a variety of ag entertainment.

A few miles away in Putnam County, Sut-
er’s Produce holds a fall event that includes 
a corn maze, hayrides, pumpkin picking and 

cider press demonstrations.
“It’s a way of adding value to traditional 

farms, and being able to create additional 
income for the landowner or farmer,” Bad-
ertscher said. “I think there’s an interest for 
people who don’t have a connection with the 
farm to learn more about how their food is 
produced, how the animals are taken care of, 
and just how the farm operates.”

Future growth
Breit said it’s unlikely that rural Airbnb 

growth will remain at more than 200 percent 
per year, but he is confi dent that growth will 
stay strong as more and more people start 
using the service.

“As more people are exposed to it, and as 
folks see their neighbors who are benefi ting 
economically, I think it will certainly remain 
strong,” he said. “There is demand for it, 
and it doesn’t matter how the small the city 
is because there’s always people who are 
looking specifi cally for that type of experi-
ence.”

Reach John Bush at 567-242-0456 or on Twitter @Bush_
Lima.
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Heavy rain, fl ooding, ponding hurts some Ohio crops
By Tracy Turner
OSU Extension

COLUMBUS — Record rain and 
extensive fl ooding and ponding have 
taken a toll on commodity fi elds across 
Ohio, leaving some growers facing dis-
eased crops, the death of their plants 
and potential yield loss, according to 
agronomists in the College of Food, Agri-
cultural, and Environmental Sciences at 
The Ohio State University.

“Depending on the growth stage of 
corn crops stuck in waterlogged soils, 
some growers could experience a yield 
loss of over 10 percent in corn crops that 
experienced as few as two days of fl ood-
ing,” said Alexander Lindsey, an assis-
tant professor of horticulture and crop 
science at Ohio State.

That may include some fi elds in Madi-
son County, where more than 10 inches 
of rain fell during the week of July 10 
alone.

Madison County farmer Jim Slagle, 
who grows corn, soybeans and wheat on 
about 1,000 acres said he experienced 
more than eight inches between Monday, 
July 10 and Thursday, July 13. But he 
had seen a lot of rain even before the 
heavy storms that week.

“We had a lot of standing water,” he 
said. But he added that the water has 
drained away “fairly quick.” He said 
there may be some low lying areas that 
will be drowned out, but the number of 
acres lost should be low.

Corn crops that are still in the vegeta-
tive growth stage and standing in water-
logged soils for longer than two days 
could experience up to a 50 percent yield 

loss, he said in a report published in the 
latest issue of the college’s Crop Obser-
vation and Recommendation Network 
(C.O.R.N) newsletter.

“Flooding and ponding are also a con-
cern for soybean growers, whose crops 
could face a yield loss of up to 64 percent 
for those plants in the reproductive stage 
that have been underwater for seven days 
or more,” Lindsey said.

“Many fi elds have spots where the crop 
died from fl oodwaters and the remaining 
plants are stunted from too many days in 
saturated soils,” said Ed Lentz, an Ohio 
State University Extension educator. 
OSU Extension is the outreach arm of 
the college.

“And for some growers, fi eldwork that 
generally is completed by mid-July is 
now stretching into August because of 
the wet conditions. Some growers are in 
a wait-and-see mode because there’s not 
a whole lot we can do besides hope the 
weather gets better for the rest of the 
growing season,” he said. “You can’t miti-
gate the damaging effect the waterlogged 
soils have already had.”

Rainfall in Ohio during the last 30 days 
has ranged from about 4 to 13 inches, 
according to Jim Noel, with the National 
Weather Service. Noel’s weather updates 
are featured in the C.O.R.N. newsletter.

The rainfall amounts are “100-350 per-
cent of normal,” he said, noting, “This 
will go down as one of the wetter periods 
on record in Ohio.”

The widespread heavy rains in recent 
weeks brought some fi eldwork to a halt 
in Ohio, according to the July 24 U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Ohio crop 

progress report.
“Continued wet conditions hamper 

fi eldwork,” Cheryl Turner, Ohio state 
statistician with the agency, said in a 
written statement, noting, “some areas 
of the state are still too waterlogged” for 
growers to work in their fi elds.

The wet conditions have also caused 
some damage to crops, she said.

Some fi elds are showing damage from 
too much rain, particularly soybean fi elds 
with yellowing and some plant death. 
Growers were also having diffi culty cut-
ting hay, harvesting wheat, spraying 
fi elds and spreading manure.

Some growers resorted to aerial 
application of fungicides and pesticides. 
Wheat harvest moved closer to comple-
tion, but quality issues were found in the 
wake of the warm wet weather of late.

“Other growers are still assessing 
whether their crops are likely to become 
diseased or impacted by insects, and if 

the costs of fungicide and pesticide appli-
cation will be worth the money spent,” 
Lentz said.

“Those applications may cost $30 or 
more per acre to apply, so growers have 
to ask if the applications will pay for 
themselves.”

Lentz said growers should scout their 
fi elds and follow university guidelines to 
see if they need additional fungicide or 
insecticide applications. And, he said, 
“hope for better weather soon.”

“Growers are hoping the rains slow 
down but not stop altogether and their 
crops experience a drought in August,” 
Lentz said. “Growers want the moisture 
— they just want timely rains instead of 
the conditions we’ve experienced so far 
this year.

“At this point, many growers are just 
hoping to make the most out of a bad 
situation.”

Contributed photo 
A field of flooded soybean crops.

with imports reaching nearly 5 mil-
lion tons last year. When the new 
rice protocol is fully implemented, 
the U.S. rice industry will have 
access to this critical market, signifi-
cantly expanding export opportuni-
ties. U.S. rice exports can begin fol-
lowing the completion of an audit of 
U.S. rice facilities by China’s General 
Administration of Quality Supervi-
sion, Inspection and Quarantine.”

OK, yes, at first I laughed at this 
headline. I’ve been to China, and I 
know that they consume a lot of rice, 
the most of any people in the world. 
They also produce the most. So my 
first reaction to this was: What’s 
next? China selling corn to us? Will 

we be selling ice in Antarctica?
But hey, according to the article, 

The People’s Republic also imports 
a lot of rice, too. That’s surprising, 
but maybe not. The population there 
is exceeding rice production, despite 
the gradual shift to more of a pork 
protein diet.

So why not get in on the rice 
export to China business? We are 
already sending the Chinese more 
than a billion bushels of soybeans 
a year, so why not send them some 
rice, as well?

What impresses me most in this 
article is that the U.S. and Chinese 
officials actually reached an agree-
ment on exporting the rice from us 
to them. That’s a positive sign for the 
future.

Gary Brock can be reached at 937-556-5759.

From page 2

Brock



 Rural Life Today – Northwest Ohio – August 2017        5

Union County – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties 
and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012 

  State Universe U.S.  Universe 

Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE 
OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of 
agricultural products sold 169,026 21 88 688 3,077 
Value of crops including 
nursery and greenhouse 142,869 14 88 420 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry, 
and their products 26,157 36 88 1,408 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY 
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains 137,712 12 88 307 2,926
Hogs and Pigs 12,553 19 88 377 2,877
Cattle and calves 6,849 31 88 1,576 3,056 
 
TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Soybeans 114,887 7 87 156 2,162 
Corn 71,700 20 87 448 2,638 

TOP LIVESTOCK 
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Hogs and pigs 30,513 19 88 395 2,889 
 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 

Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 ......................................................................................................................... 290 
$1,000 to $2,499 ............................................................................................................................84 
$2,500 to $4,999 ............................................................................................................................81 
5,000 to $9,999 ...............................................................................................................................62 
$10,000 to $19,999........................................................................................................................80 
$20,000 to $24,999........................................................................................................................24 
$25,000 to $39,999........................................................................................................................53 
$40,000 to $49,999........................................................................................................................24 
$50,000 to $99,999........................................................................................................................69 
$100,000 to $249,999 ...................................................................................................................91 
$250,000 to $499,999 ...................................................................................................................53 
$500,000 or more ..........................................................................................................................84 

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) ..................................................................119,004 
Average per farm ($) ..........................................................................................................119,602
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) .............................................................. 60,829 
Average per farm ($) ............................................................................................................ 61,135 

Operator Characteristics Quantity 

Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming .......................................................................................................................................... 443 
Other ............................................................................................................................................... 552 
Principal operators by sex:
Male ................................................................................................................................................. 848 
Female ............................................................................................................................................ 147 
Average age of principal operator (years) ........................................................................ 57.0 
All operators by race(2):
White ............................................................................................................................................1,506 
Hispanic .............................................................................................................................................. 8 

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes, explanations, 
de� nitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Union County

2012 CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE
County Pro� le

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................995 ..............................932 .................................+7%

Land in Farms .....................................241,935 acres ..........218,657 ........................+3%

Average Size of Farm ......................243 acres ...................235 acres ....................  +7%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$169,026,000 ...........$96,023,000 ............. +76%

          Crop Sales ...................................$142,869,000 ...........(85 percent)

          Livestock Sales ..........................$26,157,000 .............(15 percent)

          Average Per Farm .....................$169,875 ...................$103,023 .................   +65%

Government Payments .................$4,372,000 ................$4,628,000 ..................  -6%

Average Per Farm
Receiving Payments .......................$7,499 ........................$7,600 ............................ -1%
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Long time farm broadcaster 
marks 80th birthday

VAN WERT — Bob 
Ziegler, a staple on the radio 
and TV airwaves of North-
west Ohio for more than 20 
years celebrated his 80th 
birthday on Aug. 8.

His family was scheduled 
to hold an open house birth-
day celebration in his honor 
Aug. 5 at Trinity Friends 
Family Life Center.

From the late 1970s until 
mid 2000s Bob was a regular 
presence on radio station 
WIMA-AM and T-102- FM, 
as well as on WLIO-TV 35 in 
the later years of his career. 

As Farm Director, Bob 
reported the daily agribusi-
ness news to area farmers; 
and for years each summer, 
Bob took his show on the 
road covering northwestern 
Ohio county fairs giving 
voice to the local farmer 
by telling their stories. He 
regularly emceed county fair 
4-H auctions throughout 
northwest Ohio.

Long-time residents of 
Ottawa, Bob and his wife 
Dottie currently live in Van 
Wert.

Bob and Dottie Ziegler.

Taylors have a busy JulyYear on the Farm: 
EDITOR’S NOTE: This 

is the fourth in a 12-part 
series following a year in 
the life of a typical Ohio 
farm family. Each month 
we will visit and report 
on the progress of the 
Delaware County farm 
family Stephanie and 
Zachary Taylor as they go 
through spring planting, 
the growing season, har-
vest and planning for the 
next year. This month: 
July proves to be a busy 
and varied month on the 
farm.

By Michael Williamson
mwilliamson@aimmediamidwest.com

RADNOR —The life 
of a farmer never slows 
down.

Even in the middle 
part of the summer when 
fi elds are full, farmers 
like Zachary Taylor of 
Delaware County are 
spending their time 
juggling their lives and 
livelihood. For July alone, 
the Taylors had their trip 
to Kentucky, a Young Ag 
Professionals meeting, an 
upcoming trip to Indiana 
for training (Zachary has 
a second job as a seed 
dealer which he’s done 
for Beck’s Hybrids for 
almost 10 years) and that 
doesn’t even factor in the 
day-to-day farm needs.

April and May were 
not great months for a 
number of reasons, but 
in June, things started 
to look up. That brings 
the family just past the 
halfway point of the 2017 
year, July, a good time to 
refl ect and move forward.

Kentucky pig show
On July 3, Taylor, his 

wife, Stephanie, and their 
daughter, Shelby, were 
in Louisville, Kentucky 
for the National Junior 
Swine Association Sum-
mer Spectacular.

“With Rosie, which is 
the girl, I got 9th Place 
and Dozer, the boy, I got 

a ribbon,” Shelby said 
from her dad’s lap. The 
event was Shelby’s fi rst 
time showing hogs.

“This is the only way 
technically that she can 
show hogs since she’s 
only 6,” Taylor said. As 
a fi fth generation farmer, 
he tries to respond to and 
encourage any interests 
his daughter may have in 
a future in agriculture. 
“She keeps saying she’s 
going to be a farmer like 
daddy and nothing would 
please me more.”

A look at July
Thanks to weather and 

other issues, some of the 
year’s planting got off 
to a late start. “Planting 
season wasn’t what we 
anticipated,” said Taylor. 
“We went straight from 
planting beans to corn to 
cutting wheat, basically. 
Without much of a break 
in between.” In keeping 
with the theme of the 
season, things not going 
according to plan is just 
par for the course.

“The wheat got fi n-
ished up on the 9th of 
July, the double crops 
got planted on July 11 
— which I know that’s a 
tick on the late side. But 
we already had the beans 
designated for that area,” 
Taylor said. From there, 
the plan is to cut wheat 
and do some hauling, two 
primary things being last 
year’s grain and manure.

Aside from a wetter 
and warmer start to the 
summer, “July is busy but 
not hateful,” said Taylor. 
“For what it’s worth, I’m 
happy.”

Stephanie Taylor and family 
life on the farm

Stephanie Taylor works 
at Grady Memorial Hos-
pital in nearby Delaware, 
where she does statistical 
data and administrative 
work for the Director of 
Surgery and the Admin-
istrative Manager of Sur-

gery. She is there part-
time, two to three days a 
week and has had the job 
for just over 12 years.

Although she attended 
Columbus State Com-
munity College for Busi-
ness Management, she 
does have experience 
and a family background 
in farming. “I’m a 4-H 
advisor and I sit on two 
committees for the Dela-
ware County Fair,” she 
said. She also helps with 
some of the farm-specifi c 
duties such as bailing 
hay, but the hospital job 
helps the family with 
health insurance.

“I was born and raised 
around farming,” she 
said. “So it’s something 
I’ve always known.” Part 
of the Taylors’ 2,200-plus 
acres consists of farm-
land that was Stephanie’s 
grandparents’ land; how-
ever, her grandfather has 
since passed away. Her 
parents have retired, her 
father from Honda and 
her mother from her pho-
tography business.

As with any relation-
ship, being married to a 
farmer has its stresses. 
“It’s kind of like some of 
the doctors that I work 
with that are on call,” she 
said. “Sometimes it’s 10 
at night, sometimes it’s 
two in the morning. You 
just never know.

“It’s our normal. I don’t 
know any other life or 
lifestyle I’d want to live,” 
she added. The couple’s 
passion for the life of 
farming is evident in all 
aspects of their conversa-
tion. For them, it’s not a 
hobby or something for 
fun, it’s their lives every 
day, all day.

“You got to put every-
thing into it. Your heart 

Michael Williamson | Rural Life Today
The Taylors - Shelby, Stephanie and Zachary standing in the field behind their house.

and soul, blood, sweat 
and tears. All of it,” 
Zachary Taylor said. 
“You got to make sure 
you got a good partner.” 
Understanding the cir-
cumstances of farm life 
isn’t always easy. But the 
Taylors know in order to 
make any good system 
work, everyone has to do 
their part.

On the days Stephanie 
Taylor doesn’t work in 
Delaware, she makes 
lunch and dinner and on 
workdays, she does just 
dinner. “I’m a planner, I 
plan stuff way far out in 
advance,” she said. “Even 
for dinners, I do a lot of 
meal prep.” She tries to 
save and reuse as much 
as possible so that there 
isn’t any waste. The fru-
gality and planning is a 

common theme that runs 
through their lives.

Still this year, the fam-
ily is going on a six-day 
trip to Custer, South 
Dakota. “I planned the 
cabin in Custer nine 
months ago and kind of 
went from there,” she 
said. “I schedule out 
what we can do in a day.” 
Her goal always being to 
make the most of what 
time they can get away.

The second half of the year
In the coming few 

months, the Taylors will 
be looking toward the 
harvest with excitement 
and trepidation. The 
season always presents 
its challenges, but this 
time, Taylor is ending the 
summer short-handed. 
“We lost our hired man, 

so that’ll make things a 
little tougher,” Taylor 
said. But his focus is on 
the next things on his 
list. “We’ll be preparing 
for harvest, the grain sys-
tem, combine, readying 
for hogs,” Zachary Taylor 
said. “August isn’t quite 
as hectic, but it’s busy.”

There is also hay to 
be made, fi eld scouting, 
disease and bug pressure 
and, of course, begin-
ning the planning for the 
next year. Taylor looks 
at it simply as the life of 
a farmer and that’s the 
only thing he wants to be 
doing.

Next month: 
Harvest preparations.

Rural Life Today writer Michael 
Williamson can be reached at 740-
852-1616, ext. 1619.

Year on 
the Farm



 Rural Life Today – Northwest Ohio – August 2017        7

41009443

1209 Lutz Road
Andrew Wood - Owner/Operator

Custom Harvest
Hauling Available

419-303-7374
andy.wood7915@yahoo.com 41010981

A7

U.S. Ag Secretary set to 
speak at Agronomy Field Day
By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

WASHINGTON CH 
— U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Perdue is 
tentatively scheduled to 
be the keynote speaker at 
the Southwest Ohio Corn 
Growers and Fayette 
County Agronomy Field 
Day on Tuesday, Aug. 
15 at the Fayette County 
Airport.

Perdue — a former 
farmer, agribusinessman, veterinarian, 
state legislator, and governor of Geor-
gia — became the 31st United States 
Secretary of Agriculture on April 25.

“As secretary, I will champion the 
concerns of farmers, ranchers, for-
esters and producers, and will work 
tirelessly to solve the issues facing 
our farm families,” Perdue said when 
he was sworn in. “I am proud to have 
been given this opportunity and look 
forward to rolling up my sleeves and 
getting to work as we continue to 
move the USDA and our nation for-
ward.”

According to his bio, Perdue came 
by his knowledge of agriculture the 
old-fashioned way: he was born into a 
farming family in Bonaire, Ga. From 
childhood and through his life in busi-
ness and elected offi ce, Perdue has 
experienced the industry from every 
possible perspective.

Perdue has pledged to be an unapol-
ogetic advocate for American agricul-
ture.

The annual fi eld day event will be 

held from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admis-
sion is free and lunch is provided.

Other topics and speakers will 
include:

- Spray drift and spray nozzle selec-
tions: Erdal Ozkan from the Ohio State 
University;

- Follow-up for 2018 Farm Bill listen-
ing session: Jed Bower, Ohio Corn and 
Wheat Growers;

- Corn seeding rates and emergence: 
John Fulton, the Ohio State Univer-
sity;

- Corn ear rot, diagnostic demon-
stration: Pierce Paul, the Ohio State 
University;

- Using on-farm research to make 
adaptive nitrogen decisions: Elizabeth 
Hawkins, the Ohio State University;

- Cover crops for pollinators: Denise 
Ellsworth, the Ohio State University;

- Ohio Corn and Wheat Growers 
Association update;

- Programs available to plant pollina-
tor strips: Katie Maust, USDA Farm 
Service Agency, and Will Newman, 
Pheasants Forever.

All-day events will include: corn and 
soybean plots, two $500 gift certifi cate 
drawings for Ohio Corn Grower mem-
bers, a trade show, plane rides from 
FCA Flight Training, health screenings 
in the morning, and CCA credits and 
private pesticide re-certifi cation cred-
its offered.

The Fayette County Airport & Dem-
onstration Farm is located at 2770 
State Route 38, Washington Court 
House.

Reach Ryan Carter at 740-313-0352 or on Twitter @
rywica

U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue
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Scott - Reinhard
Precision, Seed Sales and Service

Donovan Scott
419-562-1110

Steve Reinhard
419-834-0398

reinhardfarms@embarqmail.com
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Scott Weininger • Steve Howard
Owners

14889 St. Hwy 31
Kenton, OH 43326

(419) 674-4715

300 N. Warpole St.
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

(419) 294-4981

1775 S. CR 1
Tiffin, OH 44883
(419) 448-9850
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Home of Bounty Plant Food 
Serving Central Ohio Since 1965 

Waldo 
6720 Gillette Rd. 
(740) 726-2429 

Delaware 
110 Lake St. 

(740) 363-1957 

Richwood 
28438 Kinney Pike 

(740) 943-2212 388 E. Perry Street • Tiffin • (419) 443-1530

TATE’S
Chainsaw & Small Engine Shop

Repairs made on all brands
• Snapper • Jonsered • Kohler • Kawasaki 

• Briggs & Stratton

40
26
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40

40932672

Wines Upholstery

Mon-Fri 9-5 sat 9-1
1355 e. Wyandot Ave.

Upper sandusky
kwines1972@yahoo.com

We Cover All!
Upholstery for:

Auto • Boats • Household & Lawn Furniture • Commercial & Industrial

419-294-2097

Fill: Summer, Automatic or Will Call
Payment: Fixed Pricing, Pre-Pay, Level Billing or 30-Day Charge Account

It’s about having PROPANE choices!

1-800-424-2584
www.heritagecooperative.com 
energy@heritagecooperative.com

Residential • Agricultural
 • Commercial
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Custom Agri Systems, Inc.
Keaton Welding

Specialty Welding
Aluminum - Stainless - Midsteel
Magnesium - Mig - Tig

• On-Site Millwright Work
• Portable Welding Truck
•Variety of Steel Stocked
• Plasma Cutting

CNC Milling MachineFabrication
Breakpress - Shears - Rolls -Iron Worker

419-209-0940 • 1289 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Oh 43351 40
94
79
68

The VILLAGE RESTAURANT
435 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Ohio

Phone: 419-294-2945
Open   Sunday - Thursday • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
                   Friday & Saturday • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Banquet
Room and 
caRRyout 
availaBle

40832513
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WE’RE AT YOUR SERVICE
The guide to quality goods and 

services that fi t your rural lifestyle!

Country Cooking: Getting a taste of Japan
By Darle Cabe
For Rural LIfe Today

Sometimes we get in a 
food rut and we make the 
same old thing, in the same 
old way. For a culinary 
change, try recipes from a 
land faraway. During these 
long, hot days of summer, 
why not have a taste of 
Japan?

Junko Sato
No one 

ever said 
“Every-
thing’s 
bigger in 
Ohio.” That 
phrase is 
usually 
reserved 
for the 
great state of Texas, but 
when Junko Sato of Miami 
County moved from Japan 
to Ohio, that’s exactly what 
she found. “The clothes 
dryers and dishwashers 
are huge in the USA,” she 
says. “The stores are much 
bigger, the carts are bigger, 
even the size of the fruits 
and vegetables are bigger.” 
She was amazed at how 
much space each family was 
able to have, how much land 
was wide open and how life 
was a little slower.

“Americans are not so 
busy for everything, “she 
says. “In Japan there is new 
fashion and new food all 
the time. You feel so busy 

trying to keep up.” She 
found life in her Ohio home 
on the south edge of Troy, 
much slower and she likes 
it that way. “Dairy foods are 
much cheaper here in Ohio, 
but toilet paper is cheaper 
in Japan. Americans care 
much more about scents 
too – especially in the laun-
dry and things like that, 
and orthodontists are much 
more popular in USA than 
Japan,” she says. When she 
fi rst moved to Ohio, she par-
ticipated in ESL (English as 
a Second Language) classes.

“Mostly to learn how to 
take care of the home utili-
ties and how to take care of 
a lawn,” she says sheepishly. 
Those were things she never 
had to do in Japan. Her 
husband, Yuji, learned much 
of American culture and 
its ways through his job, so 
he did not take the classes. 
The Sato’s three sons were 
not small when the family 
moved to Ohio. The oldest, 
Tadashi, was 21 and had 
already attended high school 
in the United States. Hiroya-
su was 16, and he had been 
living in New Zealand where 
he went to school. Yuki was 
10 and fi nished his growing 
up years here.

Since the boys are all 
grown and married now, 
Junko has time for other 
interests. She has written a 
children’s book, featuring a 

Japanese character, which 
she hopes to get published. 
She is a marvelous musician 
and plays the piano well. 
She shares her talents with 
those at her church and as 
she teaches her 25 piano 
students.

She enjoys browsing 
antique malls and gets 
excited about fi nding 
wooden toys and high qual-
ity Polish pottery and she 
loves being a grandmother. 
“The best thing about being 
a grandma is looking at 
your grandchild’s face and 
seeing a refl ection of your 
own kids. It brings many 
memories back. Oh, and 
grandchildren make me feel 
younger,” she adds with a 
smile. Her three grandchil-
dren are learning English as 
well as Japanese….. “kind 
of one language at a time” 
Junko shares.

Having lived in Ohio 
now for 13 years, she still 
cooks most of the family 
meals Japanese style, but 
includes “American” as well 
as international recipes 
in her menus. Traditional 
Japanese sukiyaki is a family 
favorite, but Junko also likes 
Vietnamese foods and pizza 
from Beppa Uno. The Beni-
hana restaurants in Ohio 
remind her of home and 
“there is a restaurant in Chi-
cago that serves what is real-
ly close to authentic ramen,” 

she says. Going to Chicago 
for ramen is not conve-
nient, so Junko makes truly 
authentic Japanese food in 
her home and generously 
shares. I ate “Okonomi” at 
her family table, which was 
similar to quiche and had a 
strong ginger fl avor.

Although, it is nothing 
like Ohio’s county fair funnel 
cakes or deep fried twinkies, 
it is a popular item at sum-
mer festivals in Japan. Junko 
loves living in Ohio and says 
she and Yuji will live in the 
United States the rest of 
their lives. Ohio is lucky and 
happy to have them!

Oyakodon (Chicken and 
Egg Rice Bowl)

2 cups uncooked jasmine 
rice

4 cups water
4 skinless, boneless 

chicken thighs, cut into 
small pieces

1 onion, cut in half and 
sliced

2 cups dashi stock, made 
with dashi powder

¼ cup soy sauce
3 Tablespoons mirin 

(Japanese rice wine)
3 Tablespoons brown 

sugar
4 eggs
Rinse the rice in 3 – 4 

changes of water until the 
rinse is almost clear and 
drain off the rinse water. 
Bring the rice and the 4 
cups of water to a boil in a 

saucepan over high heat. 
Reduce heat to medium low, 
cover and simmer until the 
rice is tender and the liquid 
has been absorbed. (20 – 25 
minutes)

Place the chicken in a 
nonstick skillet with a lid 
and cook and stir over medi-
um heat until the chicken is 
no longer pink inside and 
beginning to brown, about 
5 minutes. Stir in the onion, 
and cook and stir until the 
onion is soft, about 5 more 
minutes. Pour in the stock, 
and whisk in soy sauce, 
mirin, and brown sugar, stir-
ring to dissolve the sugar. 
Bring the mixture to a boil, 
and let simmer until slightly 
reduced, about 10 minutes.

Whisk the eggs in a bowl 
until well-beaten and pour 
over the chicken and the 
stock. Cover the skillet, 
reduce heat and allow to 
steam about 5 minutes, until 
the egg is cooked. Remove 
from heat.

To serve, place 1 cup of 
cooked rice per bowl into 4 
deep soup bowls. Top each 
bowl with ¼ of the chicken 
and egg mixture, and spoon 
about ½ cup of soup into 
each bowl.

Tsukune Recipe
Ingredients:
• 1/2 brown onion
• 1 ½ cups ground 

chicken
• 1 egg yolk

• 1 tsp grated ginger
• 1/4 tsp salt
• 4 Tbsp Katakuriko 

(potato starch)
• 2 tsp oil

Sauce
• 1 Tbsp sugar
• 2 Tbsp soy sauce
• 2 Tbsp Mirin
• 3 Tbsp water
• 1/2 tsp Katakuriko
Instructions
1. Chop brown onion 

fi nely. Mix ingredients for 
the sauce in a small bowl 
and set aside.

2. In a large bowl, put 
chicken, onion, yolk, ginger, 
salt and potato starch, and 
mix very well until very 
sticky. Divide into 16 pieces 
and shape like small round 
or oval hamburger patties.

3. Heat oil in a frying pan 
at medium heat, fry patties 
for 3-4 minutes each side 
until cooked through. Add 
the sauce, and cook for a 
minute coating chicken with 
the sauce.

Leah Hefl in
Leah 

Hefl in was 
not born 
in Japan, 
but she did 
do some 
“growing 
up” there. 
She spent 
part of her 
university years there as an 

Junko Sato

Leah Heflin

See COOKING | 9
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exchange student. “I lived in beauti-
ful Kyoto, Japan,” she shares, “with 
a wonderful family, the Yamadas. 
My host mother, Reiko, cooked 
delicious food every night for the 
family and also taught me Japanese 
cooking.” One of Leah’s first jobs 
in the Japanese kitchen was to 
learn to gut fish. “When one eats 
fish in Japan, you go to the market 
and choose which fish you want by 
looking for one with a pretty, clear 
eye, which means it’s fresh. Then 
you take it home, take the insides 
out, sprinkle on a little salt, broil 
it until it’s slightly charred and 
aromatic, then serve it just like that 
along with some miso soup, pickles 
and maybe some salad or sautéed 
squash and a bowl of rice. It is 
unbelievably delicious and simple.”

Leah’s husband was also an 
exchange student in Japan. He 
lived in Kobe, Japan. On another 
Japanese adventure, he worked 
as a missionary in the country, 
serving for 2 years. Both Leah and 
John share fond memories of the 
country that became, as Leah says 
“our second home.” The language 
brings them together as well, as 
they both speak Japanese and is 
especially helpful “when we want to 
speak over our children’s heads or 
talk with discretion in public” Leah 
adds.

The Heflin family, which includes 
two sons, has lived in Ohio 12 years 
and reside in North Lewisburg. A 
job with Honda brought them to 
the area and they enjoy the four 
seasons that Ohio has. Originally 
from the mountain west, Leah says 
“3 month springs and autumns are 
luxurious.”

There’s a story about how the 
Taco Rice recipe Leah shares came 
to be: “Sometimes the best ideas 
come from a group effort. The 

southernmost prefecture of Japan is 
Okinawa, home of gorgeous, warm, 
tropical beaches, and friendly 
people who are the longest-lived 
in the world. There is also a US 
Air Force base there. One day the 
soldiers made tacos. The Okinawan 
people tried tacos and were like, 
“Yum! I bet that would go well over 
sticky rice instead of in the taco 
shell,” and so Taco Rice became an 
Okinawa specialty.”

TACO RICE
1 pot of hot, cooked, short-grain 

rice (sticky…. not Uncle Ben’s!)
1 lb ground beef
1 package taco seasoning (or 1.5 

Tablespoons of your own)
1/3 c water
Shredded cheddar cheese
diced tomato
chopped lettuce
diced avocado
Bottled taco sauce
Brown the ground beef and drain 

the fat from it, add the spice with 
the water, and simmer until the 
water has boiled away and the meat 
is seasoned and juicy.

On each plate, put about a cup of 
the cooked sticky rice, and shape 
it so it’s even, flat, and round like a 
small pizza. Then top it with some 
taco meat, cheese, and whatever 
else you think is good on a taco. 
Then sprinkle some of the taco 
sauce on top of everything and dig 
in.

Leah adds that, “if you want a 
true taste of Japan (or any other 
country) you’ll need to explore out-
side your own comfort zone. Learn 
about a way of life and a way of 
thinking that’s different from your 
own. Make some Japanese friends 
and ask which restaurants they 
think have the most authentic taste. 
And ideally, visit the country as a 
visitor eager to learn, and put aside 
your own preconceptions of what 
you like and don’t like. That’s how 
to represent America. In the mean-
time, let’s have some taco rice!

From page 8

CookingA tough time for Ohio farmers
By Amalie Lipstreu
For Rural Life Today

COLUMBUS — In case you 
were living under a rock, the 
Trump administration has released 
its 2018 budget proposal.

According to President Donald 
Trump’s plan, farmers in the crop 
insurance program would still be 
able to count on the federal government to pay 
up to $40,000 of their crop insurance bill — after 
which they would be cut off.

This would save taxpayers $16.2 billion over a 
decade.

This is a difficult time for Ohio farmers. Farm 
products are selling low while the cost of inputs 
and property taxes are on the rise. Farming is never 
easy and is just shy of impossible when dealing 
with the vagaries of weather and wildly fluctuating 
market uncertainties. But we have deemed farming 
a pretty critical endeavor — as we depend on it for 
our survival.

At NE Ohio farmers’ markets, “Produce Perks” 
plan is back to help low-income customers buy 
healthy produce.

Northeast Ohio farmers markets in Tremont and 
Shaker Square are featuring wine samples this year. 
The region’s farmers market population is holding 
strong.

For some farmers, crop insurance provides the 
stability to “weather” not just the weather but also 
the economic challenges they face.

As we head into negotiations for the next Farm 
Bill, crop insurance will loom large, as the historical 
average cost of the program is more than $6 billion 
per year.

According to a 2015 report by the Congressional 
Research Service, the mix of policies translated 
into the government paying an average 62 percent 
of the insurance policy on each farm in 2014 — no 
matter how large or profitable.

But as we look at changes necessary for the pro-
gram, it is critically important that we think about 
the farmers that will be impacted, including begin-
ning farmers.

We face a crisis and opportunity ahead.
According to the U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture’s Economic Research Service, nearly 100 mil-
lion acres of farmland is expected to change hands 
as the next farm bill is implemented.

How do we want to see that land utilized? Is 

the “highest and best use” another strip mall or 
subdivision, or is there value in ensuring our food 
security by making sure that young farmers are able 
to grow food for their communities?

The Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association 
surveyed its farmers in 2016 and found that access 
to land and credit are the biggest business challeng-
es. This is especially true for beginning farmers.

While land costs can fluctuate year to year, the 
long-term trend is one of increasing prices. As they 
seek to access farmland, these next-generation 
farmers face competition from not just real estate 
developers but also from existing farmers with his-
tory, capital and assets.

Because the crop insurance program provides 
subsidies to the biggest producers, these large com-
modity farms can outcompete younger farmers for 
land purchase or rent, making it nearly impossible 
for them to access land.

Quite often, these “new” farmers are interested 
in farming sustainably, protecting clean water and 
building healthy soil so they are less reliant on out-
side chemical inputs. Utilizing techniques such as 
long-term and diverse crop rotations, they build soil 
organic matter and reduce the potential for runoff.

These are the kind of practices we are incentiviz-
ing to prevent the algal blooms that turn the water 
toxic.

As we minimize the unintended effects on begin-
ning farmers, we also have an opportunity to link 
crop insurance subsidies to good conservation 
practices such as those mentioned above. It is com-
mon sense that linking financial support for crop 
insurance to reducing risk (and, potentially, crop 
insurance payouts) and improved environmental 
sustainability is a win-win for farmers, taxpayers 
and our communities.

We can protect the critical farm safety net — 
and at least some of the 100 million acres that will 
change hands in the next five to six years — while 
at the same time getting out of the way of begin-
ning farmers and protecting our land and water.

Now is the time to improve the crop insurance 
program to better serve all farmers, and all citizens.

Amalie Lipstreu is policy program coordinator 
for the Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Associa-
tion, a grass-roots coalition of farmers, gardeners, 
retailers, educators, and others trying to build a 
healthy local food system. It describes its primary 
sources of funding as program revenues, federal 
grants, membership dues and donations, and the 
Gund Foundation.

Amalie 
Lipstreu
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ELGIN SERVICE 
CENTER

ELGIN SERVICE 

“Your Full-Time, Full-Service, Grain Equipment Center”

BUILDINGS
• Steel Main and Endwall Frames
• All-Steel Sliding Doors
• #1 Yellow Pine,
   2x6 Secondary Framing
• Commercial-Grade
   Overhead Doors
• Concreate Foundations

INC.

Plan for the Future
• Exclusive, patented anchor brackets
  Work as short stiffeners for plenum.

• Inner door has easy to open latches.
  Door lays flat against wall when open.

• Large manhole lays flat when open.
  Will not collect water and bees wings.

Plan for Profitability“Built to Last”

GILBOA
419-456-3115

ELGIN
800-758-0307

PIONEER
419-485-8593

41009757
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OEFFA off ering year-long farm education program
COLUMBUS — Experienced farm-

ers know what it takes to fl ourish in 
the fi eld. That’s why the Ohio Envi-
ronmental Food and Farm Association 
is teaming with some of the region’s 
most knowledgeable farmers to help 
beginning farmers succeed.

“Our Heartland Farm Beginnings” 
10-session course, which will run Octo-
ber through February, 2018, will kick 
off with a panel of early career farmers 
sharing fi rst-hand experiences: Kristy 
Buskirk of Clay Hill Farm, Paul Dor-
rance of Pastured Providence Farm-
stead, and Erin Harvey of The Kale 
Yard.

What is Farm Beginnings?
This year-long farmer-led training 

and support program is designed to 
help early career farmers, committed 

to creating a sustainable farm busi-
ness, achieve their goals.

The intensive, 10-part workshop 
series will enable farmers, with at least 
one year of production experience, to 
develop a whole farm plan through 
realistic goal setting, fi nancial manage-
ment, and assessment of resources, 
skills, and markets. Early career farm-
ers will also receive the business plan-
ning tools necessary to successfully 
implement their plan.

Through Farm Beginnings, partici-
pants will:

— Learn critical farm management 
skills such as creative fi nancing and 
innovative marketing strategies;

— Craft a tailor-made farm business 
plan;

— Join a vibrant network of local 
family farms;

— Receive one-on-one feedback 
from a farmer engaged in a similar 
enterprise.

Applications are now being accept-
ed, and must be postmarked by Sept. 
15. Request a free application packet 
with detailed information about the 
program at the OEFFA website.
Who Can Benefi t from the Program?

The program is applicable to early 
career farmers managing a diversity 
of operations that focus on sustainable 
and organic production. Individuals 
should be currently farming (1-10 
years experience) or have experience 
working on farms and are in the pro-
cess of planning a farm business. If you 
have questions about whether you are 
ready for this course, or if it is a good 
fi t for your learning needs, please con-
tact Kelly Henderson.

What Can I Expect?
Heartland Farm Beginnings 

includes:
Winter Course (October 2017-Feb-

ruary 2018): Ten seminars held in 
Columbus will focus on goal setting 
and planning for profi t

Growing Season Learning Plan 
(March 2018-October 2018): Per-
sonalized learning and action plan to 
help you continue education after the 
course, and stay on track to success-
fully achieve your goals

One-on-One Mentoring: Direct 
access to an experienced, sustainable 
farmer in your fi eld of interest, who 
will provide you with personalized 
feedback on your farm business plan, 
or production and technical assistance.

23 participating in agricultural leadership program
COLUMBUS – Twenty-three individuals have been 

selected to participate in the 2017-2018 AgriPOWER Insti-
tute, Ohio Farm Bureau Federation’s intensive leadership 
and advocacy development program.

Throughout the year, the Class IX participants will learn 
about public policy matters important to their communities 
as well as the state of Ohio, nation and world. They will 
learn how to become effective leaders and advocates for 
agriculture and will travel to Washington, D.C. and Florida 
to better understand national and global affairs.

OFBF launched AgriPOWER in 2008 as an elite training 
program designed to help participants become leaders and 
advocates for agriculture. The yearlong program consists 
of seven two-to-three-day training sessions that focus on 
public policy issues confronting agriculture and the food 

industry.
Participants are John Arnold, Jr. of Springboro; JD 

Bethel of Mechanicsburg; Steve Brunner of Stockdale; Jess 
Campbell of Waynesville; Philip Cobb of Helena; Kristen 
Dickey of Wilmington; Casey Ellington of Louisville; 
Candace Lease of Apple Creek; Melinda Lee of Tipp City; 
Megan Lezzer of Wooster; Kirsten Marihugh of Columbus; 
Brenda Mescher of Maria Stein; Jackie Mosier of Haviland; 
Marissa Mulligan of Groveport; Jonah Neill of Waterford; 
Brittany Nemeth of Wellington; Brian Palmer of Dresden; 
Craig Pohlman of Venedocia; Eric Reed of Dresden; Stepha-
nie Rucinski of Columbus; Stacey Sark of Orient, Terri 
Specht of Johnstown and Micaela Wright of Arcanum.

“Past participants in this program have really excelled at 
becoming effective advocates for the food and agricultural 

industries. But it’s much more than leadership training — 
class members bond with each other as they share their 
experiences in the workplace, community and home,” said 
Melinda Witten, AgriPOWER director.

In addition to Ohio Farm Bureau, AgriPOWER partners 
include Agland Co-op, Bayer Crop Science, Champaign 
Premium Grain Growers, Farm Credit Mid-America, Mid-
Ohio Development Exchange, Nationwide Insurance, Ohio 
Beef Council, Ohio Cattlemen’s Association, Ohio Farm 
Bureau Foundation, Ohio Pork Council, Pickaway Prog-
ress Partnership, Redline Equipment, Rider Landing, Ron 
Spencer Real Estate, Stark County Cattlemen’s Association, 
Southern Ohio Agricultural & Community Development 
Foundation, Wyatt Insurance and Farm Bureaus in Franklin, 
Mercer, Muskingum, Pickaway, Stark and Warren counties.
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2017 Ag is Cool winners announced
REYNOLDSBURG – Lt. Governor Mary Taylor and Ohio 

Department of Agriculture Director David T. Daniels announced 
July 26, opening day of the Ohio State Fair, the winners of the 
2017 “Agriculture is Cool!” visual arts contest.

Ohio children enrolled in school or home schooled during the 
2016-2017 academic year shared their personal interpretation of 
why Ohio agriculture is “cool” for their chance to win a trip to 
the Ohio State Fair.

Entries, which included photographs, drawings and paintings, 
were judged in four different age categories: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 
9-12. Twelve entries were selected as winners in their respective 
categories:

K-2 Photography: Connor Best, Rayland, Jefferson County, age 
6

K-2 Drawing: Jack Mawhorr, Ashville, Pickaway County, age 6
K-2 Painting: Luke Mautz, Chillicothe, Ross County, age 7
3-5 Photography: Aubree Topp, Botkins, Shelby County, age 10
3-5 Drawing: Isabell Rumbaugh, Deshler, Henry County, age 

10
3-5 Drawing: Kami Anthony, Brilliant, Jefferson County, age 10
3-5 Painting: Avarie Lisi, Chillicothe, Ross County, age 11
6-8 Photography: Abby Breece, Alvada, Hancock County, age 

12

6-8 Drawing: Brighid Donnelly, Youngstown, Mahoning 
County, 14

9-12 Drawing: Audrey Schroeder, Bryan, Williams County, age 
14

9-12 Painting: Regan Draeger, Lindsey, Sandusky County, age 
15

Director’s Choice: Columbus School for Girls Form I, Colum-
bus, Franklin County, age 7

The winners were honored by Lt. Governor Taylor, Ohio 
Agriculture Director Daniels and Ohio State Fair Manager Virgil 
Strickler at a ceremony at the Ohio State Fairgrounds. During 
the ceremony, the Columbus School for Girls Form I Class was 
announced as the “Director’s Choice” winner, for their video “I 
Can’t Stop From Farming.”

“Every year I’m impressed by the work and creativity of our 
‘Ag is Cool!’ winners,” said Director Daniels. “These are the boys 
and girls who will become the men and women that grow, raise 
and process the food that feeds the world and we are proud to 
support and encourage them any way we can.”

This year marks the seventh year of the art contest and the 
“Ag is Cool!” educational program that was featured at the Ohio 
State Fair.

Online tickets on sale for 
Farm Science Review

By Alayna DeMartini
OSU Extension

Tickets for the 2017 Farm Science 
Review, a three-day agricultural trade show 
Sept. 19-21 at the Molly Caren Agricultural 
Center in London are now available for pur-
chase online at fsr.osu.edu.

Buying tickets online allows people to 
get the $7 early discount price even though 
they may not live near an Ohio State 
University Extension county offi ce or par-
ticipating agribusiness, which are selling 
tickets at that price.

“Online tickets are the easiest option for 
people coming from out of state or buying 
the tickets for a large group,” said Nick 
Zachrich, manager of the Review.

Hosting over 600 exhibitors, the Review 
features business advice for farm busi-
nesses of all sizes, demonstrations of new 
equipment and workshops on topics rang-
ing from cover crops to strategies on man-
aging farm labor. Visitors can talk one-on-
one with agronomists, view demonstration 
plots comparing the timing and placement 
of fertilizer and manure, and watch experts 
actively restoring a streambank and prairie.

Visitors to this year’s Review won’t have 
to dog-ear and mark up pages of the pro-
gram to help organize what exhibits they’ll 
seek out from among the hundreds. A new 
online directory is available that allows 
people to perform keyword searches to 
locate exhibitors and to organize a lineup 
of events they want to attend. For those 
who prefer paper, a map is provided in the 
middle of the program.

New app for visitors this year; 
will be Sept. 19-21

See REVIEW  | 12

Each box contains a variety of in-season 
fruits and vegetables, but customers may also 
order add-on subscriptions for meats and 
cheeses. The catch is that consumers never 
really know what types of food will be in 
their box each week.

“We like to frame it as an adventure,” 
Ballmer said. “Sometimes it’s a normal type 
of product like a cheddar or mozzarella on 
the cheese side, but sometimes it’s like a goat 
curd or something that is a little more exotic. 
Sometimes it’s items you might not even be 
able to fi nd at your local grocery store.”

Along with fresh food, each box contains 

a newsletter that tells customers where their 
products came from, as well as storage tips 
and recipes. Ballmer said this is especially 
helpful for consumers who want to know 
exactly where their food was produced, and 
for those who may be unfamiliar with some 
of the items in their box.

“It’s meant to help the consumer along,” 
he said. “If they’re getting something they’ve 
never heard of before or something they’ve 
never had the guts to try, we want it to be 
easy for them and not intimidating. We try to 
give them as many aides as possible to make 
it a pleasurable experience.”

Ballmer openly admits that using the ser-
vice is more expensive than buying similar 
products directly from grocery stores or 
farmers markets, but he said the quality and 

freshness of the food makes up for the cost 
difference. He said that, instead of buying 
vegetables that have been picked weeks in 
advance, Yellowbird allows customers to 
purchase items that were picked just days or 
even hours before they are shipped out.

“That’s really the key,” he said. “We can 
take them ripe, and so they have everything 
they’re supposed to have: the fl avor, the 
nutrition, the integrity and all that kind of 
stuff. When the product gets to the customer 
they are just blown away.”

For more details about Yellowbird or to 
sign up for a subscription, visit yellowbirdfs.
com.

Reach John Bush at 567-242-0456 or on Twitter @Bush_Lima.

From page 1

Yellowbird
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More than 120,000 people typically attend the Review, an 
event sponsored by the College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University. Show 
hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 19 and Wednesday, 
Sept. 20 and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 21.

With so many exhibits and workshops at the Review, using 
the online directory as well as the Review’s free app could 
make it easier for people to organize their trip, Zachrich said. 
By registering for a free account, a plan created on the desk-
top directory is synced to the mobile app.

The Review’s app, which is available for both Apple and 
Android smartphone and tablet users, includes interactive 
maps, a schedule of events, and general information on the 
show and exhibitors. It’s available by download in the Apple 
App Store or the Google Play Store by searching for “FSR 
2017,” or by directing your mobile browser to fsr.osu.edu.

With the app, visitors can perform a keyword search to 
locate an exhibit they want to see and can even get walking 
directions to reach the exhibit.

“There’s a lot to see in one day over our entire show site. 
The mobile app will assist you in seeing the exhibitors and 
events you care most about,” Zachrich said.

Visitors using the app will be able to browse the interactive 
map and search for specific exhibitors or product categories.

“Many farmers are tech-savvy,” Zachrich said. “And some 
prefer to organize their trip on a phone or a mobile app.”

Now in its 55th year, the Review offers visitors some 180 
educational presentations and opportunities presented by 
educators, specialists and faculty from OSU Extension and 
Purdue Extension, as well as the Ohio Agricultural Research 
and Development Center.

“Farmers in 2017 need to find a way to increase their prof-
its, not just yields. At the Farm Science Review, they’ll find 
products and services that will make their operations more 
efficient,” Zachrich said.

Tickets for the Review are $7 online, at a OSU Extension 
county office or participating agribusinesses and $10 at the 
gate. Children 5 and under are free.

OSU Extension is the outreach arm of the college and 
OARDC is the research arm.

Alayna DeMartini can be reached by email at demartini.3@osu.edu or call 614-292-
9833.

41009446
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From page 11

ReviewBrown: Safety net vital to Ohio farmers
By Michael Williamson
mwilliamson@aimmediamidwest.com

WASHINGTON D.C. — 
Ohio Sen. 
Sherrod Brown 
announced July 
26 that there 
would be some 
updates added to 
the 2018 Agricul-
ture Appropria-
tions Bill. The 
Senate Appropri-
ations Committee passed the 
bill last week and its updates 
would provide relief for more 
than 86 percent of Ohio dairy 
farmers. The updates continue 
Brown’s focus on improving 
the safety net programs put 
in place to help farmers in the 
state.

In a conference call with 
agriculture journalists on July 
27, Brown — a member of the 
Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee — highlighted his effort 
to ensure Ohio farmers have 
options when it comes to risk 
assessment.

“This week we had another 
hearing, this one on the farm 
safety net,” Brown said. “One 
hundred thousand Ohio farm-
ers took advantage of the 
safety net program last year, 
many of them in the ARC 
(Agriculture Risk Coverage) 
county program.”

The ARC program, autho-
rized by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
paid out more than $4 million 

to producers last year. “Pro-
tecting these risk-management 
programs will be one of my 
top priorities in the ’18 Farm 
Bill.”

The Agriculture Appro-
priations Bill included several 
updates that would benefit 
dairy farmers. Specifically, 
the updates would “substan-
tially reduce premiums for 
farmers’ first five million 
pounds of milk, adjusted from 
the reduced premium cap of 
four million pounds of milk.” 
The bill would also “lower 
premiums for participating 
dairy farmers” and “change 
the margin calculation from 
bi-monthly to monthly so it 
is more responsive to market 
conditions.”

It would also “Waive the 
administrative fee for under-
served farmers including 
beginning farmers.”

Brown said with average 
farm incomes dropping, it is a 
very important time to evalu-
ate all these risk programs. 
“I want to hear directly from 
Ohio farmers. I will be hold-
ing more round-tables around 
the state over the coming 
year. Pretty much everything 
I’ve been able to get included 
in the last two farm bills 
have come from those round-
tables.”

He also noted that, in addi-
tion to personally working 
toward getting Ohio taken care 
of, he wants to bring U.S. Sec-

retary of Agriculture, Sonny 
Perdue, to the state since he 
may not be “knowledgeable 
about the uniqueness of Ohio 
Ag.” One of his many focuses 
is getting the right people 
together at the national level 
to understand and work with 
the needs of Ohio’s rural com-
munities. The announcement 
came on the heels of the Sen-
ate’s healthcare discussions.

“To me, it’s despicable that 
senators with taxpayer funded 
healthcare are voting to saddle 
working families with higher 
costs and less coverage,” 
Brown said. The danger being 
with cuts to Medicaid, it could 
cause some hospitals — specif-
ically those which serve rural 
communities, to close. “It 
would absolutely force them to 
cut services, would force them 
to lay off people and in many, 
many of the counties in this 
state, the hospital is the larg-
est employer.”

He also talked about the 
opioid addiction issues plagu-
ing the state and that the 
number one way to combat the 
problem is Medicaid. “In Ohio 
right now, 200,000 people are 
getting opioid treatment,” 
he said. “200,000 people are 
getting treatment because 
they have insurance from the 
Affordable Care Act.”

Rural Life Today writer Michael Williamson 
can be reached at 740-852-1616, ext. 1619.

Sherrod Brown


